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Back Pocket God
Adding to the contributions made by Soul Searching and Souls in Transition--two
books which revolutionized our understanding of the religious lives of young
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Americans--Lisa Pearce and Melinda Lundquist Denton here offer a new portrait of
teenage faith. Drawing on the massive National Study of Youth and Religion's
telephone surveys and in-depth interviews with more than 120 youth at two points
in time, the authors chart the spiritual trajectory of American adolescents and
young adults over a period of three years. Turning conventional wisdom on its
head, the authors find that religion is an important force in the lives of
most--though their involvement with religion changes over time, just as teenagers
themselves do. Pearce and Denton weave in fascinating portraits of actual youth to
give depth to mere numerical rankings of religiosity, which tend to prevail in large
studies. One teenager might rarely attend a service, yet count herself profoundly
religious; another might be deeply involved in a church's social world, yet claim to
be "not, like, deep into the faith." They provide a new set of qualitative
categories--Abiders, Assenters, Adapters, Avoiders, and Atheists--quoting from
interviews to illuminate the shading between them. And, with their three-year
study, they offer a rich understanding of the dynamic nature of faith in young
people's lives during a period of rapid change in biology, personality, and social
interaction. Not only do degrees of religiosity change, but so does its nature,
whether expressed in institutional practices or personal belief. By presenting a new
model of religious development and change, illustrated with compelling personal
accounts of real teenagers, Pearce and Denton offer parents, scholars, and
religious leaders a new guide for understanding religious development in teens.
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Liturgy of the Ordinary
Passing the Plate shows that few American Christians donate generously to
religious and charitable causes. This eye-opening book explores the reasons
behind such ungenerous giving, the potential world-changing benefits of greater
financial giving, and what can be done to improve matters. By illuminating the
social and psychological forces that shape charitable giving, Passing the Plate is
sure to spark a much-needed debate on a critical issue.

Global Pentecostalism
Reporter Chang Frick grew up dark-haired in a nation of blonds. Ostracized as a
child, in adulthood he set out to expose the hypocrisy of Swedish society. When he
revealed the cover-up of mass sexual assaults on teen girls at a 2015 music
festival, he provoked a chain reaction that rattled the nation. Sweden's elites
shirked responsibility and rushed to discredit him. Although Sweden boasts the
world's oldest free press, its history of homogeneity and social engineering has
created a culture where few dare dissent from consensus, those who do are driven
to extremes, and there is no place for outsiders--even those who conform. In this
groundbreaking book, investigative journalist Kajsa Norman turns her fearless gaze
on the oppressive forces at the heart of Sweden's 'model democracy'. Weaving the
Page 3/34

Access Free Soul Searching The Religious And Spiritual Lives Of American
Teenagers Christian Smith
history of its social politics with the stories of Frick and other outcasts, Norman
exposes the darkness in the Swedish soul.

Soul Searching
What kind of animals are human beings? And how do our visions of the human
shape our theories of social action and institutions? In Moral, Believing Animals,
Christian Smith advances a creative theory of human persons and culture that
offers innovative, challenging answers to these and other fundamental questions in
sociological, cultural, and religious theory. Smith suggests that human beings have
a peculiar set of capacities and proclivities that distinguishes them significantly
from other animals on this planet. Despite the vast differences in humanity
between cultures and across history, no matter how differently people narrate their
lives and histories, there remains an underlying structure of human personhood
that helps to order human culture, history, and narration. Drawing on important
recent insights in moral philosophy, epistemology, and narrative studies, Smith
argues that humans are animals who have an inescapable moral and spiritual
dimension. They cannot avoid a fundamental moral orientation in life and this, says
Smith, has profound consequences for how sociology must study human beings.

Soul Searching
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From the Pulitzer Prize winning journalist: a revelatory portrait of religion in China
today its history, the spiritual traditions of its Eastern and Western faiths, and the
ways in which it is influencing China s future. Following a century of violent
antireligious campaigns, China is now awash with new temples, churches, and
mosques as well as cults, sects, and politicians trying to harness religion for their
own ends. Driving this explosion of faith is uncertainty over what it means to be
Chinese, and how to live an ethical life in a country that discarded traditional
morality a century ago and is still searching for new guideposts. Ian Johnson lived
for extended periods with underground church members, rural Daoists, and
Buddhist pilgrims. He has distilled these experiences into a cycle of festivals,
births, deaths, detentions, and struggle a great awakening of faith that is shaping
the soul of the world s newest superpower. (With black-and-white illustrations
throughout).

The Souls of China
Soulshaping is the inspiring memoir of an archetypal "male warrior"–a trial
lawyer–who struggled to find his heart and a more authentic, soulful path.
Rivetingly personal and profoundly universal, this book is for anyone who has
heard a whisper of something truer calling out to them amid the distractions of
modern life. Jeff Brown’s dramatic and often funny story takes readers through
remarkably human experiences–emotional, physical, and economic–as he vividly
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recounts his troubled childhood, his success in apprenticing with Canada’s top
criminal lawyer, and his ultimate decision to leave the law and begin an inner
journey to discover his soul’s purpose. A work of courageous self-creation,
Soulshaping reminds us that we are all truly connected, that our seemingly
isolated struggles are actually part of the shared human challenge to live a life that
is heart-centered and soul-driven. Both down-to-earth and magically mystical,
Soulshaping will meet you where you live–and where you long to live.

Soulshaping
Winner of the 2017 Nautilus Award in the Religion/Spirituality of Western Thought
category A bestselling author and rabbi’s profoundly affecting exploration of the
meaning and purpose of the soul, inspired by the famous correspondence between
Albert Einstein and a grieving rabbi. “A human being is part of the whole, called by
us ‘Universe,’ a part limited in time and space. He experiences himself, his
thoughts, and feelings as something separate from the rest—a kind of optical
delusion of his consciousness” —Albert Einstein When Rabbi Naomi Levy came
across this poignant letter by Einstein it shook her to her core. His words perfectly
captured what she has come to believe about the human condition: That we are
intimately connected, and that we are blind to this truth. Levy wondered what had
elicited such spiritual wisdom from a man of science? Thus began a three-year
search into the mystery of Einstein’s letter, and into the mystery of the human
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soul. What emerges is an inspiring, deeply affecting book for people of all faiths
filled with universal truths that will help us reclaim our own souls and glimpse the
unity that has been evading us. We all long to see more expansively, to live up to
our gifts, to understand why we are here. Levy leads us on a breathtaking journey
full of wisdom, empathy and humor, challenging us to wake up and heed the voice
calling from within—a voice beckoning us to become who we were born be.

The Paradox of Generosity
One part Columbine, one part God Save Texas, Joe Holley's riveting,
compassionate book examines the 2017 mass shooting at a church in a small
Texas town, revealing the struggles and triumphs of these fellow Texans long after
the satellite news trucks have gone. Sutherland Springs was the last place anyone
would have expected to be victimized by our modern-day scourge of mass
shootings. Founded in the 1850s along historic Cibolo Creek, the tiny community,
named for the designated physician during the siege of the Alamo, was once a
vibrant destination for wealthy tourists looking to soak up the "cures" of its
namesake mineral springs. By November 5, 2017, however, the day a former Air
Force enlistee opened fire in the town's First Baptist Church, Sutherland Springs
was a shadow of its former self. Twenty-six people died that Sunday morning, in
the worst mass shooting in a place of worship in American history. Holley, who
roams the Lone Star State as the "Native Texan" columnist for the Houston
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Chronicle and earned a Pulitzer- Prize nomination for his editorials about guns,
spent more than a year embedded in the community. Long after most journalists
had left, he stayed with his fellow Texans, getting to know a close-knit group of
people - victims, heroes, and survivors. Holley shows how they work to come to
terms with their loss and to rebuild shattered lives, marked by their deep faith in
God and in guns. He also uses Sutherland Springs' unique history and its decadeslong decline as a prism for understanding how an act of unspeakable violence
reflects the complicated realities of Texas and America in the twenty-first century.

Soul Made Flesh
In innumerable discussions and activities dedicated to better understanding and
helping teenagers, one aspect of teenage life is curiously overlooked. Very few
such efforts pay serious attention to the role of religion and spirituality in the lives
of American adolescents. But many teenagers are very involved in religion.
Surveys reveal that 35% attend religious services weekly and another 15% attend
at least monthly. 60% say that religious faith is important in their lives. 40% report
that they pray daily. 25% say that they have been "born again." Teenagers feel
good about the congregations they belong to. Some say that faith provides them
with guidance and resources for knowing how to live well. What is going on in the
religious and spiritual lives of American teenagers? What do they actually believe?
What religious practices do they engage in? Do they expect to remain loyal to the
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faith of their parents? Or are they abandoning traditional religious institutions in
search of a new, more authentic "spirituality"? This book attempts to answer these
and related questions as definitively as possible. It reports the findings of The
National Study of Youth and Religion, the largest and most detailed such study
ever undertaken. The NYSR conducted a nationwide telephone survey of teens and
significant caregivers, as well as nearly 300 in-depth face-to-face interviews with a
sample of the population that was surveyed. The results show that religion and
spirituality are indeed very significant in the lives of many American teenagers.
Among many other discoveries, they find that teenagers are far more influenced
by the religious beliefs and practices of their parents and caregivers than
commonly thought. They refute the conventional wisdom that teens are "spiritual
but not religious." And they confirm that greater religiosity is significantly
associated with more positive adolescent life outcomes. This eagerly-awaited
volume not only provides an unprecedented understanding of adolescent religion
and spirituality but, because teenagers serve as bellwethers for possible future
trends, it affords an important and distinctive window through which to observe
and assess the current state and future direction of American religion as a whole.

What Is a Person?
How important is religion for young people in America today? What are the major
influences on their developing spiritual lives? How do their religious beliefs and
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practices change as young people enter into adulthood? Christian Smith's Souls in
Transition explores these questions and many others as it tells the definitive story
of the religious and spiritual lives of emerging adults, ages 18 to 24, in the U.S.
today. This is the much-anticipated follow-up study to the landmark book, Soul
Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers. Based on
candid interviews with thousands of young people tracked over a five-year period,
Souls in Transition reveals how the religious practices of the teenagers portrayed
in Soul Searching have been strengthened, challenged, and often changed as they
have moved into adulthood. The book vividly describes as well the broader cultural
world of today's emerging adults, how that culture shapes their religious outlooks,
and what the consequences are for religious faith and practice in America more
generally. Some of Smith's findings are surprising. Parents turn out to be the single
most important influence on the religious outcomes in the lives of young adults. On
the other hand, teenage participation in evangelization missions and youth groups
does not predict a high level of religiosity just a few years later. Moreover, the
common wisdom that religiosity declines sharply during the young adult years is
shown to be greatly exaggerated. Painstakingly researched and filled with
remarkable findings, Souls in Transition will be essential reading for youth
ministers, pastors, parents, teachers and students at church-related schools, and
anyone who wishes to know how religious practice is affected by the transition into
adulthood in America today.
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The Art of Fielding
Based on the National Study of Youth and Religion--the same invaluable data as its
predecessor, Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American
Teenagers--Kenda Creasy Dean's compelling new book, Almost Christian,
investigates why American teenagers are at once so positive about Christianity and
at the same time so apathetic about genuine religious practice. In Soul Searching,
Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton found that American teenagers
have embraced a "Moralistic Therapeutic Deism"--a hodgepodge of banal, selfserving, feel-good beliefs that bears little resemblance to traditional Christianity.
But far from faulting teens, Dean places the blame for this theological watering
down squarely on the churches themselves. Instead of proclaiming a God who calls
believers to lives of love, service and sacrifice, churches offer instead a bargain
religion, easy to use, easy to forget, offering little and demanding less. But what is
to be done? In order to produce ardent young Christians, Dean argues, churches
must rediscover their sense of mission and model an understanding of being
Christian as not something you do for yourself, but something that calls you to
share God's love, in word and deed, with others. Dean found that the most
committed young Christians shared four important traits: they could tell a personal
and powerful story about God; they belonged to a significant faith community; they
exhibited a sense of vocation; and they possessed a profound sense of hope.
Based on these findings, Dean proposes an approach to Christian education that
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places the idea of mission at its core and offers a wealth of concrete suggestions
for inspiring teens to live more authentically engaged Christian lives. Persuasively
and accessibly written, Almost Christian is a wake up call no one concerned about
the future of Christianity in America can afford to ignore.

Chinese in Dubai
This seminal work surveys the historical rise and fall of religious orders and
congregations and reveals an unfolding pattern that gives hope for the present and
future.

Genghis Khan and the Quest for God
"What do the religious and spiritual lives of American young people look like as
they reach their mid-to-late twenties, enter the full-time job market, and start
families? In Back Pocket God, Melinda Lundquist Denton and Richard Flory provide
a look beyond conflicting stories that argue that emerging adults are either
overwhelmingly leaving religion, or that they are earnest spiritual seekers
maintaining a significant place in their lives for religion. Denton and Flory show
that while the dominant trend among young people is a move away from religious
beliefs and institutions, there is also a parallel trend in which a small, religiously
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committed group of emerging adults claim faith as an important fixture in their
lives. Yet, whether religiously committed or not, emerging adults are increasingly
personalizing, customizing and compartmentalizing religion in ways that suit their
idiosyncratic desires. For emerging adults, God has become increasingly remote
yet is highly personalized to meet their particular needs. In the process, they have
transformed their conception of God from a powerful being or force that exists "out
there" to their own personal Pocket God--a God that they can carry around with
them, but that exerts little power or influence in their daily lives. God functions, in
a sense, like a smartphone app-readily accessible, easy to control, and useful but
only for limited purposes. Back Pocket God shows the changing relationship
between emerging adults and religion, providing a window into the future of
religion and more broadly, American culture"--

Soul Searching
This insightful and inspirational anthology of first-person accounts brings
together--for the first time--the stories of more than 50 writers, who have
eloquently explored the spiritual impulses that have significantly informed their
lives.

Sutherland Springs
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How our beliefs about the soul have developed through the ages, and why an
understanding of it still matters today The concept of the soul has been a recurring
area of exploration since ancient times. What do we mean when we talk about
finding our soul, how do we know we have one, and does it hold any relevance in
today’s scientifically and technologically dominated society? From Socrates and
Augustine to Darwin and Freud, In Search of the Soul takes readers on a concise,
accessible journey into the origins of the soul in Western philosophy and culture,
and examines how the idea has developed throughout history to the present.
Touching on literature, music, art, and theology, John Cottingham illustrates how,
far from being redundant in contemporary times, the soul attunes us to the
importance of meaning and value, and experience and growth. A better
understanding of the soul might help all of us better understand what it is to be
human. Cottingham delves into the evolution of our thoughts about the soul
through landmark works—including those of Aristotle, Plato, and Descartes. He
considers the nature of consciousness and subjective experience, and discusses
the psychoanalytic view that large parts of the human psyche are hidden from
direct conscious awareness. He also reflects on the mysterious and universal
longing for transcendence that is an indelible part of our human makeup. Looking
at the soul’s many dimensions—historical, moral, psychological, and
spiritual—Cottingham makes a case for how it exerts a powerful pull on all of us. In
Search of the Soul is a testimony to how the soul remains a profoundly significant
aspect of human flourishing.
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In Search of the Soul
Congregationalists, the oldest group of American Protestants, are the heirs of New
England's first founders. While they were key characters in the story of early
American history, from Plymouth Rock and the founding of Harvard and Yale to the
Revolutionary War, their luster and numbers have faded. But Margaret Bendroth's
critical history of Congregationalism over the past two centuries reveals how the
denomination is essential for understanding mainline Protestantism in the making.
Bendroth chronicles how the New England Puritans, known for their moral and
doctrinal rigor, came to be the antecedents of the United Church of Christ, one of
the most liberal of all Protestant denominations today. The demands of
competition in the American religious marketplace spurred Congregationalists,
Bendroth argues, to face their distinctive history. By engaging deeply with their
denomination's storied past, they recast their modern identity. The soul-searching
took diverse forms--from letter writing and eloquent sermonizing to Pilgrimcelebrating Thanksgiving pageants--as Congregationalists renegotiated old
obligations to their seventeenth-century spiritual ancestors. The result was a
modern piety that stood a respectful but ironic distance from the past and made a
crucial contribution to the American ethos of religious tolerance.

Soul Searching
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Framed around one ordinary day, this book explores daily life through the lens of
liturgy, small practices, and habits that form us. Each chapter looks at something
author Tish Harrison Warren does in a day—making the bed, brushing her teeth,
losing her keys—and relates it to spiritual practice as well as to our Sunday
worship.

Searching for Your Soul
In this unprecedented history of a scientific revolution, award-winning author and
journalist Carl Zimmer tells the definitive story of the dawn of the age of the brain
and modern consciousness. Told here for the first time, the dramatic tale of how
the secrets of the brain were discovered in seventeenth-century England unfolds
against a turbulent backdrop of civil war, the Great Fire of London, and plague. At
the beginning of that chaotic century, no one knew how the brain worked or even
what it looked like intact. But by the century's close, even the most common
conceptions and dominant philosophies had been completely overturned,
supplanted by a radical new vision of man, God, and the universe. Presiding over
the rise of this new scientific paradigm was the founder of modern neurology,
Thomas Willis, a fascinating, sympathetic, even heroic figure at the center of an
extraordinary group of scientists and philosophers known as the Oxford circle.
Chronicled here in vivid detail are their groundbreaking revelations and the often
gory experiments that first enshrined the brain as the physical seat of intelligence
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-- and the seat of the human soul. Soul Made Flesh conveys a contagious
appreciation for the brain, its structure, and its many marvelous functions, and the
implications for human identity, mind, and morality.

Einstein and the Rabbi
How's Your Soul?
How parents approach the task of passing on religious faith and practice to their
children How do American parents pass their religion on to their children? At a time
of overall decline of traditional religion and an increased interest in personal
“spirituality,” Religious Parenting investigates the ways that parents transmit
religious beliefs, values, and practices to their kids. We know that parents are the
most important influence on their children’s religious lives, yet parents have been
virtually ignored in previous work on religious socialization. Renowned religion
scholar Christian Smith and his collaborators Bridget Ritz and Michael Rotolo
explore American parents’ strategies, experiences, beliefs, and anxieties regarding
religious transmission through hundreds of in-depth interviews that span religious
traditions, social classes, and family types all around the country. Throughout we
hear the voices of evangelical, Catholic, Mormon, mainline and black Protestant,
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Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, and Buddhist parents and discover that, despite massive
diversity, American parents share a nearly identical approach to socializing their
children religiously. For almost all, religion is important for the foundation it
provides for becoming one’s best self on life’s difficult journey. Religion is primarily
a resource for navigating the challenges of this life, not preparing for an afterlife.
Parents view it as their job, not religious professionals’, to ground their children in
life-enhancing religious values that provide resilience, morality, and a sense of
purpose. Challenging longstanding sociological and anthropological assumptions
about culture, the authors demonstrate that parents of highly dissimilar
backgrounds share the same “cultural models” when passing on religion to their
children. Taking an extensive look into questions of religious practice and
childrearing, Religious Parenting uncovers parents’ real-life challenges while
breaking innovative theoretical ground.

Soul Searching
Paul, a divorced father, wants to back out of his child care arrangement and spend
less time with his children. Nathan has been lying to his wife about a serious
medical condition. Marsha, recently separated from her husband, cannot resist
telling her children negative things about their father. What is the role of therapy in
these situations? Trained to strive for neutrality and to focus strictly on the clients'
needs, most therapists generally consider moral issues such as fairness,
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truthfulness, and obligation beyond their domain. Now, an award-winning
psychologist and family therapist criticizes psychotherapy's overemphasis on
individual self-interest and calls for a sense of moral responsibility in therapy.

Soul Searching : The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American
Teenagers
An updated, indispensable guide to empowerment and self-discovery for teens.
While fashion magazines, television programs, and websites emphasize the
superficial and foster insecurities, Sarah Stillman directs teen girls to a healthy
place where a strong sense of self and direction take center stage. Originally
written when the author was just sixteen, Soul Searching has been fully updated
and expanded to address the concerns of today’s teens, bringing girl power to the
printed page by offering young women a clear path to self-discovery and
empowerment. Through fun quizzes, insightful exercises, and provocative
statistics, Stillman guides young women through the complex maze between
adolescence and adulthood. Featuring updated sections on safe cell-phone use,
social media, health, and gender, as well as including updated resources
throughout, Soul Searching is a must-read for teenage girls.

Souls in Transition
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What is a person? This fundamental question is a perennial concern of philosophers
and theologians. But, Christian Smith here argues, it also lies at the center of the
social scientist’s quest to interpret and explain social life. In this ambitious book,
Smith presents a new model for social theory that does justice to the best of our
humanistic visions of people, life, and society. Finding much current thinking on
personhood to be confusing or misleading, Smith finds inspiration in critical realism
and personalism. Drawing on these ideas, he constructs a theory of personhood
that forges a middle path between the extremes of positivist science and
relativism. Smith then builds on the work of Pierre Bourdieu, Anthony Giddens, and
William Sewell to demonstrate the importance of personhood to our understanding
of social structures. From there he broadens his scope to consider how we can
know what is good in personal and social life and what sociology can tell us about
human rights and dignity. Innovative, critical, and constructive, What Is a Person?
offers an inspiring vision of a social science committed to pursuing causal
explanations, interpretive understanding, and general knowledge in the service of
truth and the moral good.

The Sacred Project of American Sociology
In innumerable discussions and activities dedicated to better understanding and
helping teenagers, one aspect of teenage life is curiously overlooked. Very few
such efforts pay serious attention to the role of religion and spirituality in the lives
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of American adolescents. But many teenagers are very involved in religion.
Surveys reveal that 35% attend religious services weekly and another 15% attend
at least monthly. 60% say that religious faith is important in their lives. 40% report
that they pray daily. 25% say that they have been "born again." Teenagers feel
good about the congregations they belong to. Some say that faith provides them
with guidance and resources for knowing how to live well. What is going on in the
religious and spiritual lives of American teenagers? What do they actually believe?
What religious practices do they engage in? Do they expect to remain loyal to the
faith of their parents? Or are they abandoning traditional religious institutions in
search of a new, more authentic "spirituality"? This book attempts to answer these
and related questions as definitively as possible. It reports the findings of The
National Study of Youth and Religion, the largest and most detailed such study
ever undertaken. The NYSR conducted a nationwide telephone survey of teens and
significant caregivers, as well as nearly 300 in-depth face-to-face interviews with a
sample of the population that was surveyed. The results show that religion and
spirituality are indeed very significant in the lives of many American teenagers.
Among many other discoveries, they find that teenagers are far more influenced
by the religious beliefs and practices of their parents and caregivers than
commonly thought. They refute the conventional wisdom that teens are "spiritual
but not religious." And they confirm that greater religiosity is significantly
associated with more positive adolescent life outcomes. This eagerly-awaited
volume not only provides an unprecedented understanding of adolescent religion
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and spirituality but, because teenagers serve as bellwethers for possible future
trends, it affords an important and distinctive window through which to observe
and assess the current state and future direction of American religion as a whole.

Moral, Believing Animals
A comprehensive analysis of the Protestant evangelical movement in
contemporary America, drawing from a three-year national study, offers insights
into the surprisingly diverse goals and values of the men and women who comprise
this religious group.

Soul Searching
How and why is Christianity's center of gravity shifting to the developing world? To
understand this rapidly growing phenomenon, Donald E. Miller and Tetsunao
Yamamori spent four years traveling the globe conducting extensive on-the-ground
research in twenty different countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Europe.
The result is this vividly detailed book which provides the most comprehensive
information available on Pentecostalism, the fastest-growing religion in the world.
Rich with scenes from everyday life, the book dispel many stereotypes about this
religion as they build a wide-ranging, nuanced portrait of a major new social
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movement.

Army of None: Autonomous Weapons and the Future of War
This text shows counter-intuitively, that the secular enterprise that everyday
sociology appears to be pursuing is actually not what is really going on at
sociology's deepest level. Sociology today is in fact animated by sacred impulses,
driven by sacred commitments, and serves a sacred project. The book re-asserts a
vision for what sociology is most important for, in contrast with its current
commitments, and calls sociologists back to a more honest, fair, and healthy vision
of its purpose.

The Last Puritans
Judah Smith, New York Times bestselling author of Jesus Is ______, explores what it
looks like to cultivate a healthy soul in the midst of a busy life and points readers
to the soul’s only true home and place of rest and fulfillment: God. “How’s your
soul?” It may seem like an odd question, but it’s what pastor and bestselling author
Judah Smith chooses to ask his friends, rather than “How are you?” It’s a way to
look past the externals and consider what’s going on inside, in that essential part
of us that is often overlooked in the struggle to make our way through everyday
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life. In the rush of living moment to moment, many of us find ourselves simply
surviving, struggling daily with frustration, restlessness, boredom, and everfleeting joy. But if we would pause, we’d find that the things that matter most in
life, what we are searching for in our busyness—stability, peace, hope, love—are
rooted in the health of what Judah calls the “inside you.” In How’s Your Soul?,
Judah explores that “inside you.” Sharing his own, often humorous, mistakes and
foibles, he helps us find our way through the emotional roller coasters of life to
discover the soul-healing essentials of rest, responsibility, restraint, and
relationships, all rooted in what he calls the soul’s only true home—God himself.
How’s Your Soul? is an invitation to find lasting emotional satisfaction and stability
by bringing our feelings into alignment with God’s truth, moving beyond simply
surviving, and learning how to live each day with eternal significance.

Sweden's Dark Soul
Determining why, when, and to whom people feel compelled to be generous
affords invaluable insight into positive and problematic ways of life. Organ
donation, volunteering, and the funding of charities can all be illuminated by
sociological and psychological perspectives on how American adults conceive of
and demonstrate generosity. Focusing not only on financial giving but on the many
diverse forms generosity can take, Christian Smith and Hilary Davidson show the
deep impact-usually good, sometimes destructive-that giving has on individuals.
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The Paradox of Generosity is the first study to make use of the cutting-edge
empirical data collected in Smith's groundbreaking, multidisciplinary, five-year
Science of Generosity Initiative. It draws on an extensive survey of 2,000
Americans, more than sixty in-depth interviews with individuals across twelve
states, and analysis of over 1,000 photographs and other visual materials. This
wealth of evidence reveals a consistent link between demonstrating generosity
and leading a better life: more generous people are happier, suffer fewer illnesses
and injuries, live with a greater sense of purpose, and experience less depression.
Smith and Davidson also show, however, that to achieve a better life a person
must practice generosity regularly-random acts of kindness are not enough.
Offering a wide range of vividly illustrative case studies, this volume will be a
crucial resource for anyone seeking to understand the true impact and meaning of
generosity.

A Faith of Their Own
Why do newspapers carry horoscopes? How many people believe in telepathy?
Surveys show that more and more people believe in paranormal religion. This
study outlines the battle between material and spiritual versions of the cosmos to
explain why we cling to powers and plans greater than our own. It throws out a
challenge to all mystical attitudes, questioning the existence of a soul separate
from the body.
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Christian America?
In Finding Sanctuary Abbot Christopher Jamison, host of the BBC television series
The Monastery, suggests the teachings of St. Benedict are a tool for everyday life
for those who are religious and for those simply searching for spiritual guidance.
The Monastery involved five non-monks living the monastic life for forty days while
TV cameras tracked their progress. The sight of monks responding thoughtfully
and helpfully to ordinary people's struggles was a surprise to millions of viewers
who had presumed that monks were out of touch." St. Benedict wrote his Rule for
monastic living 500 years ago when he was abbot of Monte Cassino, the monastery
that sits atop an inspiring Mountain to the East of Rome. The name, "The Rule of
St. Benedict," often misleads people into thinking that Benedict wrote "a book of
rules." In fact, he wrote insights for Christian living with practical suggestions for
daily practice. The insights still guide people today and many of the rules have
been adapted to local conditions as Benedict requested. In every generation
monastics integrate modern realities and the wisdom of the Rule in a new fusion.
That fusion is the spiritual energy enabling monasteries to be places of sanctuary
today as they have been for centuries. And that sanctuary can be recreated in the
hearts of people of God's will. This book explains how St. Benedict's wisdom can be
applied to busy modern lives, and how sanctuary, peace, and insi' can be achieved
by people living inside and outside of monasteries. Christopher Jamison is abbot of
Worth Abbey, a Benedictine monastery near London. He is also president of the
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International Commission on Benedictine Education and sits on the Council of the
alliance for International Monasticism, a body that promotes links between
monasteries across the North/South divide. He is author of Finding Happiness:
Monastic Steps for a Fulfilling life and was the host of the popular BBC
documentary series The Monastery. "

Almost Christian
At Westish College, a small school on the shore of Lake Michigan, baseball star
Henry Skrimshander seems destined for big league stardom. But when a routine
throw goes disastrously off course, the fates of five people are upended. Henry's
fight against self-doubt threatens to ruin his future. College president Guert
Affenlight, a longtime bachelor, has fallen unexpectedly and helplessly in love.
Owen Dunne, Henry's gay roommate and teammate, becomes caught up in a
dangerous affair. Mike Schwartz, the Harpooners' team captain and Henry's best
friend, realizes he has guided Henry's career at the expense of his own. And Pella
Affenlight, Guert's daughter, returns to Westish after escaping an ill-fated
marriage, determined to start a new life. As the season counts down to its climactic
final game, these five are forced to confront their deepest hopes, anxieties, and
secrets. In the process they forge new bonds, and help one another find their true
paths. Written with boundless intelligence and filled with the tenderness of youth,
The Art of Fielding is an expansive, warmhearted novel about ambition and its
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limits, about family and friendship and love, and about commitment--to oneself
and to others.

Religious Parenting
A landmark biography by the New York Times bestselling author of Genghis Khan
and the Making of the Modern World that reveals how Genghis harnessed the
power of religion to rule the largest empire the world has ever known. Throughout
history the world's greatest conquerors have made their mark not just on the
battlefield, but in the societies they have transformed. Genghis Khan conquered by
arms and bravery, but he ruled by commerce and religion. He created the world's
greatest trading network and drastically lowered taxes for merchants, but he knew
that if his empire was going to last, he would need something stronger and more
binding than trade. He needed religion. And so, unlike the Christian, Taoist and
Muslim conquerors who came before him, he gave his subjects freedom of religion.
Genghis lived in the 13th century, but he struggled with many of the same
problems we face today: How should one balance religious freedom with the need
to reign in fanatics? Can one compel rival religions - driven by deep seated
hatred--to live together in peace? A celebrated anthropologist whose bestselling
Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World radically transformed our
understanding of the Mongols and their legacy, Jack Weatherford has spent
eighteen years exploring areas of Mongolia closed until the fall of the Soviet Union
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and researching The Secret History of the Mongols, an astonishing document
written in code that was only recently discovered. He pored through archives and
found groundbreaking evidence of Genghis's influence on the founding fathers and
his essential impact on Thomas Jefferson. Genghis Khan and the Quest for God is a
masterpiece of erudition and insight, his most personal and resonant work. From
the Hardcover edition.

God and Man at Yale
In Lay Studies, Steven Toussaint conducts an impressive range of lyric inventions,
pitching his poems to that precarious interval between love and rage. Beneath
their formal dexterity and variety, these études sustain a continuous meditation on
the concords and dissonances of worshipful life in an age dominated by spectacle,
violence, and environmental devastation. With great skill and compassion, he
depicts scenes of domestic life in his adopted home of New Zealand, a transient
year of religious and artistic soul-searching in the United Kingdom, and a growing
sense of dislocation from his native United States in the Trump era. These are
poems of profound contemplative inwardness, conjuring and conversing with a
vast tradition of literature, scholarship, and art. Lay Studies is a powerful collection
and a welcome music.
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Lay Studies
“For God, for country, and for Yale…in that order,” William F. Buckley Jr. wrote as
the dedication of his monumental work—a compendium of knowledge that still
resonates within the halls of the Ivy League university that tried to cover up its
political and religious bias. Buckley’s harsh assessment of his alma mater divulged
the reality behind the institution’s wholly secular education, even within the
religion department and divinity school. Unabashed, one former Yale student
details the importance of Christianity and heralds the modern conservative
movement in his preeminent tell-all, God and Man at Yale: The Superstitions of
“Academic Freedom.”

Soul Searching
Chinese in Dubai tells the fascinating story of the Chinese in the most prominent
global city of the Arabian Gulf—their history, struggles and contributions—against
the backdrop of a shifting global political economic order with the rise of China.

Soul Searching
For over two centuries, scientists have denied or ignored the possiblity of an
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afterlife. Now, however, research has taken an unexpected turn, finding compelling
evidence of the existence of life after death and the human soul. This beautifully
written, well documented book compares ancient Jewish teachings, and
contemporary research on the subject of the afterlife. It is a fascinating, valuable,
and insightful contribution to Jewish literature.

Religious Life in the 21st Century
In innumerable discussions and activities dedicated to better understanding and
helping teenagers, one aspect of teenage life is curiously overlooked. Very few
such efforts pay serious attention to the role of religion and spirituality in the lives
of American adolescents. But many teenagers are very involved in religion.
Surveys reveal that 35% attend religious services weekly and another 15% attend
at least monthly. 60% say that religious faith is important in their lives. 40% report
that they pray daily. 25% say that they have been "born again." Teenagers feel
good about the congregations they belong to. Some say that faith provides them
with guidance and resources for knowing how to live well. What is going on in the
religious and spiritual lives of American teenagers? What do they actually believe?
What religious practices do they engage in? Do they expect to remain loyal to the
faith of their parents? Or are they abandoning traditional religious institutions in
search of a new, more authentic "spirituality"? This book attempts to answer these
and related questions as definitively as possible. It reports the findings of The
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National Study of Youth and Religion, the largest and most detailed such study
ever undertaken. The NYSR conducted a nationwide telephone survey of teens and
significant caregivers, as well as nearly 300 in-depth face-to-face interviews with a
sample of the population that was surveyed. The results show that religion and
spirituality are indeed very significant in the lives of many American teenagers.
Among many other discoveries, they find that teenagers are far more influenced
by the religious beliefs and practices of their parents and caregivers than
commonly thought. They refute the conventional wisdom that teens are "spiritual
but not religious." And they confirm that greater religiosity is significantly
associated with more positive adolescent life outcomes. This eagerly-awaited
volume not only provides an unprecedented understanding of adolescent religion
and spirituality but, because teenagers serve as bellwethers for possible future
trends, it affords an important and distinctive window through which to observe
and assess the current state and future direction of American religion as a whole.

Passing the Plate
"The book I had been waiting for. I can't recommend it highly enough." —Bill Gates
The era of autonomous weapons has arrived. Today around the globe, at least
thirty nations have weapons that can search for and destroy enemy targets all on
their own. Paul Scharre, a leading expert in next-generation warfare, describes
these and other high tech weapons systems—from Israel’s Harpy drone to the
Page 32/34

Access Free Soul Searching The Religious And Spiritual Lives Of American
Teenagers Christian Smith
American submarine-hunting robot ship Sea Hunter—and examines the legal and
ethical issues surrounding their use. “A smart primer to what’s to come in warfare”
(Bruce Schneier), Army of None engages military history, global policy, and cuttingedge science to explore the implications of giving weapons the freedom to make
life and death decisions. A former soldier himself, Scharre argues that we must
embrace technology where it can make war more precise and humane, but when
the choice is life or death, there is no replacement for the human heart.

Soul Searching
Presents thirteen stories that explain some of the world's religions with stories
about adolescents who face life-changing dilemmas that challenge their beliefs.
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