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The Dark Fantastic
"She was our conscience. Our seer. Our truth-teller. She was a magician with
language, who understood the power of words." - Oprah Winfrey A vital non-fiction
collection from one of the most celebrated and revered American writers Spanning
four decades, these essays, speeches and meditations interrogate the world
around us. They are concerned with race, gender and globalisation. The sweep of
American history and the current state of politics. The duty of the press and the
role of the artist. Throughout Mouth Full of Blood our search for truth, moral
integrity and expertise is met by Toni Morrison with controlled anger, elegance and
literary excellence. The collection is structured in three parts and these are heartstoppingly introduced by a prayer for the dead of 9/11, a meditation on Martin
Luther King and a eulogy for James Baldwin. Morrison's Nobel lecture, on the power
of language, is accompanied by lectures to Amnesty International and the
Newspaper Association of America. She speaks to graduating students and visitors
to both the Louvre and America's Black Holocaust Museum. She revisitsThe Bluest
Eye, Sula and Beloved; reassessing the novels that have become touchstones for
generations of readers. Mouth Full of Blood is a powerful, erudite and essential
gathering of ideas that speaks to us all. It celebrates Morrison's extraordinary
contribution to the literary world.

Sapphira and the Slave Girl
A powerful tragedy distilled into a small masterpiece by the Nobel Prize-winning
author of Beloved and, almost like a prelude to that story, set two centuries earlier.
Jacob is an Anglo-Dutch trader in 1680s United States, when the slave trade is still
in its infancy. Reluctantly he takes a small slave girl in part payment from a
plantation owner for a bad debt. Feeling rejected by her slave mother, 14-year-old
Florens can read and write and might be useful on his farm. Florens looks for love,
first from Lina, an older servant woman at her new master's house, but later from
the handsome blacksmith, an African, never enslaved, who comes riding into their
lives . . . At the novel's heart, like Beloved, it is the ambivalent, disturbing story of
a mother and a daughter – a mother who casts off her daughter in order to save
her, and a daughter who may never exorcise that abandonment.
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Black for a Day
No longer content with accepting whiteness as the norm, critical scholars have
turned their attention to whiteness itself. In "Critical White Studies: Looking Behind
the Mirror," numerous thinkers, including Toni Morrison, Eric Foner, Peggy
McIntosh, Andrew Hacker, Ruth Frankenberg, John Howard Griffin, David Roediger,
Kathleen Heal Cleaver, Noel Ignatiev, Cherrie Moraga, and Reginald Horsman,
attack such questions as: *How was whiteness invented, and why? *How has the
category whiteness changed over time? *Why did some immigrant groups, such as
the Irish and Jews, start out as nonwhite and later became white? *Can some
individual people be both white and nonwhite at different times, and what does it
mean to pass for white? *At what point does pride in being white cross the line into
white power or white supremacy? *What can whites concerned over racial inequity
or white privilege do about it? Science and pseudoscience are presented side by
side to demonstrate how our views on whiteness often reflect preconception, not
fact. For example, most scientists hold that race is not a valid scientific category -genetic differences between races are insignificant compared to those within them.
Yet, the one drop rule, whereby those with any nonwhite heritage are classified as
nonwhite, persists even today. As the bell curve controversy shows, race concepts
die hard, especially when power and prestige lie behind them. A sweeping portrait
of the emerging field of whiteness studies, "Critical White Studies" presents, for the
first time, the best work from sociology, law, history, cultural studies, and
literature. Delgado and Stefancic expressly offer critical white studies as the next
step in critical race theory. In focusing on whiteness, not only do they ask
nonwhites to investigate more closely for what it means for others to be white, but
also they invite whites to examine themselves more searchingly and to look behind
the mirror.

Playing in the Dark
Seeking atonement over her guilt that she caused her sister's paralyzation, Eleanor
takes a job caring for an elderly woman and becomes caught up in the woman's
life of passion, danger, heartache and deception in Hungary during World War II.

Race-ing Justice, En-gendering Power
Seven noted scholars examine slave narratives and the topic of slavery in
American literature, from Frederick Douglass's Narrative (1845)-- treated in
chapters by James Olney and William L. Andrews-- to Sheley Anne William's "Dessa
Rose" (1984). Among the contributors, Arnold Rampersad reads W.E.B. DuBois's
classic work "The Souls of Black Folk" (1903) as a response to Booker T.
Washington's "Up from Slavery" (1901). Hazel V. Carby examines novels of slavery
and novels of sharecropping and questions the critical tendency to conflate the
two, thereby also conflating the nineteenth century with the twentieth, the rural
with the urban. Although works by Afro-American writers are the primary focus, the
authors also examine antislavery novels by white women. Hortense J. Spillers gives
extensive attention to Harriet Beecher Stowe's "Uncle Tom's Cabin", in
juxtaposition with Ishmael Reed's "Flight to Canada"; Carolyn L. Karcher reads
Lydia Maria Child's "A Romance of the Republic" as an abolitionist vision of
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America's racial destiny. In a concluding chapter, Deborah E. McDowell's reading of
"Desa Rose" reveals how slavery and freedom-- dominant themes in nineteenthcentury black literature-- continue to command the attention of contemporary
authors.

Playing in the Dark
Eighteen essays by prominent scholars reflect on the cultural, historical, political,
personal, legal, sexual, and linguistic implications of the Thomas hearings and Hill's
accusations

Desdemona
This story set in Ruby, Oklahoma is about an African American community.

A Historical Guide to James Baldwin
Critical Multicultural Perspectives on Whiteness explores multiple analyses of
whiteness and features both essays that address the social construction of
whiteness and critical resistance as well as new critical perspectives.

What Moves at the Margin
Traces the life of the first African-American author to win the Nobel Prize in
Literature, discussing how she overcame racial and economic barriers to become a
successful writer.

Playing in the Dark
Published in conjunction with the PEN American Center, Burn This Book is a
powerful collection of essays that explore the meaning of censorship and the
power of literature to inform the way we see the world, and ourselves. As
Americans we often take our freedom of speech for granted. When we talk about
censorship we talk about China, the former Soviet Union, or the Middle East. But
recent political developments—including the passage of the Patriot Act—have
shined a spotlight on profound acts of censorship in our own backyard. Burn This
Book features a sterling roster of award-winning writers offering their incisive,
uncensored views on this most essential topic, including such revered literary
heavyweights as Toni Morrison, Salman Rushdie, Orhan Pamuk, David Grossman,
and Nadine Gordimer, among others. Both provocative and timely, Burn This Book
is certain to inspire strong opinions and ignite spirited, serious dialogue.

Burn This Book
White people are not literally or symbolically white; nor are they uniquely virtuous
and pure. Racial imagery and racial representation are central to the organisation
of the contemporary world but, while there are many studies of images of black
and Asian people, whiteness is an invisible racial position. At the level of racial
representation, whites are not of a certain race. They are just the human race, a
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'colour' against which other ethnicities are always examined. In White, Richard
Dyer looks beyond the apparent unremarkability of whiteness and argues for the
importance of analysing images of white people. Dyer traces the representation of
whiteness by whites in Western visual culture, focusing on the mass media of
photography, advertising, fine art, cinema and television. Dyer examines the
representation of whiteness and the white body in the contexts of Christianity,
'race' and colonialism. In a series of absorbing case studies, he discusses the
representations of whiteness in muscle-man action cinema, from Italian 'peplum'
movies to the Tarzan and Rambo series; shows the construction of whiteness in
photography and cinema in the lighting of white and black faces, and analyses the
representation of white women in end-of-empire fictions such as The Jewel in the
Crown, and traces the disturbing association of whiteness with death, in vampire
narratives and dystopian films such as Blade Runner and the Aliens trilogy.

Black on White
Toni Morrison's Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination is a
seminal piece of literary criticism, and a masterclass in the critical thinking skill of
interpretation. Interpretation plays a vital role in critical thinking: it focuses on
interrogating accepted meanings and laying down clear definitions on which a
strong argument can be built. Both history and literary history in the US have
frequently revolved around understanding how Americans define themselves and
each other, and Morrison's work seeks to investigate, question, and redefine one of
the central concepts in American history and American literary history: color..
Morrison turned to the classics of American literature to ask how authors had
chosen to define the terms 'black' and 'white.' Instead of accepting traditional
interpretations of these works, Morrison examined the way in which 'whiteness'
defines itself through 'blackness, ' and vice versa. Black bondage and the myths of
black inferiority and savagery, she showed, allowed white America to indulge its
own defining myths - viewing itself as free, civilized, and innocent. A classic of
subtle and incisive interpretation, Playing in the Dark shows just how crucial and
how complex simple-looking definitions can be.

The Origin of Others
In the late Middle Ages, Christian conversion could wash a black person's skin
white—or at least that is what happens when a black sultan converts to Christianity
in the English romance King of Tars. In Black Metaphors, Cord J. Whitaker examines
the rhetorical and theological moves through which blackness and whiteness
became metaphors for sin and purity in the English and European Middle
Ages—metaphors that guided the development of notions of race in the centuries
that followed. From a modern perspective, moments like the sultan's
transformation present blackness and whiteness as opposites in which each
condition is forever marked as a negative or positive attribute; medieval readers
were instead encouraged to remember that things that are ostensibly and
strikingly different are not so separate after all, but mutually construct one
another. Indeed, Whitaker observes, for medieval scholars and writers, blackness
and whiteness, and the sin and salvation they represent, were held in tension,
forming a unified whole. Whitaker asks not so much whether race mattered to the
Middle Ages as how the Middle Ages matters to the study of race in our fraught
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times. Looking to the treatment of color and difference in works of rhetoric such as
John of Garland's Synonyma, as well as in a range of vernacular theological and
imaginative texts, including Robert Manning's Handlyng Synne, and such lesser
known romances as The Turke and Sir Gawain, he illuminates the process by which
one interpretation among many became established as the truth, and
demonstrates how modern movements—from Black Lives Matter to the altright—are animated by the medieval origins of the black-white divide.

Tar Baby
In 1948, journalist Ray Sprigle traded his whiteness to live as a black man for four
weeks. A little over a decade later, John Howard Griffin famously "became" black as
well, traveling the American South in search of a certain kind of racial
understanding. Contemporary history is littered with the surprisingly complex
stories of white people passing as black, and here Alisha Gaines constructs a
unique genealogy of "empathetic racial impersonation--white liberals walking in
the fantasy of black skin under the alibi of cross-racial empathy. At the end of their
experiments in "blackness," Gaines argues, these debatably well-meaning white
impersonators arrived at little more than false consciousness. Complicating the
histories of black-to-white passing and blackface minstrelsy, Gaines uses an
interdisciplinary approach rooted in literary studies, race theory, and cultural
studies to reveal these sometimes maddening, and often absurd, experiments of
racial impersonation. By examining this history of modern racial impersonation,
Gaines shows that there was, and still is, a faulty cultural logic that places
enormous faith in the idea that empathy is all that white Americans need to make
a significant difference in how to racially navigate our society.

Whiteness Visible
"A folk journey of Black Americabeautiful, haunting, curious, and human." - from
the introduction by Bill Cosby. Over 200 photographs. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Black Metaphors
With contributions from major scholars of African American literature, history, and
cultural studies, A Historical Guide to James Baldwin focuses on the four tumultous
decades that defined the great author's life and art. Providing a comprehensive
examination of Baldwin's varied body of work that includes short stories, novels,
and polemical essays, this collection reflects the major events that left an indelible
imprint on the iconic writer: civil rights, black nationalism and the struggle for gay
rights in the pre- and post-Stonewall eras. The essays also highlight Baldwin's
under-studied role as a trans-Atlantic writer, his lifelong struggle with faith, and his
use of music, especially the blues, as a key to unlock the mysteries of his identity
as an exile, an artist, and a black American in a racially hostile era.

Toni Morrison
Collects nonfiction writings and speeches by the American author, on topics
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including family and history, writers and writing, and politics and society.

The Source of Self-Regard
Here is Toni Morrison in her own words: a rich gathering of her most important
essays and speeches, spanning four decades. These pages give us her searing
prayer for the dead of 9/11, her Nobel lecture on the power of language, her
searching meditation on Martin Luther King Jr., her heart-wrenching eulogy for
James Baldwin. She looks deeply into the fault lines of culture and freedom: the
foreigner, female empowerment, the press, money, "black matter(s)," human
rights, the artist in society, the Afro-American presence in American literature. And
she turns her incisive critical eye to her own work (The Bluest Eye, Sula, Tar Baby,
Jazz, Beloved, Paradise) and that of others. An essential collection from an
essential writer, The Source of Self-Regard shines with the literary elegance,
intellectual prowess, spiritual depth, and moral compass that have made Toni
Morrison our most cherished and enduring voice.

White Flights
This collection of comparative critical and theoretical essays examines James
Baldwin and Toni Morrison's reciprocal literary relationship. By reading these
authors side-by-side, this collection forges new avenues of discovery and
interpretation related to their representations of African American and American
literature and cultural experience.

A Mercy
Archival photographs paired with fictional text depicting thoughts and emotions of
students who lived through school desegregation capture the spirit, sadness, and
struggle of the time.

Critical White Studies
For more than a decade, Americanists have been concerned with the problem of
ideology, and have undertaken a broad reassessment of American literature and
culture. This volume brings together some of the best work in this area.

Lunatic Speaks
A bold, incisive look at race and reparative writing in American fiction, by the
author of Your Face in Mine White Flights is a meditation on whiteness in American
fiction and culture from the end of the civil rights movement to the present. At the
heart of the book, Jess Row ties “white flight”—the movement of white Americans
into segregated communities, whether in suburbs or newly gentrified
downtowns—to white writers setting their stories in isolated or emotionally
insulated landscapes, from the mountains of Idaho in Marilynne Robinson’s
Housekeeping to the claustrophobic households in Jonathan Franzen’s The
Corrections. Row uses brilliant close readings of work from well-known writers such
as Don DeLillo, Annie Dillard, Richard Ford, and David Foster Wallace to examine
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the ways these and other writers have sought imaginative space for themselves at
the expense of engaging with race. White Flights aims to move fiction to a more
inclusive place, and Row looks beyond criticism to consider writing as a reparative
act. What would it mean, he asks, if writers used fiction “to approach each other
again”? Row turns to the work of James Baldwin, Dorothy Allison, and James Alan
McPherson to discuss interracial love in fiction, while also examining his own family
heritage as a way to interrogate his position. A moving and provocative book that
includes music, film, and literature in its arguments, White Flights is an essential
work of cultural and literary criticism.

White
Ravishingly beautiful and emotionally incendiary, Tar Baby is Toni Morrison’s
reinvention of the love story. Jadine Childs is a black fashion model with a white
patron, a white boyfriend, and a coat made out of ninety perfect sealskins. Son is a
black fugitive who embodies everything she loathes and desires. As Morrison
follows their affair, which plays out from the Caribbean to Manhattan and the deep
South, she charts all the nuances of obligation and betrayal between blacks and
whites, masters and servants, and men and women.

Toni Morrison
Examines the effect of a racially divided society on nineteenth century American
writings, and discusses works by Poe, Hawthorne, Melville, and Twain

Critical Multicultural Perspectives on Whiteness
The latest novel from Nobel Prize winner Toni Morrison. An angry and self-loathing
veteran of the Korean War, Frank Money finds himself back in racist America after
enduring trauma on the front lines that left him with more than just physical scars.
His home--and himself in it--may no longer be as he remembers it, but Frank is
shocked out of his crippling apathy by the need to rescue his medically abused
younger sister and take her back to the small Georgia town they come from, which
he's hated all his life. As Frank revisits the memories from childhood and the war
that leave him questioning his sense of self, he discovers a profound courage he
thought he could never possess again. A deeply moving novel about an apparently
defeated man finding himself--and his home.

Toni Morrison
Een werkloze ex-docent Afrikaans-Amerikaanse literatuur ontdekt een 19e eeuws
manuscript, gaat op basis daarvan op expeditie en doet een onwaarschijnlijke
ontdekking.

Remember
Two girls who grow up to become women. Two friends who become something
worse than enemies. In this brilliantly imagined novel, Toni Morrison tells the story
of Nel Wright and Sula Peace, who meet as children in the small town of Medallion,
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Ohio. Their devotion is fierce enough to withstand bullies and the burden of a
dreadful secret. It endures even after Nel has grown up to be a pillar of the black
community and Sula has become a pariah. But their friendship ends in an
unforgivable betrayal—or does it end? Terrifying, comic, ribald and tragic, Sula is a
work that overflows with life. "You can't go wrong by reading or re-reading the
collected works of Toni Morrison. Beloved, Song of Solomon, The Bluest Eye, Sula,
everything else — they're transcendent, all of them. You’ll be glad you read
them."--Barack Obama

The Time Between
This compelling study explores the inextricable links between the Nobel laureate’s
aesthetic practice and her political vision, through an analysis of the key texts as
well as her lesser-studied works, books for children, and most recent novels. Offers
provocative new insights and a refreshingly original contribution to the scholarship
of one of the most important contemporary American writers Analyzes the
celebrated fiction of Morrison in relation to her critical writing about the process of
reading and writing literature, the relationship between readers and writers, and
the cultural contributions of African-American literature Features extended
analyses of Morrison’s lesser-known works, most recent novels, and books for
children as well as the key texts

Ideology and Classic American Literature
An immensely persuasive work of literary criticism that opens a new chapter in the
American dialogue on race -- and promises to change the way we read American
literature. Morrison shows how much the themes of freedom and individualism,
manhood and innocence, depended on the existence of a black population that
was manifestly unfree--and that came to serve white authors as embodiments of
their own fears and desires. According to the Chicago Tribune, Morrison
"reimagines and remaps the possibility of America." Her brilliant discussions of the
"Africanist" presence in the fiction of Poe, Melville, Cather, and Hemingway leads
to a dramatic reappraisal of the essential characteristics of our literary tradition.
Written with the artistic vision that has earned the Nobel Prize-winning author a
pre-eminent place in modern letters, Playing in the Dark is an invaluable read for
avid Morrison admirers as well as students, critics, and scholars of American
literature.

Pym
Examines the effect of a racially divided society on ninteenth century American
writings, and discusses works by Poe, Hawthorne, Melville, and Twain

Paradise
Home
The story of Desdemona from Shakespeare's Othello is re-imagined by Nobel Prize
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laureate Toni Morrison, Malian singer and songwriter Rokia Traoré, and acclaimed
stage director Peter Sellars. Morrison's response to Sellars’ 2009 production of
Othello is an intimate dialogue of words and music between Desdemona and her
African nurse Barbary. Morrison gives voice and depth to the female characters,
letting them speak and sing in the fullness of their hearts. Desdemona is an
extraordinary narrative of words, music and song about Shakespeare’s doomed
heroine, who speaks from the grave about the traumas of race, class, gender, war
— and the transformative power of love. Toni Morrison transports one of the most
iconic, central, and disturbing treatments of race in Western culture into the new
realities and potential outcomes facing a rising generation of the 21st century.

Mouth Full of Blood
In her final novel, Willa Cather departed from her usual Great Plains settings to
plumb the turbulent relationships between slaves and their owners in the
antebellum South. Sapphira and the Slave Girl is set in Virginia just before the Civil
War. Sapphira is a slave owner who feels she has come down in the world and
channels her resentments into jealousy of her beautiful mulatto slave, Nancy.
Sapphira’s daughter Rachel, an abolitionist, opposes her mother’s increasingly
shocking attempts to persecute Nancy. The struggles of these three strong-willed
women provide rich material for Cather’s narrative art and psychological insight.
BONUS: The edition includes an excerpt from The Selected Letters of Willa Cather.

Sula
Explores the work and tormented life of the American poet, a woman who
struggled with mental illness throughout her career, finally taking her own life in
1974

The Bluest Eye
In this thought-provoking volume, David R. Roediger has brought together some of
the most important black writers throughout history to explore the question: What
does it really mean to be white in America? From folktales and slave narratives to
contemporary essays, poetry, and fiction, black writers have long been among
America's keenest students of white consciousness and white behavior, but until
now much of this writing has been ignored. Black on White reverses this trend by
presenting the work of more than fifty major figures, including James Baldwin,
Derrick Bell, Ralph Ellison, W.E.B. Du Bois, bell hooks, Toni Morrison, and Alice
Walker to take a closer look at the many meanings of whiteness in our society.
Rich in irony, artistry, passion, and common sense, these reflections on what
Langston Hughes called "the ways of white folks" illustrate how whiteness as a
racial identity derives its meaning not as a biological category but as a social
construct designed to uphold racial inequality. Powerful and compelling, Black on
White provides a much-needed perspective that is sure to have a major impact on
the study of race and race relations in America. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Anne Sexton
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Author Valerie Babb investigates the history, values, rituals, and shared
consciousness that created whiteness in the United States. Babb surveys early
American writings and material culture, 19th-century literature, and early 20thcentury cultural creations. She claims we can only understand the full significance
of race, when we understand how the concept of "whiteness" was created in a
cultural context.

Slavery and the Literary Imagination
The story of Pecola Breedlove profiles an eleven-year-old African-American girl
growing up in an America that values blue-eyed blondes and the tragedy that
results from her longing to be accepted.

The Black Book
In this slim volume of poems, Caroline Hagood offers a surreal journey through the
fever dream of creativity, exploring what it means to grow up as a woman and
poet sensitive to the point of being skinless, walking the line between inspiration
and madness daily. Starting from early childhood and moving forward, these
poems address gender and trauma, sex and bathroom humor, the misbehaving
mind, relationships, and more. A poet's attempt to transcend suffering through
writing, Lunatic Speaks is by turns funny, sad, and, joyous.

James Baldwin and Toni Morrison: Comparative Critical and
Theoretical Essays
What is race and why does it matter? Why does the presence of Others make us so
afraid? America’s foremost novelist reflects on themes that preoccupy her work
and dominate politics: race, fear, borders, mass movement of peoples, desire for
belonging. Ta-Nehisi Coates provides a foreword to Toni Morrison’s most personal
work of nonfiction to date.

Playing in the Dark
Toni Morrison’s wooded and verdant clearing, a central trope in her novel Beloved,
is the model for this book. The collection is a distinctive review, examination, and
(re)discovery of Morrison’s work and cultural impacts as defined by emerging and
acclaimed artists, scholars, and public figures.
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