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Wild Things
What is it that we do when we enjoy a text? What is the pleasure of reading? The French critic and theorist Roland Barthes’s
answers to these questions constitute "perhaps for the first time in the history of criticism . . . not only a poetics of reading .
. . but a much more difficult achievement, an erotics of reading . . . . Like filings which gather to form a figure in a magnetic
field, the parts and pieces here do come together, determined to affirm the pleasure we must take in our reading as against
the indifference of (mere) knowledge." --Richard Howard

The Pleasures of Crime
A distinguished critic rescues literature from the ivory tower and reestablishes reading as a personal source of complex
pleasure and insight.

Yang Xiong and the Pleasures of Reading and Classical Learning in China
The Pleasures of Counting
Based on years of ground-breaking research, this book supplies a look at the unique relationship between each text and the
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individual reader that results in a satisfying, pleasurable, and even life-changing reading experience. • Supplies succinct,
authoritative, and readable accounts on a wide range of genre literature and explains why these types of books appeal to
readers • Promotes the librarian's role with readers and helps librarians design readers' advisory services to better serve
readers • Offers valuable insights into readers and reading based on reading research • Includes an extensive bibliography
and list of relevant titles for further reading • Provides a fascinating read for librarians, educators, and avid readers

The Pleasures of Life
Against the claims of increasing sexualisation of culture, one truism is constantly rehearsed – that women have little taste
for pornography. In One for the Girls!, a new basis for understanding women’s pleasures in sexually explicit materials is
offered focusing on the production and consumption of For Women magazine. This thought-provoking book argues that
theories of harm, women’s subordination and accounts of effects or transgressive potentials have deflected attention away
from the lived experiences and practices of pornography; drawing on rich empirical detail, One for the Girls!, brings them
sharply into view. The book examines the ways in which pornography has become a favoured repository of social fears and
debunks the myth of the ‘evil pornographer’ producing images of objectified women for troubled male viewers. By focusing
on an individual publication, this book illuminates the ways in which pornography is a social product and subject to a range
of institutional practices which influence its styles and presentations. Significantly this book moves beyond the usual
rehearsal of claims about readers’ vulnerability to ideologies hidden in the text and uses readers’ designations of ‘sexy’ and
‘pleasureable’ to underpin an alternative theorisation of pornography. Exploring readers’ responses to nude male pinups,
explicit stories and sexy articles, the book traces the patterns of response hidden behind the title ‘porn reader’.

Why I Read
To his legions of fans, Charles Bukowski was—and remains—the quintessential counterculture icon. A hard-drinking wild
man of literature and a stubborn outsider to the poetry world, he wrote unflinchingly about booze, work, and women, in
raw, street-tough poems whose truth has struck a chord with generations of readers. Edited by John Martin, the legendary
publisher of Black Sparrow Press and a close friend of Bukowski's, The Pleasures of the Damned is a selection of the best
works from Bukowski's long poetic career, including the last of his never-before-collected poems. Celebrating the full range
of the poet's extraordinary and surprising sensibility, and his uncompromising linguistic brilliance, these poems cover a rich
lifetime of experiences and speak to Bukowski's “immense intelligence, the caring heart that saw through the sham of our
pretenses and had pity on our human condition” (New York Quarterly). The Pleasures of the Damned is an astonishing
poetic treasure trove, essential reading for both longtime fans and those just discovering this unique and legendary
American voice.
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The Pleasures of the Damned
Introduces Japanese culture, and discusses the aesthetics, poetry, fiction, and theater of Japan

Reading Essays
Authors describe how they became readers through contact with children's favorites, traditionally accepted classics, and a
wide variety of other reading material

Dorothy and Jack
"Wendy Lesser's extraordinary alertness, intelligence, and curiosity have made her one of America's most significant
cultural critics," writes Stephen Greenblatt. In Why I Read, Lesser draws on a lifetime of pleasure reading and decades of
editing one of the most distinguished literary magazines in the country, The Threepenny Review, to describe her love of
literature. As Lesser writes in her prologue, "Reading can result in boredom or transcendence, rage or enthusiasm,
depression or hilarity, empathy or contempt, depending on who you are and what the book is and how your life is shaping
up at the moment you encounter it." Here the reader will discover a definition of literature that is as broad as it is broadminded. In addition to novels and stories, Lesser explores plays, poems, and essays along with mysteries, science fiction,
and memoirs. As she examines these works from such perspectives as "Character and Plot," "Novelty," "Grandeur and
Intimacy," and "Authority," Why I Read sparks an overwhelming desire to put aside quotidian tasks in favor of reading.
Lesser's passion for this pursuit resonates on every page, whether she is discussing the book as a physical object or a
particular work's influence. "Reading literature is a way of reaching back to something bigger and older and different," she
writes. "It can give you the feeling that you belong to the past as well as the present, and it can help you realize that your
present will someday be someone else's past. This may be disheartening, but it can also be strangely consoling at times." A
book in the spirit of E. M. Forster's Aspects of the Novel and Elizabeth Hardwick's A View of My Own, Why I Read is
iconoclastic, conversational, and full of insight. It will delight those who are already avid readers as well as neophytes in
search of sheer literary fun.

The Pleasures of Japanese Literature
Potent Pleasures
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Dear Reader
In recent years, cultural commentators have sounded the alarm about the dire state of reading in America. Americans are
not reading enough, they say, or reading the right books, in the right way. In this book, Alan Jacobs argues that, contrary to
the doomsayers, reading is alive and well in America. There are millions of devoted readers supporting hundreds of
enormous bookstores and online booksellers. Oprah's Book Club is hugely influential, and a recent NEA survey reveals an
actual uptick in the reading of literary fiction. Jacobs's interactions with his students and the readers of his own books,
however, suggest that many readers lack confidence; they wonder whether they are reading well, with proper focus and
attentiveness, with due discretion and discernment. Many have absorbed the puritanical message that reading is, first and
foremost, good for you--the intellectual equivalent of eating your Brussels sprouts. For such people, indeed for all readers,
Jacobs offers some simple, powerful, and much needed advice: read at whim, read what gives you delight, and do so
without shame, whether it be Stephen King or the King James Version of the Bible. In contrast to the more methodical
approach of Mortimer Adler's classic How to Read a Book (1940), Jacobs offers an insightful, accessible, and playfully
irreverent guide for aspiring readers. Each chapter focuses on one aspect of approaching literary fiction, poetry, or
nonfiction, and the book explores everything from the invention of silent reading, reading responsively, rereading, and
reading on electronic devices. Invitingly written, with equal measures of wit and erudition, The Pleasures of Reading in an
Age of Distraction will appeal to all readers, whether they be novices looking for direction or old hands seeking to recapture
the pleasures of reading they first experienced as children.

The Pleasures of Men
A nostalgic ramble through classics of children's literature explores the stories of their creators while revealing the wisdom
that can be found in masterpieces ranging from "The Cat in the Hat" and "Charlotte's Web" to "The Very Hungry
Caterpillar.".

The Pleasure of Reading
What happens when we push past the surface and allow real, grounded, mutually challenging, and edifying friendships to
develop? We need only look at the little-known friendship between eminent Christian thinkers Dorothy L. Sayers and C. S.
Lewis to find out. Born out of a fan letter that celebrated mystery novelist Sayers wrote to Lewis as his star was just
beginning to rise, this friendship between a married woman and a longtime bachelor developed over years of
correspondence as the two discovered their mutual admiration of each other's writing, thinking, and faith. In a time when
many Christians now aren't even sure that a man and a woman can be "just friends" and remain faithful, Gina Dalfonzo's
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engaging treatment of the relationship between two of Christianity's most important modern thinkers and writers will
resonate deeply with anyone who longs for authentic, soul-stirring friendships that challenge them to grow intellectually
and spiritually. Fans of Lewis and Sayers will find here a fascinating addition to their collections.

Lost in a Good Book
"W.H. Auden once wrote that "art is our chief means of breaking bread with the dead." In his brilliant and compulsively
readable new treatise BREAKING BREAD WITH THE DEAD, distinguished professor and author Alan Jacobs shows us that
engaging with the great writings of the past might help us live less anxiously in the present. Today we are battling too
much information, a society changing at lightning speed, algorithms aimed at shaping our every move, and a sense that
history is not a resource, only something to be vanquished. The modern solution to our problems is turn inwards, to
surround ourselves only with that which is like us. Jacobs' answer is just the opposite: to be in conversation with, and to be
challenged by, the great thinkers of the past. What can Homer teach us about force? What does Frederick Douglass have to
say about our difficulties with the Founding Fathers? And what can we learn from modern authors who are doing this work?
How can Ursula K. Le Guin teach us to see the women of the canon differently? BREAKING BREAD WITH THE DEAD is a close
reading with a gifted scholar of texts from across the ages, including the work of Amitav Ghosh, Anita Desai, Henrik Ibsen,
Jean Rhys, Simone Weil, Edith Wharton, Claude Levi-Strauss, Italo Calvino, and many more. By agreeing to a conversation
with the past, we can draw on more wisdom than the modern consciousness offers"--

The Pleasure of Reading
Selections from the work of sixty-five poets, from Homer and Ovid to Frank O'Hara and John Ashberry, accompany a
discussion of poetry, including meter, line division, rhyme, and poetic forms

Days of Reading
In today's crazily busy world the importance of making time for leisure is more vital than ever. Yet so many of us lack a
talent for it. We are working longer hours, consuming more than ever before; technology erodes the work-life balance
further; increasingly, people feel that only work gives existence meaning. In a world where time is money, what is the value
of walking without purpose, socialising without networking, nesting when we could be on our laptops? Robert Dessaix
shows, in this thoughtful and witty book, how taking leisure seriously gives us back our freedom - to enjoy life, to revel in it,
in fact; to deepen our sense of who we are as human beings. He explains how we can reclaim our right to 'rest well', and to
loaf, groom, nest and play, as he looks at leisure from many angles- reading, walking, travelling, learning languages, taking
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siestas and simply doing nothing. The result is a terrifically lively and engaging conversation that reminds us that at leisure
we are at our most intensely and pleasurably human.

The Pleasures of Book Collecting
Silent reading is now universally accepted as normal; indeed reading aloud to oneself may be interpreted as showing a lack
of ability or understanding. Yet reading aloud was usual, indeed unavoidable, throughout antiquity and most of the middle
ages. Saenger investigates the origins of the gradual separation of words within a continuous written text and the
consequent development of silent reading. He then explores the spread of these practices throughout western Europe, and
the eventual domination of silent reading in the late medieval period. A detailed work with substantial notes and
appendices for reference.

The Pleasures of Reading
The Pleasures of Reading
In these inspiring essays about why we read, Proust explores all the pleasures and trials that we take from books, as well as
explaining the beauty of Ruskin and his work, and the joys of losing yourself in literature as a child. Throughout history,
some books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we see ourselves – and each other. They have
inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have
enriched lives – and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and
visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are.

Teaching the Pleasures of Reading
Eloisa James breathes new life into one of the most popular fiction genres with her highly original debut novel Potent
Pleasures, a charming, vividly peopled Regency romance. With an uncanny wit and an eye for the whimsical, she unravels a
complex--and often hilarious--chain of events inadvertently set in motion by a young woman's first taste of forbidden
pleasure. About to make her debut in London society, Charlotte Calverstill, beneath the lavish gowns and manners of a wellbrought-up young lady, yearns for a taste of freedom. Pushing propriety aside, one evening she sneaks out with a friend to
attend a masked ball, and there meets a devastatingly handsome stranger who relieves her--not against her wishes--of her
virtue, then vanishes. Years later, when they meet again, the rogue does not remember Charlotte. But she certainly
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remembers him; she has since learned not only his identity, but also a titillating piece of gossip about him that is sure to set
society abuzz. The intricate web that a now-wiser Charlotte weaves to exact her due ensures justice for some and great
merriment for all. Taking the Regency historical to fresh new places, with artful smoothness and irrepressible humor, Eloisa
James delivers a winsome tale of first love and life's unexpected surprises. BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from
Eloisa James's Paris in Love.

Knowing Readers
Offers an overview of children's literature in the context of professional discussion of children's literature and reading.
Focusing on controversial issues and designed to provoke thought and debate, this text examines literary response to and
analysis of the field of literary texts written by adults for children.

The Pleasures of Reading: A Booklover's Alphabet
What is the connection between the outbreak of cholera in Victorian Soho, the Battle of the Atlantic, African Eve and the
design of anchors? One answer is that they are all examples chosen by Dr Tom Körner to show how a little mathematics can
shed light on the world around us, and deepen our understanding of it. Dr Körner, an experienced author, describes a
variety of topics which continue to interest professional mathematicians, like him. He does this using relatively simple terms
and ideas, yet confronting difficulties (which are often the starting point for new discoveries) and avoiding condescension. If
you have ever wondered what it is that mathematicians do, and how they go about it, then read on. If you are a
mathematician wanting to explain to others how you spend your working days (and nights), then seek inspiration here.

The Most Wonderful Books
Explores the reading habits of teens and how educators can learn how to teach reading from the choices that young
readers make for themselves.

The Reading Zone
The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction
How did this nineteenth-century novelist change the way we think? “A fine contribution to the sociology of literature . . .
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Highly recommended.” —Choice What are the sources of the commonly held presumption that reading literature should
make people more just, humane, and sophisticated? Looking at literary history in relation to the cultural histories of
reading, publishing, and education, The Pleasures of Memory illuminates the ways in which Dickens’s serial fiction shaped
not only the popular practice of reading for pleasure and instruction but also the school subject we now know as “English.”
Sarah Winter shows how Dickens’s serial fiction instigated specific reading practices by reworking the conventions of
religious didactic tracts from which most Victorians learned to read. Incorporating an influential associationist psychology of
learning founded on the cumulative functioning of memory, Dickens’s serial novels consistently led readers to reflect on
their reading as a form of shared experience. Dickens’s celebrity authorship, Winter argues, represented both a successful
marketing program for popular fiction and a cultural politics addressed to a politically unaffiliated, social-activist Victorian
readership. As late-nineteenth-century educational reforms consolidated British and American readers into “mass”
populations served by state school systems, Dickens’s beloved novels came to embody the socially inclusive and
humanizing goals of democratic education.

The Pleasures of Reading: A Booklover's Alphabet
In this delightful collection forty-three acclaimed writers explain what first made them interested in literature, what inspired
them to read and what makes them continue to do so. First published in 1992 in hardback only, original contributors include
Margaret Atwood, J. G. Ballard, Melvyn Bragg, A. S. Byatt, Carol Ann Duffy, Simon Gray, Germaine Greer, Alan Hollinghurst,
Doris Lessing, Candia McWilliam, Edna O'Brien, Ruth Rendell, Tom Stoppard, Sue Townsend and Jeanette Winterson. The
new edition will include essays from five new writers, Emily Berry, Kamila Shamsie, Rory Stewart, Katie Waldegrave and
Tom Wells. Royalties generated from this project will go to Give a Book, www.giveabook.org.uk, a charity set up in 2011
that seeks to get books to places where they will be of particular benefit. Give a Book works in conjunction with Age UK,
Prison Reading Groups, Maggie's Centres, which help people affected by cancer, and various schools and literacy projects,
such as Beanstalk, where many pupils have never had a book of their own in their lives.

Building Communities of Engaged Readers
Approaches abound to help us beneficially, enjoyably read fiction, poetry, and drama. Here, for the first time, is a book that
aims to do the same for the essay. G. Douglas Atkins performs sustained readings of more than twenty-five major essays,
explaining how we can appreciate and understand what this currently resurgent literary form reveals about the “art of
living.” Atkins’s readings cover a wide spectrum of writers in the English language--and his readings are themselves essays,
gracefully written, engaged, and engaging. Atkins starts with the earliest British practitioners of the form, including Francis
Bacon, John Dryden, Alexander Pope, and Samuel Johnson. Transcendentalist writers Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo
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Emerson are included, as are works by Americans James Baldwin, Zora Neale Hurston, and E. B. White. Atkins also provides
readings of a number of contemporary essayists, among them Annie Dillard, Scott Russell Sanders, and Cynthia Ozick.
Many of the readings are of essays that Atkins has used successfully in the classroom, with undergraduate and graduate
students, for many years. In his introduction Atkins offers practical advice on the specific demands essays make and the
unique opportunities they offer, especially for college courses. The book ends with a note on the writing of essays,
furthering the author’s contention that reading should not be separated from writing. Reading Essays continues in the
tradition of such definitive texts as Understanding Poetry and Understanding Fiction. Throughout, Atkins reveals the joy,
delight, grace, freedom, and wisdom of “the glorious essay.”

The Pleasures of Poetry
Space Between Words
The Pleasure of Reading reflects on the joys of owning and reading books. It looks at the situations that lead people to
become keen readers and the ways in which parents and teachers can encourage children’s love of stories. It is critical of
traditional methods of studying literature that deter many children from regarding reading as a pleasurable activity. The
book also looks at the interests and passions that motivate novelists and the wide range of subjects on which they choose
to write, the kind of stories they tell, the themes that they explore and the skill with which they handle their plots,
characters and settings. Particular attention is given to the novelist’s role as a protester against injustice, persecution and
the abuse of power.

The Pleasures of Leisure
Reading Unbound
Compilation of lyrical works surveys the achievements of American and British poets ranging from John Donne to the
Beatles

Making Your Own Days
Based on years of ground-breaking research, this book supplies a look at the unique relationship between each text and the
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individual reader that results in a satisfying, pleasurable, and even life-changing reading experience. • Supplies succinct,
authoritative, and readable accounts on a wide range of genre literature and explains why these types of books appeal to
readers • Promotes the librarian's role with readers and helps librarians design readers' advisory services to better serve
readers • Offers valuable insights into readers and reading based on reading research • Includes an extensive bibliography
and list of relevant titles for further reading • Provides a fascinating read for librarians, educators, and avid readers

The Pleasures of Children's Literature
For 150 years the French public and literati have enjoyed a love affair with crime fiction. This book investigates the nature
of this relationship and how through periods of dramatic social and political change in France it has flourished. It challenges
the conventional view of a popular genre feeding a niche market, depicting crime fiction instead as a field of creative
endeavour, which has gradually matured into one of considerable literary fertility. By inviting us to share secrets and crack
codes, creating suspense and (at times) not shirking from presenting horrific events in graphic language, the crime story
brings into play the intellect and emotions of its readership. This book explores both this intrinsic literary value of the crime
novel and its extrinsic witness to historical events and cultural trends, arguing that these apparently distinct aspects are in
fact dynamic, interrelated parts of the same whole. This blend of cultural history with literary analysis allows for the
discussion of themes such as politics, memory, the urban environment and youth cultures, mixed with case studies of major
French crime writers, including Gaston Leroux, Georges Simenon, Jean-Patrick Manchette, Daniel Pennac and Fred Vargas.

The Pleasures of Memory
Reading for pleasure urgently requires a higher profile to raise attainment and increase children’s engagement as selfmotivated and socially interactive readers. Building Communities of Engaged Readers highlights the concept of ‘Reading
Teachers’ who are not only knowledgeable about texts for children, but are aware of their own reading identities and
prepared to share their enthusiasm and understanding of what being a reader means. Sharing the processes of reading with
young readers is an innovative approach to developing new generations of readers. Examining the interplay between the
‘will and the skill’ to read, the book distinctively details a reading for pleasure pedagogy and demonstrates that reader
engagement is strongly influenced by relationships between children, teachers, families and communities. Importantly it
provides compelling evidence that reciprocal reading communities in school encompass: a shared concept of what it means
to be a reader in the 21st century; considerable teacher and child knowledge of children’s literature and other texts;
pedagogic practices which acknowledge and develop diverse reader identities; spontaneous ‘inside-text talk’ on the part of
all members; a shift in the focus of control and new social spaces that encourage choice and children’s rights as readers.
Written by experts in the literacy field and illustrated throughout with examples from the project schools, it is essential
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reading for all those concerned with improving young people’s enjoyment of and attainment in reading.

Reading for Pleasure and Reading Circles for Adult Emergent Readers
Spitalfields, 1840. Catherine Sorgeiul is nineteen and lives with her uncle in a rambling house in London’s East End.
Sheltered and nervous, she has few companions and little to occupy the days beyond her own colourful imagination. But
then a murderer strikes the city, ripping open the chests of young girls and stuffing hair into their mouths to resemble a
beak, leading the press to christen him the Man of Crows. Catherine becomes obsessed with the grim crimes, and as she
devours the news, she discovers she can channel the voices of the dead . . . and comes to believe she will eventually
channel the Man of Crows himself. The murders continue to incite panic in the city, and Catherine gradually realizes she has
put herself in the centre of a deadly trap of sexual obsession, deceit and betrayal. Elegant, mysterious and thrilling, The
Pleasures of Men reveals the dark, beating heart of 19th-century London, where corruption and desperate desires lurked
under a serene surface.

Breaking Bread with the Dead
The second installment in Jasper Fforde’s New York Times bestselling series follows literary detective Thursday Next on
another adventure in her alternate reality of literature-obsessed England—from the author of Early Riser The inventive,
exuberant, and totally original literary fun that began with The Eyre Affair continues with New York Times bestselling author
Jasper Fforde’s magnificent second adventure starring the resourceful, fearless literary sleuth Thursday Next. When Landen,
the love of her life, is eradicated by the corrupt multinational Goliath Corporation, Thursday must moonlight as a Prose
Resource Operative of Jurisfiction—the police force inside the BookWorld. She is apprenticed to the man-hating Miss
Havisham from Dickens’s Great Expectations, who grudgingly shows Thursday the ropes. And she gains just enough skill to
get herself in a real mess entering the pages of Poe’s “The Raven.” What she really wants is to get Landen back. But this
latest mission is not without further complications. Along with jumping into the works of Kafka and Austen, and even Beatrix
Potter’s The Tale of the Flopsy Bunnies, Thursday finds herself the target of a series of potentially lethal coincidences, the
authenticator of a newly discovered play by the Bard himself, and the only one who can prevent an unidentifiable pink
sludge from engulfing all life on Earth. It’s another genre-bending blend of crime fiction, fantasy, and top-drawer literary
entertainment for fans of Douglas Adams and P. G. Wodehouse. Thursday’s zany investigations continue with The Well of
Lost Plots.

A Theology Of Reading
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In the UK, the adult literacy provision has become more functional and more assessment driven over the last decade,
largely due to funding requirements. However, one result of this is that the clear benefits of reading for pleasure in adult
skills development have become less apparent. This book addresses the need to support teachers in the development of
adults' skills through reading for pleasure, by incorporating the activity into the curriculum. It focuses on reading for
pleasure for adult emergent readers - those who consider themselves non-readers, either because they feel they cannot or
do not read - and it draws on the author's research with adult readers and reading circles. The book shows how to
incorporate reading for pleasure into adult literacy teaching in a range of non-formal and formal settings.

The Pleasure of the Text
If the whole of the Christian life is to be governed by the "law of love"—the twofold love of God and one's neighbor—what
might it mean to read lovingly? That is the question that drives this unique book. Through theological reflection
interspersed with readings of literary texts (Shakespeare and Cervantes, Nabokov and Nicholson Baker, George Eliot and W.
H. Auden and Dickens), Jacobs pursues an elusive quarry: the charitable reader.

One for the Girls!
'I loved this book . . . I’m so desperate for you all to share in its wonder' - Elizabeth Day, author of How To Fail. Dear Reader
is a moving, funny and joyous exploration of how books can change the course of your life, packed with recommendations
from one reader to another. For as long as she can remember, Cathy Rentzenbrink has lost and found herself in stories.
Growing up she was rarely seen without her nose in a book and read in secret long after lights out. When tragedy struck,
books kept her afloat. Eventually they lit the way to a new path, first as a bookseller and then as a writer. No matter what
the future holds, reading will always help. From the Sunday Times bestselling author of The Last Act of Love. 'A love letter
to stories and reading . . . a book to cherish' - Nina Stibbe, author of Love, Nina
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