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Gifted
Nobel laureate Halldór Laxness’s Under the Glacier is
a one-of-a-kind masterpiece, a wryly provocative
novel at once earthy and otherworldly. At its outset,
the Bishop of Iceland dispatches a young emissary to
investigate certain charges against the pastor at
Sn?fells Glacier, who, among other things, appears to
have given up burying the dead. But once he arrives,
the emissary finds that this dereliction counts only as
a mild eccentricity in a community that regards itself
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as the center of the world and where Creation itself is
a work in progress. What is the emissary to make, for
example, of the boarded-up church? What about the
mysterious building that has sprung up alongside it?
Or the fact that Pastor Primus spends most of his time
shoeing horses? Or that his wife, Ua (pronounced
“ooh-a,” which is what men invariably sputter upon
seeing her), is rumored never to have bathed, eaten,
or slept? Piling improbability on top of improbability,
Under the Glacier overflows with comedy both wild
and deadpan as it conjures a phantasmagoria as
beguiling as it is profound. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Under the Glacier
The Little Town Where Time Stood Still contains two
linked narratives by the incomparable Bohumil
Hrabal, whom Milan Kundera has described as
“Czechoslovakia’s greatest writer.” “Cutting It Short”
is set before World War II in a small country town, and
it relates the scandalizing escapades of Maryška, the
flamboyant wife of Francin, who manages the local
brewery. Maryška drinks. She rides a bicycle, letting
her long hair fly. She butchers pigs, frolics in blood,
and leads on the local butcher. She’s a Madame
Bovary without apologies driven to keep up with the
new fast-paced mechanized modern world that is
obliterating whatever sleepy pieties are left over from
the defunct Austro-Hungarian Empire. “The Little
Town Where Time Stood Still” is told by Maryška and
Francin’s son and concerns the exploits of his Uncle
Pepin, who holds his own against the occupying Nazis
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but succumbs to silence as the new post–World War II
Communist order cements its colorless control over
daily life. Together, Hrabal’s rousing and outrageous
yarns stand as a hilarious and heartbreaking tribute
to the always imperiled sweetness of lust, love, and
life.

Independent People
"When Ettie's husband dies, her daughter, Iza, insists
that she give up the family house in the countryside
and move to Budapest. Displaced from her
community and her home, Ettie tries to find her place
in this new life. Iza's Ballad is the story of a woman
who loses her life's companion and a mother trying to
get close to a daughter whom she has never truly
known. It is about the meeting of the old-fashioned
and the modern worlds and the beliefs we construct
over a lifetime. Beautifully translated by the poet
George Szirtes, this is a profoundly moving novel with
the unforgettable power of Magda Szabo's awardwinning The Door"--

A Hundred Million Years and a Day
A beautifully jacketed hardcover edition of the Nobel
Prize-winning author's beloved epic novel about a
stubbornly independent Icelandic sheep farmer and
his spirited daughter. Set in the early twentieth
century, Independent People recalls both Iceland's
medieval epics and such classics as Sigrid Undset's
Kristin Lavransdatter. If Bjartur of Summerhouses, the
book's protagonist, is an ordinary sheep farmer, his
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flinty determination to achieve independence is
genuinely heroic and, at the same time, terrifying and
bleakly comic. Having spent eighteen years in
humiliating servitude, Bjartur wants nothing more
than to raise his flocks unbeholden to any man. But
Bjartur's spirited daughter wants to live unbeholden
to him. What ensues is a battle of wills that is by turns
harsh and touching, elemental in its emotional
intensity and intimate in its homely detail. Vast in
scope and deeply rewarding, Independent People is a
masterpiece.

The Saga of the Volsungs
Published in 1952, Wayward Heroes is part of the
body of works for which Laxness was awarded the
Nobel Prize in 1955. It is a masterfully written
tragicomedy about the oath-brothers Thorgeir and
Thormod, inspired by the old Icelandic sagas Saga of
the Sworn Brothers and Saga of Saint Olaf. The
brothers fight for glory, raid for treasure, and seduce
women against the backdrop of a new cult of
Christianity. But where the old sagas depict their
heroes as glorious champions, Laxness does the
opposite. As Thormod avenges Thorgeir's death, he
demonstrates the senselessness of violence and the
endlessly cyclical nature of obsession. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

The Saskiad
Bloodhoof is the re-casting into compulsively spare
modern verse of an ancient Eddic poem - but this only
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begins to hint at its attractions. It is a minimalist epic
telling of the abduction of Gerdur Gymisdottir from
the land of giants to the court of Freyr of the 'wolfgrey eyes', and the subsequent events culminating in
the birth of her son and her hopes of being saved by
her own kin. It is full of iron-hard rocks and ice,
serpents in the breast gnawing at the harness of
hope, but also wide-reaching fields of corn whispering
in the breeze and a throne carved with beasts and
dragons-heads. You could read the whole book in
perhaps half an hour but it will take many months or
years to begin to clear the ghosts and long-dead
heroes from your mind.

Iza's Ballad
The Fish Can Sing is one of Nobel Prize winner Halldór
Laxness’s most beloved novels, a poignant coming-ofage tale marked with his peculiar blend of light irony
and dark humor. The orphan Alfgrimur has spent an
idyllic childhood sheltered in the simple turf cottage
of a generous and eccentric elderly couple. Alfgrimur
dreams only of becoming a fisherman like his
adoptive grandfather, until he meets Iceland's biggest
celebrity. The opera singer Gardar Holm’s
international fame is a source of tremendous pride to
tiny, insecure Iceland, though no one there has ever
heard him sing. A mysterious man who mostly avoids
his homeland and repeatedly fails to perform for his
adoring countrymen, Gardar takes a particular
interest in Alfgrimur’s budding musical talent and
urges him to seek out the world beyond the one he
knows and loves. But as Alfgrimur discovers that
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Gardar is not what he seems, he begins to confront
the challenge of finding his own path without turning
his back on where he came from.

At the Same Time
A dazzling first novel about a math prodigy who is
being groomed by her parents to attend Oxford at the
age of fourteen, Gifted heralds the arrival of a
remarkable new talent. Numbers have filled Rumi
Vashey’s world since she first learned to count. But it
was on a trip to India at the age of eight that her
mathematical powers acquired their almost
supernatural significance. At fourteen Rumi is firmly
set on the path of a gifted child, speeding headlong
towards Oxford University. As her father sees it,
discipline is everything if the family is to have any
hope of making its mark on its adoptive country.
However, as Rumi gets older and the family’s stark
isolation intensifies, numbers start to lose their magic
for the young teenager: she abandons the rigid
timetable of her afternoons and replaces equations
with rampant spice abuse. As her longing for love and
her parents’ will to succeed deepen so too does the
rift between generations. Gifted captures brilliantly
the battle to come of age in an emotional and comic
hinterland, where histories, arithmetic and cumin
seeds all play a part. In a voice that is by turns very
funny and fiercely acute Lalwani vividly brings to life a
young family’s search for recognition and how that
search can break a family apart. A story of high
aspirations and deep desires, and of the sometime
loneliness of childhood, Gifted is a remarkably
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passionate, assured and accessible debut. From the
Hardcover edition.

Land of Love and Ruins
A young entrepreneur who has lost his company and
fortune gives up hope and jumps off The Golden Gate
Bridge. Fortunately, in this business fable of true
success, instead of losing his life he is saved by a
homeless man who carries him to a nearby park.
There the homeless man explains that a dream told
him to go to the bridge to save the man who jumped
off, then take the man to see the Winemaker. The pair
embarks upon a challenging but life-changing journey
through the wine country of California. First, they
search for the special Winemaker who has a
reputation for consistently making the best wine in
the region, regardless of weather or the crop of
grapes. Upon meeting the Winemaker, the young
entrepreneur is taught the wine making technique,
and ultimately the secret to true, consistent success.

Nothing Like Love
The Bay of Angels
A young Icelandic priest is sent to investigate the
pastor at remote Snaefells Glacier and uncovers a
mysterious and wild community full of
phantasmagoria and eccentricity, in a provocative
novel by the late Nobel laureate. Original. 10,000 first
printing.
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Justice Undone
IAn idealistic Icelandic farmer journeys to Mormon
Utah and back in search of paradise in this captivating
novel by Nobel Prize—winner Halldor Laxness. The
quixotic hero of this long-lost classic is Steinar of
Hlidar, a generous but very poor man who lives
peacefully on a tiny farm in nineteenth-century
Iceland with his wife and two adoring young children.
But when he impulsively offers his children's beloved
pure-white pony to the visiting King of Denmark, he
sets in motion a chain of disastrous events that leaves
his family in ruins and himself at the other end of the
earth, optimistically building a home for them among
the devout polygamists in the Promised Land of Utah.
By the time the broken family is reunited, Laxness
has spun his trademark blend of compassion and
comically brutal satire into a moving and spellbinding
enchantment, composed equally of elements of fable
and folkore and of the most humble truths. From the
Trade Paperback edition.

The Poetic Edda
John Wainwright is a freak, a human mutation with an
extraordinary intelligence which is both awesome and
frightening to behold. Ordinary humans are mere
playthings to him. And Odd John has a plan - to create
a new order on Earth, a new supernormal species. But
the world is not ready for such a change

The Little Town Where Time Stood Still
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Seven short stories.

Salka Valka [dt.] Roman
"The poems of the Poetic Edda have waited a long
time for a Modern English translation that would do
them justice. Here it is at last (Odin be praised!) and
well worth the wait. These amazing texts from a 13thcentury Icelandic manuscript are of huge historical,
mythological and literary importance, containing the
lion's share of information that survives today about
the gods and heroes of pre-Christian Scandinavians,
their unique vision of the beginning and end of the
world, etc. Jackson Crawford's modern versions of
these poems are authoritative and fluent and often
very gripping. With their individual headnotes and
complementary general introduction, they supply
today's readers with most of what they need to know
in order to understand and appreciate the beliefs,
motivations, and values of the Vikings." --Dick Ringler,
Professor Emeritus of English and Scandinavian
Studies at the University of Wisconsin–Madison

A Quire of Seven
The acclaimed, poignant story of a boy with Williams
syndrome, a condition that makes people biologically
incapable of distrust, a “well-researched, perceptive
exploration of a rare genetic disorder seen through
the eyes of a mother and son” (Kirkus Reviews). What
would it be like to see everyone as a friend? Twelveyear-old Eli D’Angelo has a genetic disorder that
obliterates social inhibitions, making him irrepressibly
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friendly, indiscriminately trusting, and unconditionally
loving toward everyone he meets. It also makes him
enormously vulnerable. On the cusp of adolescence,
Eli lacks the innate skepticism that will help him
navigate coming-of-age more safely—and vastly more
successfully. In “a thorough overview of Williams
syndrome and its thought-provoking paradox” (The
New York Times), journalist Jennifer Latson follows Eli
over three critical years of his life, as his mother,
Gayle, must decide whether to shield Eli from the
world or give him the freedom to find his own way
and become his own person. Watching Eli’s artless
attempts to forge connections, Gayle worries that he
might never make a real friend—the one thing he
wants most in life. “As the book’s perspective
deliberately pans out to include teachers, counselors,
family, friends, and, finally, Eli’s entire eighth-grade
class, Latson delivers some unforgettable lessons
about inclusion and parenthood,” (Publishers Weekly).
The Boy Who Loved Too Much explores the way a tiny
twist in a DNA strand can strip away the skepticism
most of us wear as armor, and how this condition
magnifies some of the risks we all face in opening our
hearts to others. More than a case study of a rare
disorder, The Boy Who Loved Too Much “is fresh and
engaging…leavened with humor” (Houston Chronicle)
and a universal tale about the joys and struggles of
raising a child, of growing up, and of being different.

The Book of Ebenezer Le Page
There is but one truly serious philosophical problem,
and that is suicide. In Rawi Hage's unforgettable
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novel, winner of the 2008 IMPAC Prize, this famous
quote by Camus becomes a touchstone for two young
men caught in Lebanon's civil war. Bassam and
George are childhood best friends who have grown to
adulthood in war torn Beirut. Now they must choose
their futures: to stay in the city and consolidate power
through crime; or to go into exile abroad, alienated
from the only existence they have known. Bassam
chooses one path: obsessed with leaving Beirut, he
embarks on a series of petty crimes to finance his
departure. Meanwhile, George builds his power in the
underworld of the city and embraces a life of military
service, crime for profit, killing, and drugs. Told in the
voice of Bassam, De Niro's Game is a beautiful,
explosive portrait of a contemporary young man
shaped by a lifelong experience of war. Rawi Hage's
brilliant style mimics a world gone mad: so smooth
and apparently sane that its razor-sharp edges
surprise and cut deeply. A powerful meditation on life
and death in a war zone, and what comes after.

Strangers
A “wondrous” novel of fear, desire, loss, and
discovery on Martha’s Vineyard by the New York
Times–bestselling author of Practical Magic and
Seventh Heaven (Chicago Tribune). Elizabeth Renny
has only made two decisions of consequence in her
seventy-plus years. While the first, marrying her
husband, had adequate results, the second—deciding
she could fly from her bedroom window—is less
successful. But her flight sets in motion a series of
events that will forever change the lives of six
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residents of Martha’s Vineyard: a young boy who
refuses to grow, a wife stifled by her irrational
anxiety, a husband tempted by the unknown, a girl
flirting with disaster, a gentle giant tortured by his
size, and an old woman with nothing to lose. Praised
as “an intelligent novel” by the New York Times and
“achingly vivid” by Newsday, Illumination Night is a
sparkling and heartbreaking narrative that explores
marriage, friendship, youth, yearning, disillusionment,
and desire, a book as bright and memorable as the
festival of lanterns for which it is named.

Wayward Heroes
Lonely Planet Iceland
When the Americans make an offer to buy land in
Iceland to build a NATO airbase after the Second
World War, a storm of protest is provoked throughout
the country. Narrated by a country girl from the north,
the novel follows her experiences after she takes up
employment as a maid in the house of her Member of
Parliament. Her observations and experiences expose
the bourgeois society of the south as rootless and
shallow and in stark contrast to the age-old culture of
the solid and less fanciful north.

The Fish Can Sing
Vastly entertaining and outright hilarious, Paul
Murray’s debut heralds the arrival of a major new Irish
talent. His protagonist is endearing and wildly
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witty–part P. G. Wodehouse’s Bertie Wooster, with a
cantankerous dash of A Confederacy of Dunces’
Ignatius J. Reilly thrown in. With its rollicking plot and
colorful characters, An Evening of Long Goodbyes is a
delightful and erudite comedy of epic proportions.
Charles Hythloday observes the world from the
comfortable confines of Amaurot, his family estate,
and doesn’t much care for what he sees. He prefers
the black-and-white sanctum of classic
cinema–especially anything starring the beautiful
Gene Tierney–to the roiling and rumbling of twentyfirst-century Dublin. At twenty-four, Charles aims to
resurrect the lost lifestyle of the aristocratic country
gentleman–contemplative walks, an ever-replenished
drink, and afternoons filled with canapés as prepared
by the Bosnian housekeeper, Mrs. P. But Charles’s
cozy existence is about to face a serious shake-up.
His sister, Bel, an aspiring actress and hopeless
romantic, has brought to Amaurot her most
recent–and to Charles’s mind, most illadvised–boyfriend. Frank is hulking and round, and
resembles nothing so much as a large dresser,
probably a Swedish one. He bets on greyhounds and
talks endlessly of brawls and pubs in an accent that
brings tears to Charles’s eyes. And, most suspiciously,
his entrance into the Hythlodays’ lives just happens to
coincide with the disappearance of an ever-increasing
number of household antiques and baubles. Soon,
Charles and Bel discover that missing heirlooms are
the least of their worries; they are simply not as rich
as they have always believed. With the family fortune
teetering in the balance, Charles must do something
he swore he would never do: get a job. Booted into
the mean streets of Dublin, he is as unprepared for
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real life as Frank would be for a cotillion. And it turns
out that real life is a tad unprepared for Charles, as
well. From the Hardcover edition.

The Boy Who Loved Too Much
Lonely Planet Iceland is your passport to the most
relevant, up-to-date advice on what to see and skip,
and what hidden discoveries await you. Splash around
in the Blue Lagoon's geothermal water, catch a
glimpse of the celestial Northern Lights, or take a
boat trip among the icebergs; all with your trusted
travel companion.

Death Comes For The Archbishop
In this new extraordinary thriller from Gold Dagger
Award winner Arnaldur Indridason, the Reykjavik
police are called on an icy January day to a garden
where a body has been found: a young, dark-skinned
boy is frozen to the ground in a pool of his own blood.
Erlendur and his team embark on their investigation
and soon unearth tensions simmering beneath the
surface of Iceland's outwardly liberal, multicultural
society. Meanwhile, the boy's murder forces Erlendur
to confront the tragedy in his own past. Soon, facts
are emerging from the snow-filled darkness that are
more chilling even than the Arctic night.

World Light
Sontag's incisive intelligence, expressive brilliance,
and deep curiosity about art, politics, and the writer's
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responsibility to bear witness have secured her place
as one of the most important thinkers and writers of
the twentieth century. This collecti

Under The Glacier
From the translator of the bestselling Poetic Edda
(Hackett, 2015) comes a gripping new rendering of
two of the greatest sagas of Old Norse literature.
Together the two sagas recount the story of seven
generations of a single legendary heroic family and
comprise our best source of traditional lore about its
members—including, among others, the dragonslayer Sigurd, Brynhild the Valkyrie, and the Viking
chieftain Ragnar Lothbrok.

The Happy Warriors
Booker Prize-winner Anita Brookner captures the
magic and depth of real life with this story of an
ordinary man whose unexpected longings, doubts,
and fears are universal. Paul Sturgis is resigned to his
bachelorhood and the quietude of his London flat. He
occasionally pays obliging visits to his nearest living
relative, Helena, his cousin’s widow. To avoid having
to turn down her Christmas invitation, Paul sets off for
a holiday in Venice where he meets Mrs. Vicky
Gardner, an intriguing woman in the midst of a
divorce. Upon his return to England, a former
girlfriend, Sarah, reenters Paul’s world and these two
women spark a transformation in Paul, culminating in
a shocking decision.
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Two Lives
Sometimes grim, sometimes uproarious, and always
captivating, Iceland’s Bell by Nobel Laureate Halldór
Laxness is at once an updating of the traditional
Icelandic saga and a caustic social satire. At the close
of the 17th century, Iceland is an oppressed Danish
colony, suffering under extreme poverty, famine, and
plague. A farmer and accused cord-thief named Jon
Hreggvidsson makes a bawdy joke about the Danish
king and soon after finds himself a fugitive charged
with the murder of the king’s hangman. In the years
that follow, the hapless but resilient rogue
Hreggvidsson becomes a pawn entangled in political
and personal conflicts playing out on a far grander
scale. Chief among these is the star-crossed love
affair between Snaefridur, known as “Iceland’s Sun,”
a beautiful, headstrong young noblewoman, and
Arnas Arnaeus, the king’s antiquarian, an aristocrat
whose worldly manner conceals a fierce devotion to
his downtrodden countrymen. As their personal
struggle plays itself out on an international stage,
Iceland’s Bell creates a Dickensian canvas of heroism
and venality, violence and tragedy, charged with
narrative enchantment on every page. From the
Trade Paperback edition.

The Atom Station
Now available in English, this Nordic Prize winner for
1988 is a story of incest and infanticide set in the
remote hinterlands of 19th-century Iceland.
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The Winemaker
Jean Marie Latour is a bishop who has been tasked
with establishing the Roman Catholic church in New
Mexico, which has just officially become a part of the
United States. After a treacherous year-long journey
to reach New Mexico, Latour finds some of the
Mexican religious leaders less than welcoming. Intent
on his goal, Latour works for the remainder of his life
to build a solid religious foundation in the fledgling
territory. Willa Cather was inspired to write Death
Comes for the Archbishop by the life of Archbishop
Jean-Baptiste Lamy who established the Saint Francis
Cathedral in New Mexico between 1869 and 1886.
HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of
literature to life in digital format, upholding the
highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more
titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to
build your digital library.

De Niro's Game
As an unloved foster child on a farm in rural Iceland,
Olaf Karason has only one consolation: the belief that
one day he will be a great poet. The indifference and
contempt of most of the people around him only
reinforces his sense of destiny, for in Iceland poets
are as likely to be scorned as they are to be revered.
Over the ensuing years, Olaf comes to lead the
paradigmatic poet’s life of poverty, loneliness, ruinous
love affairs and sexual scandal. But he will never
attain anything like greatness. As imagined by Nobel
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Prize winner Halldor Laxness in this magnificently
humane novel, what might be cruel farce achieves
pathos and genuine exaltation. For as Olaf’s ambition
drives him onward–and into the orbits of an unstable
spiritualist, a shady entrepreneur, and several
susceptible women–World Light demonstrates how
the creative spirit can survive in even the most
crushing environment and even the most unpromising
human vessel. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Under the Glacier
Despite growing up with a widowed and reclusive
mother, young Zoë Cunningham retains an
unshakable faith in storybook happy endings. When
her mother, Anne, finally decides to remarry, Zoë is
thrilled with her prospective stepfather, Simon Gould,
who is not only wealthy, but also kind and generous.
Simon’s affection for his new family allows Zoë to
pursue what she thinks is an independent life: her
own apartment in a fashionable part of London, a
university education, casual affairs, and carefree
holidays at Simon’s villa in Nice. When a series of
unexpected calamities intervene, Zoë learns that the
idyllic freedom she enjoys has come at a steep price.
To preserve both her mother’s and her own sense of
wellbeing, Zoë must discern the real motives of the
strangers on whom she now depends, including the
silent and mysterious man whose nocturnal
movements have attracted her attention.

Iceland's Bell
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A young Icelandic priest is sent to investigate the
pastor at remote Snaefells Glacier and uncovers a
mysterious and wild community full of
phantasmagoria and eccentricity, in a provocative
novel by the late Nobel laureate. Original. 10,000 first
printing.

The Great Weaver From Kashmir
As she grows up in a commune in rural New York,
twelve-year-old Saskia invents an imaginary world to
escape her humdrum surroundings, but a mysterious
invitation from her father soon attracts her attention

Bloodhoof
A sparkling, witty and confident debut from a rising
Canadian star whose Trinidadian roots and riotous
storytelling heritage inform her completely delightful
novel. It is 1974 in the town of Chance,
Trinidad--home to a colourful cast of cane farmers,
rum-drinkers, scandal-mongers . . . and a bright
18-year-old schoolgirl named Vimla Narine. After
passing her A-levels with extraordinary results and
accepting the coveted teaching post at Saraswati
Hindu school, Vimla is caught with the village pundit's
son, Krishna Govind. At night. Holding hands. By
morning, even the village vagrant has heard the news
and the Govinds and Narines find themselves at the
heart of Chance's most delicious disgrace since a
woman chased her cheating husband from the district
with a rolling pin. Very quickly, Vimla's teaching post
is rescinded, her mother goes on strike from
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everything, her father seeks solace in the rum shop
and Vimla is confined to her home. While Vimla waits
for Krishna to rescue her, Krishna's father exiles his
boy to Tobago with a suitcase of Hindu scriptures and
a command: Krishna will become a man of God. It is
his duty. Just when Vimla thinks her fate couldn't be
worse, her best friend, Minty, brings word that Krishna
has become betrothed to the beautiful Chalisa
Shankar. And Chalisa wants to meet Vimla. Together,
Vimla and Minty devise a scheme to win Krishna back
that involves blackmailing a neighbour, conspiring
with Chalisa, secret trysts in cane fields--and
unearthing surprising truths that could change
Vimla's, Krishna's and Chalisa's lives forever.

Arctic Chill
The Great Weaver from Kashmir is Nobel Prize winner
Halldór Laxness’ first major novel, the book that
propelled Icelandic literature into the modern world.
Shortly after World War One, Steinn Elliði, a young
philosopher-poet dandy, leaves the physical and
cultural confines of Iceland’s shores for mainland
Europe, seeking to become "the most perfect man on
earth." His journey leads us through a huge range of
moral, philosophical, religious, political, and social
realms, from hedonism to socialism to aestheticism to
Benedictine monasticism, exploring, as Laxness puts
it, "the far-ranging variety in the life of a soul, with
the swings on a pendulum oscillating between angel
and devil." Upon his return to Iceland, Steinn finds
himself more conflicted than before, torn between
love of the beauty and traditions of his homeland,
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longing and regret for his great adolescent love, Diljá,
and his newfound monastic ideal, forcing him to make
choices with fateful consequences. The Great Weaver
from Kashmir is as much a domestic parlor drama as
it is a novel of ideas; it can be seen as the downward
spiral of an antihero or an exploration of idealism and
loss; it is at once an inward-looking and daring early
novel and a modern epic spun by a superior
craftsman. Published when Laxness was only twentyfive years old, The Great Weaver from Kashmir’s
radical experimentation created a stir in Iceland.
Appearing in English now for the first time, The Great
Weaver is much more than a first major work by a
literary master—it is a remarkable modernist classic
written literally on the cultural and geographical
fringes of modern Europe.

Illumination Night
William Trevor's Last Stories is forthcoming from
Viking. In Reading Turgenev, which was shortlisted for
the Booker Prize, an Irish country girl is trapped in a
loveless marriage with an older man, but finds release
through secret meetings with a man who shares her
passion for Russian novels. My House in Umbra tells
of Emily Delahunty, a writer of romantic novels, who
helps survivors of a bomb attack on a train to
convalesce, inventing colorful pasts for her patients.
Two novels, two women who retreat further into the
realm of the imagination until the boundaries
between what is real and what is not become blurred.

An Evening of Long Goodbyes
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Ebenezer Le Page, cantankerous, opinionated, and
charming, is one of the most compelling literary
creations of the late twentieth century. Eighty years
old, Ebenezer has lived his whole life on the Channel
Island of Guernsey, a stony speck of a place caught
between the coasts of England and France yet a world
apart from either. Ebenezer himself is fiercely
independent, but as he reaches the end of his life he
is determined to tell his own story and the stories of
those he has known. He writes of family secrets and
feuds, unforgettable friendships and friendships
betrayed, love glimpsed and lost.The Book of
Ebenezer Le Page is a beautifully detailed chronicle of
a life, but it is equally an oblique reckoning with the
traumas of the twentieth century, as Ebenezer recalls
both the men lost to the Great War and the German
Occupation of Guernsey during World War II, and
looks with despair at the encroachments of commerce
and tourism on his beloved island. G. B. Edwards
labored in obscurity all his life and completed The
Book of Ebenezer Le Page shortly before his death.
Published posthumously, the book is a triumph of the
storyteller's art that conjures up the extraordinary
voice of a living man. "Imagine a weekend spent in
deep conversation with a superb old man, a crusty,
intelligent, passionate and individualistic character at
the peak of his powers as a raconteur, and you will
have a very good ideas of the impact ofThe Book of
Ebenezer Le PageIt amuses, it entertains, it moves
us” –The Washington Post "A true epic, as sexy as it is
hilarious, it seems drenched with the harsh tidal
beauties of its settingFor every person nearing
retirement, every latent writer who hopes to leave his
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island and find the literary mainland, its author–quiet,
self-sufficient, tidy Homeric–remains a patron saint."
–Allan Gurganus, O Magazine

Odd John
Christianity at Glacier
'Sublime' Carys Davies, author of West 'Beautiful and
devastating' Sara Taylor, author of The Shore Stan
has been hunting for fossils since the age of six. Now,
in the summer of 1954, he hears a story he cannot
forget: the skeleton of a huge creature – a veritable
dragon – lies deep in an Alpine glacier. And he is
determined to find it. But Stan is no mountaineer. To
complete his dangerous expedition, he must call on
loyal friend Umberto, who arrives with an eccentric
young assistant, and expert guide Gio. Time is short:
the four men must descend before the weather turns.
As bonds are forged and tested, the hazardous quest
for the earth’s lost creatures becomes a journey into
Stan’s own past. A Hundred Million Years and a Day is
a mesmerising story of nature, adventure and of one
man's determination to follow his dream, whatever it
may take.

Paradise Reclaimed
“Oddný Eir is an authentic author, philosopher and
mystic. She weaves together diaries and fiction. She
is the writer I feel can best express the female psyche
of now and has bridged the gap between rural Iceland
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and Western philosophy. A true pioneer!!!!!!!!”
—Björk The winner of the Icelandic Women’s
Literature Prize in 2012, Land of Love and Ruins is the
debut novel by a daring new voice in international
fiction: Oddný Eir. Written in the form of a diary but
with fantastical linguistic verve, the narrator sets out
on a universal quest: to find a place to belong—and a
way of being in the world. Paradoxically, her longing
to settle down drives her to embark on all kinds of
journeys, physical and mental, through time and
space, in order to find answers to questions that
concern not only her personally, but also the whole of
humankind. She explores various modes of living,
ponders different types of relationships and
contemplates her bond with her family, land and
nation; trying to find a balance between
companionship and independence, movement and
stability, past, present, and future. An enchanting
blend of autobiography, diary, philosophical inquiry,
and fantasy, Land of Love and Ruins is a richly
imagined and utterly unique book about being human
in the modern world.
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