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Imagination and the Imaginary
Most readers of Sartre focus only on the works written
at the peak of his influence as a public intellectual in
the 1940s, notably "Being and Nothingness". "JeanPaul Sartre: Key Concepts" aims to reassess Sartre
and to introduce readers to the full breadth of his
philosophy. Bringing together leading international
scholars, the book examines concepts from across
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Sartre's career, from his initial views on the "inner
life" of conscious experience, to his later conceptions
of hope as the binding agent for a common humanity.
The book will be invaluable to readers looking for a
comprehensive assessment of Sartre's thinking - from
his early influences to the development of his key
concepts, to his legacy.

Imagination
The Imaginary marks the first attempt to introduce
Husserl's work into the English-speaking world. This
new translation rectifies flaws in the 1948 translation
and recaptures the essence of Sartre's
phenomenology.

The Philosophy of Jean-Paul Sartre
What is Literature? challenges anyone who writes as if
literature could be extricated from history or society.
But Sartre does more than indict. He offers a
definitive statement about the phenomenology of
reading, and he goes on to provide a dashing
example of how to write a history of literature that
takes ideology and institutions into account.

Jean-Paul Sartre
The Imagination
Presents a collection of critical essays on the works of
Jean-Paul Sartre.
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The Family Idiot
What Is Subjectivity?
The concept of the imaginary is pervasive within
contemporary thought, yet can be a baffling and often
controversial term. In Imagination and the Imaginary,
Kathleen Lennon explores the links between
imagination - regarded as the faculty of creating
images or forms - and the imaginary, which links such
imagery with affect or emotion and captures the
significance which the world carries for us. Beginning
with an examination of contrasting theories of
imagination proposed by Hume and Kant, Lennon
argues that the imaginary is not something in
opposition to the real, but the very faculty through
which the world is made real to us. She then turns to
the vexed relationship between perception and
imagination and, drawing on Kant, Merleau-Ponty and
Sartre, explores some fundamental questions, such as
whether there is a distinction between the perceived
and the imagined; the relationship between
imagination and creativity; and the role of the body in
perception and imagination. Invoking also Spinoza
and Coleridge, Lennon argues that, far from being a
realm of illusion, the imaginary world is our most
direct mode of perception. She then explores the role
the imaginary plays in the formation of the self and
the social world. A unique feature of the volume is
that it compares and contrasts a philosophical
tradition of thinking about the imagination - running
from Kant and Hume to Strawson and John McDowell Page 3/24
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with the work of phenomenological, psychoanalytic,
poststructuralist and feminist thinkers such as
Merleau-Ponty, Sartre, Lacan, Castoriadis, Irigaray,
Gatens and Lloyd. This makes Imagination and the
Imaginary essential reading for students and scholars
working in phenomenology, philosophy of perception,
social theory, cultural studies and aesthetics. Cover
Image: Bronze Bowl with Lace, Ursula Von
Rydingsvard, 2014. Courtesy the artist, Galerie Lelong
and Yorkshire Sculpture Park. Photo Jonty Wilde.

Sketch for a Theory of the Emotions
First published in 1972. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

The Existentialism of Jean-Paul Sartre
Books, and the printed word more generally, are
aspects of modern life that are all too often taken for
granted. Yet the emergence of the book was a
process of immense historical importance and
heralded the dawning of the epoch of modernity. In
this much praised history of that process, Lucien
Febvre and Henri-Jean Martin mesh together
economic and technological history, sociology and
anthropology, as well as the study of modes of
consciousness, to root the development of the printed
word in the changing social relations and ideological
struggles of Western Europe.

Pre-reflective Consciousness
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Jean-Paul Sartre was one of the most influential
philosophers of the twentieth century. The fourteen
original essays in this volume focus on the
phenomenological and existentialist writings of the
first major phase of his published career, arguing with
scholarly precision for their continuing importance to
philosophical debate. Aspects of Sartre’s philosophy
under discussion in this volume include:
consciousness and self-consciousness imagination
and aesthetic experience emotions and other feelings
embodiment selfhood and the Other freedom, bad
faith, and authenticity literary fiction as philosophical
writing Reading Sartre: on Phenomenology and
Existentialism is an indispensable resource for
understanding the nature and importance of Sartre’s
philosophy. It is essential reading for students of
phenomenology, existentialism, ethics, or aesthetics,
and for anyone interested in the roots of
contemporary thought in twentieth century
philosophy.

The Coming of the Book
There are perpetual debates about the extent of
freedom in politics. Are we free to choose? Are we
overdetermined by our material conditions? Some
hybrid between the two? What is more, how are we to
comprehend ourselves as creators of history if
freedom itself is a problematic concept? And what
would it mean if self-comprehension were foreclosed
by this problematic? In this text, Austin Hayden Smidt
analyzes an oft-overlooked text by Jean-Paul Sartre in
order to ground a logical framework for exploring this
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paradox. In Critique of Dialectical Reason, Sartre
sought to develop an historical and structural
heuristic; one that would enable future theorists and
activists alike to assess the pressing problems facing
the various milieux of capitalist life. Through this
heuristic, his intent was to develop an orientation
enabling humans to transform their world in their
perpetual creation of themselves (and vice versa).
However, the stylistic difficulties of the text, as well as
a general agreement among previous interpreters,
has prevented the richness of the investigation from
taking root. This book sets a new course, and invites
further collaboration as – together – we create society
as a work of art.

Colonialism and Neocolonialism
Pre-reflective Consciousness: Sartre and
Contemporary Philosophy of Mind delves into the
relationship between the current analytical debates
on consciousness and the debates that took place
within continental philosophy in the twentieth century
and in particular around the time of Sartre and within
his seminal works. Examining the return of the
problem of subjectivity in philosophy of mind and the
idea that phenomenal consciousness could not be
reduced to functional or cognitive properties, this
volume includes twenty-two unique contributions
from leading scholars in the field. Asking questions
such as: Why we should think that self-consciousness
is non-reflective? Is subjectivity first-personal? Does
consciousness necessitate self-awareness? Do we
need pre-reflective self-consciousness? Are egoPage 6/24
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disorders in psychosis a dysfunction of pre-reflective
self-awareness? How does the Cartesian duality
between body and mind fit into Sartre’s conceptions
of consciousness?

Poetics of Imagining
Translated by Kenneth Williford and David Rudrauf.

Sartre, Imagination and Dialectical
Reason
The Imaginary marks the first attempt to introduce
Husserl's work into the English-speaking world. This
new translation rectifies flaws in the 1948 translation
and recaptures the essence of Sartre's
phenomenology.

The Psychology of Imagination
Imaginary Interviews with Sartre, Heidegger, and
Camus.

Comparing Kant and Sartre
Webber argues for a new interpretation of Sartrean
existentialism. On this reading, Sartre is arguing that
each person’s character consists in the projects they
choose to pursue and that we are all already aware of
this but prefer not to face it. Careful consideration of
his existentialist writings shows this to be the unifying
theme of his theories of consciousness, freedom, the
self, bad faith, personal relationships, existential
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psychoanalysis, and the possibility of authenticity.
Developing this account affords many insights into
various aspects of his philosophy, not least
concerning the origins, structure, and effects of bad
faith and the resulting ethic of authenticity. This
discussion makes clear the contributions that Sartre’s
work can make to current debates over the objectivity
of ethics and the psychology of agency, character,
and selfhood. Written in an accessible style and
illustrated with reference to Sartre’s fiction, this book
should appeal to general readers and students as well
as to specialists.

The Imaginary
The Transcendence of the Ego may be regarded as a
turning-point in the philosophical development of JeanPaul Sartre. Prior to the writing of this essay,
published in France in 1937, Sartre had been
intimately acquainted with the phenomenological
movement which originated in Germany with Edmund
Husserl. It is a fundamental tenet of Husserl, the
notion of a transcendent ego, which is here attacked
by Sartre. This disagreement with Husserl has great
importance for Sartre and facilitated the transition
from phenomenology to the doctrine of Being and
Nothingness.

The Psychology of the Imagination
Renowned French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre
references artists such as Tintoretto, Calder,
Lapoujade, Titian, Raphael, and Michaelangelo in
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discussing how great art of the past relates to the
challenges of his eraEssays in Aesthetics is a
provocative collection that considers the nature of art
and its meaning. Sartre considers the artist’s
“function,” and the relation of art and the artist to the
human condition. Sartre integrates his deep concern
for the sensibilities of the artist with a fascinating
analysis of the techniques of the artist as creator. The
result is a vibrant manifesto of existentialist
aesthetics. By looking at existentialism through the
lens of great art, Essays in Aesthetics is just as
valuable a read to the artist as it is to the philosopher.

Jean-Paul Sartre
Jean-Paul Sartre's technical and multifaceted concept
of magic is central for understanding crucial elements
of his early philosophy (1936-1943), not least his
conception of the ego, emotion, the imaginary and
value. Daniel O'Shiel follows the thread of magic
throughout Sartre's early philosophical work. Firstly,
Sartre's work on the ego (1936) shows a personal,
reflective form of consciousness that is magically
hypostasized onto the pre-reflective level. Secondly,
emotion (1938) is inherently magical for Sartre
because emotive qualities come to inhere in objects
and thereby transform a world of pragmatism into one
of captivation. Thirdly, analyses of The Imaginary
(1940) reveal that anything we imagine is a
spontaneous creation of consciousness that has the
power to enchant and immerse us, even to the point
of images holding sway over us. Culminating with
Sartre's ontological system of Being and Nothingness
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(1943), O'Shiel argues that Sartre does not do away
with the concept, but in fact provides ontological
roots for it. This is most evident in Sartre's analyses of
value, possession and language. A second part shows
how such Sartrean magic is highly relevant for a
number of concrete case studies: the arts,
advertising, racism and stupidity, and certain
instances of psychopathology. O'Shiel shows that
Sartre's magical being is important for any
contemporary philosophical anthropology because it
is essentially at work at the heart of many of our most
significant experiences, both creative and damaging.

Imagination
Jean-Paul Sartre, at the height of his powers, debates
with Italy’s leading intellectuals In 1961, the prolific
French intellectual Jean-Paul Sartre was invited to
give a talk at the Gramsci Institute in Rome. In
attendance were some of Italy’s leading Marxist
thinkers, such as Enzo Paci, Cesare Luporini, and
Galvano Della Volpe, whose contributions to the long
and remarkable discussion that followed are collected
in this volume, along with the lecture itself. Sartre
posed the question “What is subjectivity?”—a
question of renewed importance today to
contemporary debates concerning “the subject” in
critical theory. This work includes a preface by Michel
Kail and Raoul Kirchmayr and an afterword by Fredric
Jameson, who makes a rousing case for the continued
importance of Sartre’s philosophy. From the Trade
Paperback edition.
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Being and Nothingness
We may therefore conclude that imagination is not an
empirical power added to consciousness, but it is the
whole of consciousness as it realizes its freedom.' Jean-Paul Sartre . Sartre's L'Imaginaire was first
published in French in 1940 and in English in 1948.
This new translation, the first for over fifty years, is of
the recent French edition revised by Arlette ElkaimSartre. It corrects many important mistakes in the
earlier English translation and includes a new
introduction by Jonathan Webber, placing the book in
a contemporary context. The Imaginary is one of
Sartre's most important works and an ideal
introduction to his thought. It is a brilliant and lucid
examination of one supposedly simple human act: the
act of imagining something. Sartre's genius is to show
that between this act and the world that imagination
creates, lies nothing less than a new theory of of
human consciousness. The book contains Sartre's
devastating criticisms of scientific psychology and he
presents, for the first time, the radical theories of
consciousness and human freedom that were to
appear a few years later in his magnum opus, Being
and Nothingness.; Considering the role of the
imagination and the emotions, such as disgust, Sartre
argues that it is because human beings can imagine
or think of things as they are not, that they are
ultimately free. The Imaginary is essential reading for
anyone interested in Sartre, exitentialism,
phenomenology, twentieth century philosophy and
philosophy of mind.
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The Existentialism of Jean-Paul Sartre
‘No matter how long I may look at an image, I shall
never find anything in it but what I put there. It is in
this fact that we find the distinction between an
image and a perception.' - Jean-Paul Sartre
L’Imagination was published in 1936 when Jean-Paul
Sartre was thirty years old. Long out of print, this is
the first English translation in many years. The
Imagination is Sartre’s first full philosophical work,
presenting some of the basic arguments concerning
phenomenology, consciousness and intentionality
that were to later appear in his master works and be
so influential in the course of twentieth-century
philosophy. Sartre begins by criticising philosophical
theories of the imagination, particularly those of
Descartes, Leibniz and Hume, before establishing his
central thesis. Imagination does not involve the
perception of ‘mental images’ in any literal sense,
Sartre argues, yet reveals some of the fundamental
capacities of consciousness. He then reviews
psychological theories of the imagination, including a
fascinating discussion of the work of Henri Bergson.
Sartre argues that the ‘classical conception’ is
fundamentally flawed because it begins by conceiving
of the imagination as being like perception and then
seeks, in vain, to re-establish the difference between
the two. Sartre concludes with an important chapter
on Husserl’s theory of the imagination which, despite
sharing the flaws of earlier approaches, signals a new
phenomenological way forward in understanding the
imagination. The Imagination is essential reading for
anyone interested in the philosophy of Jean-Paul
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Sartre, phenomenology, and the history of twentiethcentury philosophy. This new translation includes a
helpful historical and philosophical introduction by
Kenneth Williford and David Rudrauf. Also included is
Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s important review of
L’Imagination upon its publication in French in 1936.
Translated by Kenneth Williford and David Rudrauf.

Rethinking Existentialism
Colonialism and Neo-Colonialism is a classic critique
of France's policies in Algeria in the 1950s and 1960s
and inspired much subsequent writing on colonialism,
post-colonialism, politics, and literature. It includes
Sartre's celebrated preface to Fanon's classic
Wretched of the Earth. Colonialism and NeoColonialism had a profound impact on French
intellectual life, inspiring many other influential
French thinkers and critics of colonialism such as JeanFrancois Lyotard, Frantz Fanon, Pierre Bourdieu and
Jacques Derrida.

Truth and Existence
For a long time, commentators viewed Sartre as one
of Kant's significant twentieth-century critics. Recent
research of their philosophies has discovered that
Sartre's relation to Kant's work manifests an 'anxiety
of influence', which masks more profound similarities.
This volume of newly written comparative essays is
the first edited collection on the philosophies of Kant
and Sartre. The volume focuses on issues in
metaphysics, metaethics and metaphilosophy, and
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explores the similarities and differences between the
two authors, as well as the complementarity of some
of their views, particularly on autonomy, happiness,
self-consciousness, evil, temporality, imagination and
the nature of philosophy.

The Oxford Handbook of the History of
Phenomenology
This Oxford Handbook offers a broad critical survey of
the development of phenomenology, one of the main
streams of philosophy since the 19th century.
Comprising 37 specially written essays by leading
figures in the field, it will be the authoritative guide to
how phenomenology started, how it developed, and
where it is heading.

The Imagination
Philosopher, novelist, dramatist and existentialist JeanPaul Sartre is one of the greatest writers of all time.
He was fascinated by the role played by the emotions
in human life and placed them at the heart of his
philosophy. This brilliant short work - which contains
some of the principal ideas later to appear in his
masterpiece Being and Nothingness - is Sartre at his
best: insightful, engaging and controversial. Far from
constraining one's freedom, as we often think, Sartre
argues that emotions are fundamental to it and that
an emotion is nothing less than 'a transformation of
the world'. With a new foreword by Sebastian
Gardner.
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Sartre and Magic
Jean-Paul Sartre (1905–1980) was one of the most
influential thinkers of the twentieth century. Regarded
as the father of existentialist philosophy, he was also
a political critic, moralist, playwright, novelist, and
author of biographies and short stories. Thomas R.
Flynn provides the first book-length account of Sartre
as a philosopher of the imaginary, mapping the
intellectual development of his ideas throughout his
life, and building a narrative that is not only
philosophical but also attentive to the political and
literary dimensions of his work. Exploring Sartre's
existentialism, politics, ethics, and ontology, this book
illuminates the defining ideas of Sartre's oeuvre: the
literary and the philosophical, the imaginary and the
conceptual, his descriptive phenomenology and his
phenomenological concept of intentionality, and his
conjunction of ethics and politics with an 'egoless'
consciousness. It will appeal to all who are interested
in Sartre's philosophy and its relation to his life.

Introducing the Existentialists
Sartre portrays the emotional and intellectual impact
of the fall of France on one group of citizens.

Ecology and Existence
A new trade edition of Sartre's magnum opus. First
published in 1943, this masterpiece defines the
modern condition and still holds relevance for today's
readers.
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The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy
of Imagination
Named one of the Ten Best Books of 2016 by the New
York Times, a spirited account of a major intellectual
movement of the twentieth century and the
revolutionary thinkers who came to shape it, by the
best-selling author of How to Live Sarah Bakewell.
Paris, 1933: three contemporaries meet over apricot
cocktails at the Bec-de-Gaz bar on the rue
Montparnasse. They are the young Jean-Paul Sartre,
Simone de Beauvoir, and longtime friend Raymond
Aron, a fellow philosopher who raves to them about a
new conceptual framework from Berlin called
Phenomenology. "You see," he says, "if you are a
phenomenologist you can talk about this cocktail and
make philosophy out of it!" It was this simple phrase
that would ignite a movement, inspiring Sartre to
integrate Phenomenology into his own French,
humanistic sensibility, thereby creating an entirely
new philosophical approach inspired by themes of
radical freedom, authentic being, and political
activism. This movement would sweep through the
jazz clubs and cafés of the Left Bank before making
its way across the world as Existentialism. Featuring
not only philosophers, but also playwrights,
anthropologists, convicts, and revolutionaries, At the
Existentialist Café follows the existentialists' story,
from the first rebellious spark through the Second
World War, to its role in postwar liberation
movements such as anti-colonialism, feminism, and
gay rights. Interweaving biography and philosophy, it
is the epic account of passionate encounters--fights,
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love affairs, mentorships, rebellions, and long
partnerships--and a vital investigation into what the
existentialists have to offer us today, at a moment
when we are once again confronting the major
questions of freedom, global responsibility, and
human authenticity in a fractious and technologydriven world.

Essays in Aesthetics
That Sartre's study of Flaubert, The Family Idiot, is a
towering achievement in intellectual history has never
been disputed. Yet critics have argued about the
precise nature of this novel, or biography, or
"criticism-fiction" which is the summation of Sartre's
philosophical, social, and literary thought. Sartre
writes, simply, in the preface to the book: "The Family
Idiot is the sequel to The Question of Method. The
subject: what, at this point in time, can we know
about a man? It seemed to me that this question
could only be answered by studying a specific case."
"A man is never an individual," Sartre writes, "it would
be more fitting to call him a universal singular.
Summed up and for this reason universalized by his
epoch, he in turn resumes it by reproducing himself in
it as singularity. Universal by the singular universality
of human history, singular by the universalizing
singularity of his projects, he requires simultaneous
examination from both ends." This is the method by
which Sartre examines Flaubert and the society in
which he existed. Now this masterpiece is being made
available in an inspired English translation that
captures all the variations of Sartre's style—from the
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jaunty to the ponderous—and all the nuances of even
the most difficult ideas. Volume 1 consists of Part One
of the original French work, La Constitution, and is
primarily concerned with Flaubert's childhood and
adolescence.

Jean-Paul Sartre
In Rethinking Existentialism, Jonathan Webber
articulates an original interpretation of existentialism
as the ethical theory that human freedom is the
foundation of all other values. Offering an original
analysis of classic literary and philosophical works
published by Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir,
and Frantz Fanon up until 1952, Webber's conception
of existentialism is developed in critical contrast with
central works by Albert Camus, Sigmund Freud, and
Maurice Merleau-Ponty. Presenting his arguments in
an accessible and engaging style, Webber contends
that Beauvoir and Sartre initially disagreed over the
structure of human freedom in 1943 but Sartre
ultimately came to accept Beauvoir's view over the
next decade. He develops the viewpoint that Beauvoir
provides a more significant argument for authenticity
than either Sartre or Fanon. He articulates in detail
the existentialist theories of individual character and
the social identities of gender and race, key concerns
in current discourse. Webber concludes by sketching
out the broader implications of his interpretation of
existentialism for philosophy, psychology, and
psychotherapy.

The Imaginary
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'In simple prose Merleau-Ponty touches on his
principle themes. He speaks about the body and the
world, the coexistence of space and things, the
unfortunate optimism of science – and also the
insidious stickiness of honey, and the mystery of
anger.' - James Elkins Maurice Merleau-Ponty was one
of the most important thinkers of the post-war era.
Central to his thought was the idea that human
understanding comes from our bodily experience of
the world that we perceive: a deceptively simple
argument, perhaps, but one that he felt had to be
made in the wake of attacks from contemporary
science and the philosophy of Descartes on the
reliability of human perception. From this starting
point, Merleau-Ponty presented these seven lectures
on The World of Perception to French radio listeners in
1948. Available in a paperback English translation for
the first time in the Routledge Classics series to mark
the centenary of Merleau-Ponty’s birth, this is a
dazzling and accessible guide to a whole universe of
experience, from the pursuit of scientific knowledge,
through the psychic life of animals to the glories of
the art of Paul Cézanne.

Sartre
Published posthumously, the text presents Sartre's
ontology of truth in terms of freedom, action, and bad
faith.

The Transcendence of the Ego
Most readers of Sartre focus only on the works written
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at the peak of his influence as a public intellectual in
the 1940s, notably "Being and Nothingness". "JeanPaul Sartre: Key Concepts" aims to reassess Sartre
and to introduce readers to the full breadth of his
philosophy. Bringing together leading international
scholars, the book examines concepts from across
Sartre's career, from his initial views on the "inner
life" of conscious experience, to his later conceptions
of hope as the binding agent for a common humanity.
The book will be invaluable to readers looking for a
comprehensive assessment of Sartre's thinking - from
his early influences to the development of his key
concepts, to his legacy.

Troubled Sleep
Webber argues for a new interpretation of Sartrean
existentialism. On this reading, Sartre is arguing that
each person’s character consists in the projects they
choose to pursue and that we are all already aware of
this but prefer not to face it. Careful consideration of
his existentialist writings shows this to be the unifying
theme of his theories of consciousness, freedom, the
self, bad faith, personal relationships, existential
psychoanalysis, and the possibility of authenticity.
Developing this account affords many insights into
various aspects of his philosophy, not least
concerning the origins, structure, and effects of bad
faith and the resulting ethic of authenticity. This
discussion makes clear the contributions that Sartre’s
work can make to current debates over the objectivity
of ethics and the psychology of agency, character,
and selfhood. Written in an accessible style and
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illustrated with reference to Sartre’s fiction, this book
should appeal to general readers and students as well
as to specialists.

"What is Literature?" and Other Essays
Provides translations of extracts from the French
philosopher's works.

The World of Perception
Imagination occupies a central place in philosophy,
going back to Aristotle. However, following a period of
relative neglect there has been an explosion of
interest in imagination in the past two decades as
philosophers examine the role of imagination in
debates about the mind and cognition, aesthetics and
ethics, as well as epistemology, science and
mathematics. This outstanding Handbook contains
over thirty specially commissioned chapters by
leading philosophers organised into six clear sections
examining the most important aspects of the
philosophy of imagination, including: Imagination in
historical context: Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, Kant,
Husserl, and Sartre What is imagination? The relation
between imagination and mental imagery;
imagination contrasted with perception, memory, and
dreaming Imagination in aesthetics: imagination and
our engagement with music, art, and fiction; the
problems of fictional emotions and ‘imaginative
resistance’ Imagination in philosophy of mind and
cognitive science: imagination and creativity, the self,
action, child development, and animal cognition
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Imagination in ethics and political philosophy,
including the concept of 'moral imagination' and
empathy Imagination in epistemology and philosophy
of science, including learning, thought experiments,
scientific modelling, and mathematics. The Routledge
Handbook of Philosophy of Imagination is essential
reading for students and researchers in philosophy of
mind and psychology, aesthetics, and ethics. It will
also be a valuable resource for those in related
disciplines such as psychology and art.

Reading Sartre
With an extended foreword and an afterword chapter,
and fascinating new material on the narrative
imagination, Poetics of Imagining, Modern to Postmodern provides a critically developed and accessible
account of the major theories of imagination in
modern European thought.

At the Existentialist Café
In this book, Matthew C. Ally explores the changing
and increasingly troubled relationship between
humankind and planet Earth. Oriented by the
seemingly simple example of a woodland pond, he
draws together insights from existential philosophy,
scientific ecology, and several disciplines in the social
sciences and humanities to articulate a strong sense
of human belonging in the living Earth community
and a binding imperative of participation in the
struggle to preserve a habitable planet and build a
livable world.
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