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A Good School
Hunters in the Snow is a classic short story by Tobias Wolff centered around the
suburbs of Spokane and featured in In the Garden of the North American Martyrs.
The story deals with three characters hunting together in the woods; Kenny, who is
hard and brutal; Tub, who is fat, a target of ridicule, and lags behind the rest of the
party; and Frank, who is the most "frank" of the group. Each character has a
distinct personality which changes as the story progresses. The story reaches its
climax when Tub shoots Kenny in what appears to be an accident. Tub and Frank
seem to be taking Kenny to a hospital, but wind up stopping in a diner and a
roadhouse in a strange chain of events. The story ends with them driving in a
direction that is opposite to the one of the hospital. This story is believed to be
based upon the painting Hunters in the Snow by Pieter Bruegel, a painter involved
in the realism movement.

The Liar
To American soldiers in Vietnam, "back in the world" meant America and safety. To
Tobias Wolff's characters, Back in the World is where lives that have veered out of
control just might become normal again. Unfortunately, the men and women in
these gripping, pungent, and wonderfully skewed stories have only the vaguest
notion of what normal is. A gentle priest finds himself in a Vegas hotel with a
hysterical, sun-burned stranger. A show-biz hopeful undergoes a dubious audition
in a hearse speeding across the California desert. An aging soldier is distracted
from a night of philandering by a gun-toting neighbor and a suicidal enlisted man.
As he moves among these unfortunates, Wolff observes the disparity between their
realities and their dreams, in ten stories of exhilarating lucidity and grace. Stories
included are: "The Missing Person," "Say Yes," "The Poor Are Always With Us,"
"Sister," "Soldier's Joy," "Desert Breakdown," "Our Story Begins," "Leviathan," and
"The Rich Brother." "TerrificThe magic of his fiction cannot be explained. It is the
ancient art of the master storyteller."--Tim O'Brien From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Old School
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Reissued in an edition newly offset from the authoritative Complete Poems
1904-1962, edited by George James Firmage. E. E. Cummings, along with Pound,
Eliot, and Williams, helped bring about the twentieth-century revolution in literary
expression. He is recognized as the author of some of the most beautiful lyric
poems written in the English language and also as one of the most inventive
American poets of his time. Fresh and candid, by turns earthy, tender, defiant, and
romantic, Cummings's poems celebrate the uniqueness of each individual, the
need to protest the dehumanizing force of organizations, and the exuberant power
of love. No Thanks was first published in 1935; although Cummings was by then in
mid-career, he had still not achieved recognition, and the title refers ironically to
publishers' rejections. No Thanks contains some of Cummings's most daring
literary experiments, and it represents most fully his view of life—romantic
individualism. The poems celebrate an openly felt response to the beauties of the
natural world, and they give first place to love, especially sexual love, in all its
manifestations. The volume includes such favorites as "sonnet entitled how to run
the world)," "may I feel said he," "Jehovah buried. Satan dead," "be of love (a
little)," and the now-famous grasshopper poem.

This Boy's Life
To eight-year old Bunny Morison, his mother is an angelic comforter in whose
absence nothing is real or alive. To his older brother, Robert, his mother is
someone he must protect, especially since the deadly, influenza epidemic of 1918
is ravaging their small Midwestern town. To James Morison, his wife, Elizabeth, is
the center of a life that would disintegrate all too suddenly were she to disappear.
Through the eyes of these characters, William Maxwell creates a sensitive portrait
of an American family and of the complex woman who is its emotional pillar.
Beautifully observed, deftly rendering the civilities and constraints of a vanished
era, They Came Like Swallows measures the subterranean currents of love and
need that run through all our lives. The result confirms Maxwell's reputation as one
of the finest writers we have.

The old school
This exquisite, resonant novel by PEN/Faulkner winner James Salter is a brilliant
portrait of a marriage by a contemporary American master. It is the story of Nedra
and Viri, whose favored life is centered around dinners, ingenious games with their
children, enviable friends, and near-perfect days passed skating on a frozen river
or sunning on the beach. But even as he lingers over the surface of their marriage,
Salter lets us see the fine cracks that are spreading through it, flaws that will
eventually mar the lovely picture beyond repair. Seductive, witty, and elegantly
nuanced, Light Years is a classic novel of an entire generation that discovered the
limits of its own happiness—and then felt compelled to destroy it.

Popular Contemporary Writers
Seeking atonement over her guilt that she caused her sister's paralyzation, Eleanor
takes a job caring for an elderly woman and becomes caught up in the woman's
life of passion, danger, heartache and deception in Hungary during World War II.
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The Time Between
In Pharaoh's Army
Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of the short story, “An
Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” (1890) by Ambrose Bierce. In this text Bierce
creatively uses both structure and content to explore the concept of time, from
present to past, and reflecting its transitional and illusive qualities. The story is one
of Bierce’s most popular and acclaimed works, alongside “The Devil’s Dictionary”
(1911). Bierce (1842-c. 1914) was an American writer, journalist and Civil War
veteran associated with the realism literary movement. His writing is noted for its
cynical, brooding tones and structural precision.

Back in the World
Ugly Rumours
Wolff recalls the years spent, mostly on the run, with his irresponsible father--a selftaught engineer, con man, forger, and gyp artist--and his later coming to terms
with his father's character and life

The Spectator Bird
"You don’t often get collections, or even anthologies where every story knocks you
out, but I’ve been bewildered in the best way over each one [in The Story Prize] so
far." —Lillian Li, author of Number One Chinese Restaurant This anthology of short
stories marks the fifteenth anniversary of The Story Prize and includes one story
from each of the annual winning collections, beginning with Edwidge Danticat’s
The Dew Breaker and concluding with Elizabeth Strout’s Anything Is Possible. The
founder of The Story Prize, Julie Lindsey, and its director, Larry Dark, created this
award to address the lack of one specifically for collections of stories. Together
they choose three finalists from the previous year’s publications, which are sent to
three judges—an author, a bookseller or librarian, and a critic or editor—who,
independently of one another, relay their choices. The prize is then presented at an
annual celebration in New York, where the finalists read from their books and then
discuss their work with Dark. Excerpts from these interviews—or, in a few cases,
the judges’ citations—introduce each story in the book. The authors chose the
stories included to read at the annual Story Prize event.

Best New American Voices
The protagonist of Tobias Wolff’s shrewdly—and at times devastatingly—observed
first novel is a boy at an elite prep school in 1960. He is an outsider who has
learned to mimic the negligent manner of his more privileged classmates. Like
many of them, he wants more than anything on earth to become a writer. But to
do that he must first learn to tell the truth about himself. The agency of revelation
is the school literary contest, whose winner will be awarded an audience with the
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most legendary writer of his time. As the fever of competition infects the boy and
his classmates, fraying alliances, exposing weaknesses, Old School explores the
ensuing deceptions and betrayals with an unblinking eye and a bottomless store of
empathy. The result is further evidence that Wolff is an authentic American
master. From the Trade Paperback edition.

They Came Like Swallows
Literary agent Joe Allston, the central character of Stegner's novel All the Little Live
Things, is now retired and, in his own words, 'just killing time until time gets around
to killing me.' His parents and his only son are long dead, leaving him with neither
ancestors nor descendants, tradition nor ties. His job, trafficking the talent of
others, had not been his choice. He passes through life as a spectator. A postcard
from an old friend causes Allston to return to the journals of a trip he and his wife
had taken years before, a journey to his mother's birthplace, where he'd sought a
link with the past. The memories of that trip, both grotesque and poignant, move
through layers of time and meaning, and reveal that Joe Allston isn't quite
spectator enough. Wallace Stegner was the author of, among other works of
fiction, Remembering Laughter (1973); The Big Rock Candy Mountain (1943); Joe
Hill (1950); All the Little Live Things (1967, Commonwealth Club Gold Medal); A
Shooting Star (1961); Angle of Repose (1971, Pulitzer Prize); Recapitulation (1979);
Crossing to Safety (1987); and Collected Stories (1990). His nonfiction includes
Beyond the Hundredth Meridian (1954); Wolf Willow (1963); The Sound of Mountain
Water (essays, 1969); The Uneasy Chair: A Biography of Bernard deVoto (1964);
American Places (with Page Stegner, 1981); and Where the Bluebird Sings to the
Lemonade Springs: Living and Writing in the West (1992). Three short stories have
won O.Henry prizes, and in 1980 he received the Robert Kirsch Award from the Los
Angeles Times for his lifetime literary achievements.

Matters of Life and Death
Devastated by the suicide of his prep-school roommate and disdaining the
trappings of his affluent Manhattan life, Jason transfers to another school and
bonds with a troubled classmate whose subsequent death compels Jason to
uncover the truth, in a tale set against a backdrop of the 1987 stock market
collapse. 50,000 first printing.

Old School
It's 1960, in America, at a prestigious boys' public school, a place of privilege that
places great emphasis on its democratic ideals. A teenage boy in his final year, on
a scholarship, has learned to fit in with his adoptive tribe while concealing as much
as possible about himself and his background. Class is ever present, but the only
acknowledged snobbery is a literary snobbery. These boys' heroes are writers Fitzgerald, Cummings, Kerouac. They want to be writers themselves, and the
school has a tradition whereby once a term big names from the literary world are
invited to visit. A contest takes place with the boys admitting a piece of writing and
the winner having a private audience with the visitor. When it is announced that
Hemingway will be the next to come to the school, competition among the boys is
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intense, and the morals the school and the boys hold dear - honour, loyalty and
friendship - are tested. No one writes more astutely than Wolff about the process
by which character is formed, and here he illuminates the irresistible strength,
even the violence, of the self-creative urge. This is a novel that, in its power and its
beauty, in its precision and its humanity, is at once contemporary and timeless.

Matters of Life and Death
This unforgettable memoir, by one of our most gifted writers, introduces us to the
young Toby Wolff, by turns tough and vulnerable, crafty and bumbling, and
ultimately winning. Separated by divorce from his father and brother, Toby and his
mother are constantly on the move, yet they develop an extraordinarily close,
almost telepathic relationship. As Toby fights for identity and self-respect against
the unrelenting hostility of a new stepfather, his experiences are at once poignant
and comical, and Wolff does a masterful job of re-creating the frustrations and
cruelties of adolescence. His various schemes - running away to Alaska, forging
checks, and stealing cars - lead eventually to an act of outrageous self-invention
that releases him into a new world of possibility.

The Picador Book of Contemporary American Stories
National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist ANew York TimesNotable Book A Best
Book of the Year —Austin American-Statesman Includes a new, previously
uncollected piece: "My Internet" In The Ecstasy of Influence, the incomparable
Jonathan Lethem has compiled a career-spanning collection of occasional
pieces—essays, memoir, liner notes, fiction, and criticism—which also doubles as a
novelist’s manifesto, self-portrait, and confession. The result is an insightful,
charming, and entertaining grab bag that covers everything from great novels to
old films to graffiti to cyberculture.

The Story Prize
The Same Sea is Amos Oz's most adventurous and inventive novel, the book by
which he would like to be remembered. The cast of characters ranges from a
prodigal son to a widowed father who has taken in his son's enticing young
girlfriend, who in turn sleeps with her boyfriend's close friend. The author himself
receives phone calls from his characters, criticizing the way he portrays them in his
novel. In this human profusion there is chaos and order, love and eroticism, loyalty
and betrayal, and ultimately an extraordinary energy. "I wrote this book with
everything I have. Language, music, structure--everything that I have. . . . This is
the closest book I've written. Close to me, close to what I always wanted. . . . I
went as far as I could."--Amos Oz

Light Years
An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge
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These is My Words
In The Garden Of The North American Martyrs
Ninety-six alphabetically arranged author profiles include biographical information,
critical commentary, and illustrations.

Our Story Begins
Combines ten original works with twenty-one classic tales that chronicle the
unexpected revelations that occur in the lives of characters ranging from a teacher
abducted by a student's father to an attorney taking a difficult deposition.

Prep
Collection of interesting short stories from authors such as Joyce Carol Oates and
Raymond Carver.

The Same Sea
My first collision with fame was hardly memorable. I was a busboy at Marx's Deli.
The year was 1934. The place was Third and Hill, Los Angeles. I was twenty-one
years old, living in a world bounded on the west by Bunker Hill, on the east by Los
Angeles Street, on the south by Pershing Square, and on the north by Civic Center.
I was a busboy nonpareil, with great verve and style for the profession, and though
I was dreadfully underpaid (one dollar a day plus meals) I attracted considerable
attention as I whirled from table to table, balancing a tray on one hand, and
eliciting smiles from my customers. I had something else beside a waiter's skill to
offer my patrons, for I was also a writer.

My Face for the World to See
The Barracks Thief is the story of three young paratroopers waiting to be shipped
out to Vietnam. Brought together one sweltering afternoon to stand guard over an
ammunition dump threatened by a forest fire, they discover in each other an
unexpected capacity for recklessness and violence. Far from being alarmed by this
discovery, they are exhilarated by it; they emerge from their common danger full
of confidence in their own manhood and in the bond of friendship they have
formed. This confidence is shaken when a series of thefts occur. The author
embraces the perspectives of both the betrayer and the betrayed, forcing us to
participate in lives that we might otherwise condemn, and to recognize the kinship
of those lives to our own.

So Long, See You Tomorrow
The Maru family struggles under Apartheid in 1963, as one son is falsely jailed and
two others flee to Botswana. A series of events threaten to destroy the whole
family, and in the end, three generations of women are forced to pick up the
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pieces.

The Duke of Deception
A man rescues a woman when she staggers into the Pacific and the two begin a
relationship that starts out as casual, but quickly moves to troubling and
destructive.

By The Book
In this magically evocative novel, William Maxwell explores the enigmatic gravity
of the past, which compels us to keep explaining it even as it makes liars out of us
every time we try. On a winter morning in the 1920s, a shot rings out on a farm in
rural Illinois. A man named Lloyd Wilson has been killed. And the tenuous
friendship between two lonely teenagers—one privileged yet neglected, the other a
troubled farm boy—has been shattered.Fifty years later, one of those boys—now a
grown man—tries to reconstruct the events that led up to the murder. In doing so,
he is inevitably drawn back to his lost friend Cletus, who has the misfortune of
being the son of Wilson's killer and who in the months before witnessed things that
Maxwell's narrator can only guess at. Out of memory and imagination, the
surmises of children and the destructive passions of their parents, Maxwell creates
a luminous American classic of youth and loss. From the Trade Paperback edition.

The Night In Question
An insightful, achingly funny coming-of-age story as well as a brilliant dissection of
class, race, and gender in a hothouse of adolescent angst and ambition. Lee Fiora
is an intelligent, observant fourteen-year-old when her father drops her off in front
of her dorm at the prestigious Ault School in Massachusetts. She leaves her
animated, affectionate family in South Bend, Indiana, at least in part because of
the boarding school’s glossy brochure, in which boys in sweaters chat in front of
old brick buildings, girls in kilts hold lacrosse sticks on pristinely mown athletic
fields, and everyone sings hymns in chapel. As Lee soon learns, Ault is a cloistered
world of jaded, attractive teenagers who spend summers on Nantucket and speak
in their own clever shorthand. Both intimidated and fascinated by her classmates,
Lee becomes a shrewd observer of—and, ultimately, a participant in—their rituals
and mores. As a scholarship student, she constantly feels like an outsider and is
both drawn to and repelled by other loners. By the time she’s a senior, Lee has
created a hard-won place for herself at Ault. But when her behavior takes a selfdestructive and highly public turn, her carefully crafted identity within the
community is shattered. Ultimately, Lee’s experiences—complicated relationships
with teachers; intense friendships with other girls; an all-consuming preoccupation
with a classmate who is less than a boyfriend and more than a crush; conflicts with
her parents, from whom Lee feels increasingly distant—coalesce into a singular
portrait of the painful and thrilling adolescence universal to us all. BONUS: This
edition includes an excerpt from Curtis Sittenfeld's Sisterland. Praise for Prep
“Curtis Sittenfeld is a young writer with a crazy amount of talent. Her sharp and
economical prose reminds us of Joan Didion and Tobias Wolff. Like them, she has a
sly and potent wit, which cuts unexpectedly—but often—through the placid surface
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of her prose. Her voice is strong and clear, her moral compass steady; I’d believe
anything she told me.”—Dave Eggers, author of A Heartbreaking Work of
Staggering Genius “Prep’s every sentence rings true. Sittenfeld is a rising
star.”—Wally Lamb, author of She’s Come Undone and I Know This Much Is True

No Thanks
Whether he is evoking the blind carnage of the Tet offensive, the theatrics of his
fellow Americans, or the unraveling of his own illusions, Wolff brings to this work
the same uncanny eye for detail, pitiless candor and mordant wit that made This
Boy's Life a modern classic.

The Stories of Tobias Wolff
Old School
Old School is in session. You have probably heard the term Old School, but what
you might not know is that there is a concentrated effort to tear that school down.
It’s a values thing. The anti–Old School forces believe the traditional way of looking
at life is oppressive. Not inclusive. The Old School way may harbor
microaggressions. Therefore, Old School philosophy must be diminished. Those
crusading against Old School now have a name: Snowflakes. You may have seen
them on cable TV whining about social injustice and income inequality. You may
have heard them cheering Bernie Sanders as he suggested the government pay for
almost everything. The Snowflake movement is proud and loud, and they don’t like
Old School grads. So where are you in all this? Did you get up this morning
knowing there are mountains to climb—and deciding how you are going to climb
them? Do you show up on time? Do you still bend over to pick up a penny? If so,
you’re Old School. Or did you wake up whining about safe spaces and trigger
warnings? Do you feel marginalized by your college’s mascot? Do you look for
something to get outraged about, every single day, so you can fire off a tweet
defending your exquisitely precious sensibilities? Then you’re a Snowflake. So
again, are you drifting frozen precipitation? Or do you matriculate at the Old School
fountain of wisdom? This book will explain the looming confrontation so even the
ladies on The View can understand it. Time to take a stand. Old School or
Snowflake. Which will it be?

The Sportswriter
"Spanning forty-nine hours in the life of Arthur Winner, the leading lawyer in the
small Pennsylvania town in the 1950s, By Love Possessed portrays all the myriad
aspects of love."--Back cover, 1998 ed.

Dreams from Bunker Hill
New from the Winner of the Writers' Trust of Canada Marian Engel Award and the
Governor General's Award for English Fiction Once touted as compendiums of
human knowledge, the encyclopedias and handbooks of bygone eras now read
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quaintly, if not comically—yet within their musty pages are often found phrases of
uncanny evocative power. Scrupulously stitching such fragments together, in a
sequel to the Governor General’s Award-winning Forms of Devotion, By The Book is
a collection of verbal and visual collages whose alchemies transform long-dead
texts into tales of enduring vitality. With her visually witty full-colour artwork and
stories like “What Is A Hat? Where Is Constantinople? Who Was Sir Walter Raleigh?
And Many Other Common Questions, Some With Answers, Some Without,” and
“Consumptives Should Not Kiss Other People: A Handy Guide to the Care and
Maintenance of Your Family’s Good Health,” Schoemperlen’s irreverent and ironic
brand of nostalgia combines vintage kitsch with comic, creepy, unexpectedly
moving yarns. Praise for By The Book “Diane Schoemperlen's By The Book is a
bravura performance. Fragments, collage, assemblage, found poetry - none of the
conventional words cover it for they miss the fantastic wit, the energy of humour,
the divine ability to find comedic ore in the print detritus of our culture. She
doesn't rescue texts; with her wicked sense of irony, she actually puts thought
where there was none. She infects the banal with the virus of her own brain and
makes it into art. Then she makes a picture of it—oh, dwell upon the details; there
are whole novels lurking in the details.”—Douglas Glover Praise for Diane
Schoemperlen "Schoemperlen's inventive language and narrative structures
encourage readers to be free 'from the prison of everyday thinking."—New York
Times Book Review "Lovely, clever [and] imaginative."—Wall Street Journal
“Cuttingly witty Schoemperlen could almost form a school of piquant and inventive
fiction with Julie Hecht, Janet Kauffman, and Lydia Davis.”—Booklist "There is no
mistaking a Schoemperlen story—devoted to form, faithful to the mysteries of the
everyday."—The Globe & Mail

Hunters in the Snow
Richard Yates, who died in 1992, is today ranked by many readers, scholars, and
critics alongside such titans of modern American fiction as Updike, Roth, Irving,
Vonnegut, and Mailer. In this work, he offers a spare and autumnal novel about a
New England prep school. At once a meditation on the twilight of youth and an
examination of America's entry into World War II, A Good School tells the stories of
William Grove, the quiet boy who becomes an editor of the school newspaper; Jack
Draper, a crippled chemistry teacher; and Edith Stone, the schoolmaster's young
daughter, who falls in love with most celebrated boy in the class of 1943.

The Ecstasy of Influence
In a novel based on the life of the author's ancestor, Sarah Prine, a child of the
westward expansion, records her dreams, marriage, adventures, joys, and sorrows
in her diary.

The Starboard Sea
One of the sinuous and subtly crafted stories in Tobias Wolff's new collection--his
first in eleven years--begins with a man biting a dog. The fact that Wolff is
reversing familiar expectations is only half the point. The other half is that Wolff
makes the reversal seem inevitable: the dog has attacked his protagonist's young
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daughter. And everywhere in The Night in Question, we are reminded that truth is
deceptive, volatile, and often the last thing we want to know. A young reporter
writes an obituary only to be fired when its subject walks into his office, very much
alive. A soldier in Vietnam goads his lieutenant into sending him on increasingly
dangerous missions. An impecunious mother and son go window-shopping for a
domesticity that is forever beyond their grasp. Seamless, ironic, dizzying in their
emotional aptness, these fifteen stories deliver small, exquisite shocks that leave
us feeling invigorated and intensely alive.

By Love Possessed
Frank Bascombe has a younger girlfriend and a job as a sportswriter. To many men
of his age, thirty-eight, this would be a cause for optimism, yet Frank feels the pull
of his inner despair and especially of his recent losses - his preferred career has
ended, his wife has divorced him, and a tragic accident took his elder son. In the
course of this Easter weekend, Frank will lose all the remnants of his familiar life,
though he will emerge heroic with spirits soaring. This is a magnificent novel that
propelled Richard Ford into the first rank of American writers.

The Barracks Thief
Among the characters you'll find in this collection of twelve stories by Tobias Wolff
are a teenage boy who tells morbid lies about his home life, a timid professor who,
in the first genuine outburst of her life, pours out her opinions in spite of a
protesting audience, a prudish loner who gives an obnoxious hitchhiker a ride, and
an elderly couple on a golden anniversary cruise who endure the offensive
conviviality of the ship's social director. Fondly yet sharply drawn, Wolff's
characters stumble over each other in their baffled yet resolute search for the
"right path."
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