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Complements Great Books of the Western World; includes only short works and
excerpts from longer works.

Homer's Iliad and Odyssey
A modern prose version of the classical epic relates the wanderings and
homecoming of a Greek warrior and hero

The Iliad of Homer
A new translation of the epic poem retells the story of Odysseus's ten-year voyage
home to Ithaca after the Trojan War

Literature of the Western World
In October 1930, Macy's department store in New York City used the inexpensive
book series "The Modern Library of the World's Best Books" as a loss-leader to
draw customers into the store. Selling for only nine cents a copy, the small-format,
modern classics attracted crowds of buyers. Businessmen, housewives, students,
bohemian intellectuals, and others waited in long lines to purchase affordable hardbound copies of works by the likes of Tolstoy, Wilde, Joyce, and Woolf. It was a
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significant moment in American cultural history, demonstrating that a series of
books respected and praised by the nation's self-appointed arbiters of taste could
attract a throng of middle-class consumers without damaging its reputation as a
vehicle of "serious culture." The Modern Library's reputation stands in sharp
contrast to that of similar publishing ventures dismissed by critics as agents of
"middlebrow culture," such as the Book of-the-Month Club. Writers for the New
Republic, the Nation, and the Bookman expressed their fears that mass-production
and new distribution schemes would commodify literature and deny the promise of
American culture. Yet although the Modern Library offered the public a uniformly
packaged, preselected set of "the World's Best Books," it earned the praise of
these self-consciously intellectual critics. Focusing on the Modern Library's
marketing strategies, editorial decisions, and close attention to book design, Jay
Satterfield explores the interwar cultural dynamics that allowed the publisher of
the series to exploit the forces of mass production and treat books as commodities
while still positioning the series as a revered cultural entity. So successful was this
approach that the modern publishing colossus Random House was built on the
reputation, methods, and profits of the Modern Library.

Homer
The Homer Book is now being released in hardback, as part of the ongoing series:
The Simpsons Library of Wisdom. Homer Simpson is a man's man, an 'Average Joe',
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a loving father and husband, and a devoted beer drinker. But do you know the
'real' Homer? Find out what's on Homer's mind, discover the mysteries of Homer's
fridge, hang out in Homer's haunts; meet his friends and enemies; and spend a
typical day with the lovable lout who will lift you out of your D'oh–ldrums. In The
Simpsons Library of Wisdom, Matt Groening, the creator of 'The Simpsons', offers
an ongoing series of portable and quotable books that will eliminate the need for
all religions and philosophies, exalt man's role in the universe and make the world
a better place sort of. No other television show in history has commented so freely
and so humorously on modern times, and there seems to be no end in sight for the
sharp satire and pointed parody that 'The Simpsons' serves up every night of the
week all around the world.

The Odyssey
The 2010 Newbery Honor Book by highly acclaimed author Rodman Philbrick is
now in paperback! In this Newbery Honor-winning page-turner, twelve-year-old
orphan Homer runs away from Pine Swamp, Maine, to find his older brother,
Harold, who has been sold into the Union Army. With laugh-aloud humor, Homer
outwits and outruns a colorful assortment of civil War-era thieves, scallywags, and
spies as he makes his way south, following clues that finally lead him to
Gettysburg. Even through a hail of gunfire, Homer never loses heart--but will he
find his brother? Or will it be too late? With engaging wit and comical repartee
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reminiscent of Mark Twain, master storyteller Rodman Philbrick introduces us to
the unforgettable character of Homer in his latest groundbreaking novel.

All the Great Books!
An inspiring firsthand investigation into the crucial challenge of turning teenagers
into lifelong readers It's hardly a secret that millions of American kids, caught up in
social media, television, movies, and games, don't read seriously--that is, they
associate serious reading with duty or work, not with pleasure. This indifference
has become a grievous loss to our standing as a great nation--and a personal loss,
too, for millions of teenagers who may turn into adults with limited understanding
of themselves and others. Can this be changed? Can teenagers be turned on to
literature? What kind of teachers can do it, and what books? To find out, Denby sat
in on a tenth-grade English class in a New York public school for an entire
academic year, and made frequent visits to an inner-city public school in New
Haven and to a respected public school in Westchester county. He read all the
stories, poems, plays, and novels that the kids were reading, and here combines a
chronicle of what he observed with fresh and inspiring encounters with the books
themselves, including The Scarlet Letter, Brave New World,1984, The Alchemist,
Slaughterhouse Five, The Kite Runner,Long Way Gone and many more. Denby's
book is a dramatic narrative that traces awkward and baffled beginnings but also
exciting breakthroughs and the emergence of pleasure in reading. In a sea of bad
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news about education and the fate of the book, David Denby reaffirms the power
of great teachers and the importance and inspiration of great literature.

The History and Adventures of the Renowned Don Quixote,3
The Mostly True Adventures Of Homer P. Figg
In unrelenting flow of choices confronts us at nearly every moment of our lives,
and yet our culture offers us no clear way to choose. This predicament seems
inevitable, but in fact it’s quite new. In medieval Europe, God’s calling was a
grounding force. In ancient Greece, a whole pantheon of shining gods stood ready
to draw an appropriate action out of you. Like an athlete in “the zone,” you were
called to a harmonious attunement with the world, so absorbed in it that you
couldn’t make a “wrong” choice. If our culture no longer takes for granted a belief
in God, can we nevertheless get in touch with the Homeric moods of wonder and
gratitude, and be guided by the meanings they reveal? All Things Shining says we
can. Hubert Dreyfus and Sean Dorrance Kelly illuminate some of the greatest
works of the West to reveal how we have lost our passionate engagement with and
responsiveness to the world. Their journey takes us from the wonder and openness
of Homer’s polytheism to the monotheism of Dante; from the autonomy of Kant to
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the multiple worlds of Melville; and, finally, to the spiritual difficulties evoked by
modern authors such as David Foster Wallace and Elizabeth Gilbert. Dreyfus, a
philosopher at the University of California, Berkeley, for forty years, is an original
thinker who finds in the classic texts of our culture a new relevance for people’s
everyday lives. His lively, thought-provoking lectures have earned him a podcast
audience that often reaches the iTunesU Top 40. Kelly, chair of the philosophy
department at Harvard University, is an eloquent new voice whose sensitivity to
the sadness of the culture—and to what remains of the wonder and gratitude that
could chase it away—captures a generation adrift. Re-envisioning modern spiritual
life through their examination of literature, philosophy, and religious testimony,
Dreyfus and Kelly unearth ancient sources of meaning, and teach us how to
rediscover the sacred, shining things that surround us every day. This book will
change the way we understand our culture, our history, our sacred practices, and
ourselves. It offers a new—and very old—way to celebrate and be grateful for our
existence in the modern world.

Gateway to the Great Books
For contents, see Title Catalog.

How to Read a Book
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Scholarly commentary on the nuances of Greek writing fills library shelves, even
entire libraries. Yet nothing can take the place of the documents themselves. The
Classical Greek Reader marks an exciting departure from the traditional anthology
approach to Greek literature and thought. By focusing not only on the big names
but also on the less-familiar voices--the women, doctors, storytellers, herbalists,
and romance writers--we are offered a glimpse of ancient Greece as we have rarely
seen it. Kenneth J. Atchity provides the reader with firsthand access to literary,
artistic, social, political, religious, scientific, and philosophical texts that shaped
Greek thinking. From Homeric epics to the histories of Plutarch, and from the
poems of Korinna to the romances of Heliodorus, this invaluable reference provides
readers with modern translations of the voices that shaped the classical Greek
spirit. Each entry contains an introduction identifying the author and providing
information that allows readers to consider these ancient texts in a new light. Here
are the wonders of the Greek world presented in a modern, accessible manner,
perfect for those looking to refresh their acquaintance with the classics and for
those who have yet to explore the exciting intellectual energy of the ancient Greek
world.

The Odyssey
With half a million copies in print, How to Read a Book is the best and most
successful guide to reading comprehension for the general reader, completely
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rewritten and updated with new material. A CNN Book of the Week: “Explains not
just why we should read books, but how we should read them. It's masterfully
done.” –Farheed Zakaria Originally published in 1940, this book is a rare
phenomenon, a living classic that introduces and elucidates the various levels of
reading and how to achieve them—from elementary reading, through systematic
skimming and inspectional reading, to speed reading. Readers will learn when and
how to “judge a book by its cover,” and also how to X-ray it, read critically, and
extract the author’s message from the text. Also included is instruction in the
different techniques that work best for reading particular genres, such as practical
books, imaginative literature, plays, poetry, history, science and mathematics,
philosophy and social science works. Finally, the authors offer a recommended
reading list and supply reading tests you can use measure your own progress in
reading skills, comprehension, and speed.

The Odyssey
All Things Shining
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from
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the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of
these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this
work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate
your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important
part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Works of Homer
Examines the origins of "The Iliad" and "The Odyssey," the colorful characters and
events chronicling the Trojan War and its aftermath, and the legacy of the works
for Western culture.

Great Books of the Western World: The Iliad of Homer. The
Odyssey
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Homer is known to have authored the first known literature of Europe. Homer's
epic chronicle of the Greek hero Odysseus’ journey home from the Trojan War has
inspired writers from Virgil to James Joyce. Odysseus survives storm and shipwreck,
the cave of the Cyclops and the isle of Circe, the lure of the Sirens’ song and a trip
to the Underworld, only to find his most difficult challenge at home, where
treacherous suitors seek to steal his kingdom and his loyal wife. With real poetic
power… his book is one no lover of living poetry should miss. —The New York
Times

Homer's Odyssey
An editor and writer's vivaciously entertaining, and often moving, chronicle of his
year-long adventure with fifty great books (and two not-so-great ones)—a true
story about reading that reminds us why we should all make time in our lives for
books. Nearing his fortieth birthday, author and critic Andy Miller realized he's not
nearly as well read as he'd like to be. A devout book lover who somehow fell out of
the habit of reading, he began to ponder the power of books to change an
individual life—including his own—and to the define the sort of person he would
like to be. Beginning with a copy of Bulgakov's Master and Margarita that he
happens to find one day in a bookstore, he embarks on a literary odyssey of
mindful reading and wry introspection. From Middlemarch to Anna Karenina to A
Confederacy of Dunces, these are books Miller felt he should read; books he'd
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always wanted to read; books he'd previously started but hadn't finished; and
books he'd lied about having read to impress people. Combining memoir and
literary criticism, The Year of Reading Dangerously is Miller's heartfelt, humorous,
and honest examination of what it means to be a reader. Passionately believing
that books deserve to be read, enjoyed, and debated in the real world, Miller
documents his reading experiences and how they resonated in his daily life and
ultimately his very sense of self. The result is a witty and insightful journey of
discovery and soul-searching that celebrates the abiding miracle of the book and
the power of reading.

Homer and Langley
A tale inspired by a true story finds the blind Homer Collyer closeted within a oncegrand Fifth Avenue mansion with his damaged brother and remembering a life
marked by colorful characters, political events and technological achievements. By
the National Book Award-winning author of Billy Bathgate. Reprint. A best-selling
novel.

Homer's the Iliad and the Odyssey
Renowned Homer scholar Barry B. Powell has already given the world powerful
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new translations of the Iliad and the Odyssey. Now his Homer's Iliad and Odyssey:
The Essential Books brings together his translations of the most important books
and passages from these two great poems in one handy volume. Accessible,
poetic, and accurate, Barry Powell's translations are an excellent fit for today's
students. With swift, transparent language that rings both ancient and modern,
Powell exposes students to all of the rage, pleasure, pathos, cunning, and humor
that are Homer's Iliad and Odyssey. Both the translations and the introductions are
informed by the best recent scholarship. FEATURES * Uses well-modulated verse
and accurate English that is contemporary but never without dignity * Powell's
introduction sets the poems in their philological, mythological, and historical
contexts * Features unique on-page notes, facilitating students' engagement with
the poems * Embedded illustrations accompanied by extensive captions provide
Greek and Roman visual sources for key passages * Maps provide geographic
context for the poems' many place names * Audio recordings (read by Powell) of
important passages are available on the book's Companion Website and indicated
in the text margin by an icon

Great Books of the Western World, Volume 4
The most remarkable and affecting book of poetry I encountered this year. James
Wood, The New Yorker
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The Dialogues of Plato the Seventh Letter
Harold Bloom explores our Western literary tradition by concentrating on the works
of twenty-six authors central to the Canon. He argues against ideology in literary
criticism; he laments the loss of intellectual and aesthetic standards; he deplores
multiculturalism, Marxism, feminism, neoconservatism, Afro-centrism, and the New
Historicism.

From Homer to Joyce
THE NATIONAL BESTSELLER At the age of forty-eight, writer and film critic David
Denby returned to Columbia University and re-enrolled in two core courses in
Western civilization to confront the literary and philosophical masterpieces -- the
"great books" -- that are now at the heart of the culture wars. In Great Books, he
leads us on a glorious tour, a rediscovery and celebration of such authors as
Homer and Boccaccio, Locke and Nietzsche. Conrad and Woolf. The resulting
personal odyssey is an engaging blend of self-discovery, cultural commentary,
reporting, criticism, and autobiography -- an inspiration for anyone in love with the
written word.

Great Books
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Homer’s Odyssey is the first great travel narrative in Western culture. A compelling
tale about the consequences of war, and about redemption, transformation, and
the search for home, the Odyssey continues to be studied in universities and
schools, and to be read and referred to by ordinary readers. Reading Homer’s
Odyssey offers a book-by-book commentary on the epic’s themes that informs the
non-specialist and engages the seasoned reader in new perspectives. Among the
themes discussed are hospitality, survival, wealth, reputation and immortality, the
Olympian gods, self-reliance and community, civility, behavior, etiquette and
technology, ease, inactivity and stagnation, Penelope’s relationship with Odysseus,
Telemachus’ journey, Odysseus’ rejection of Calypso’s offer of immortality,
Odysseus’ lies, Homer’s use of the House of Atreus and other myths, the cinematic
qualities of the epic’s structure, women’s role in the epic, and the Odyssey’s true
ending. Footnotes clarify and elaborate upon myths that Homer leaves unfinished,
explain terms and phrases, and provide background information. The volume
concludes with a general bibliography of work on the Odyssey, in addition to the
bibliographies that accompany each book’s commentary. Published by Bucknell
University Press. Distributed worldwide by Rutgers University Press.

Why Homer Matters
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The World's Best Books
With her virtuoso translation, classicist and bestselling author Caroline Alexander
brings to life Homer’s timeless epic of the Trojan War Composed around 730 B.C.,
Homer’s Iliad recounts the events of a few momentous weeks in the protracted tenyear war between the invading Achaeans, or Greeks, and the Trojans in their
besieged city of Ilion. From the explosive confrontation between Achilles, the
greatest warrior at Troy, and Agamemnon, the inept leader of the Greeks, through
to its tragic conclusion, The Iliad explores the abiding, blighting facts of war.
Soldier and civilian, victor and vanquished, hero and coward, men, women, young,
old—The Iliad evokes in poignant, searing detail the fate of every life ravaged by
the Trojan War. And, as told by Homer, this ancient tale of a particular Bronze Age
conflict becomes a sublime and sweeping evocation of the destruction of war
throughout the ages. Carved close to the original Greek, acclaimed classicist
Caroline Alexander’s new translation is swift and lean, with the driving cadence of
its source—a translation epic in scale and yet devastating in its precision and
power.

The Classical Greek Reader
A new publication of the definitive translation of Homer's epic brings the ancient
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poem to life, chronicling the Greek siege of the Trojan city state and the war that
ensued.

The Lost Books of the Odyssey
"Sing, goddess, the anger of Peleus’ son Achilleus / and its devastation." For sixty
years, that's how Homer has begun the Iliad in English, in Richmond Lattimore's
faithful translation—the gold standard for generations of students and general
readers. This long-awaited new edition of Lattimore's Iliad is designed to bring the
book into the twenty-first century—while leaving the poem as firmly rooted in
ancient Greece as ever. Lattimore's elegant, fluent verses—with their memorably
phrased heroic epithets and remarkable fidelity to the Greek—remain unchanged,
but classicist Richard Martin has added a wealth of supplementary materials
designed to aid new generations of readers. A new introduction sets the poem in
the wider context of Greek life, warfare, society, and poetry, while line-by-line
notes at the back of the volume offer explanations of unfamiliar terms, information
about the Greek gods and heroes, and literary appreciation. A glossary and maps
round out the book. The result is a volume that actively invites readers into
Homer's poem, helping them to understand fully the worlds in which he and his
heroes lived—and thus enabling them to marvel, as so many have for centuries, at
Hektor and Ajax, Paris and Helen, and the devastating rage of Achilleus.
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The Complete Works of Homer
Literature's greatest books condensed into 90 minutes.

Homer in English
BONUS: This edition contains a new afterword and an excerpt from Gwen Cooper's
Love Saves the Day. ONCE IN NINE LIVES, SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY HAPPENS.
The last thing Gwen Cooper wanted was another cat. She already had two, not to
mention a phenomenally underpaying job and a recently broken heart. Then
Gwen’s veterinarian called with a story about a three-week-old eyeless kitten
who’d been abandoned. It was love at first sight. Everyone warned that Homer
would always be an “underachiever.” But the kitten nobody believed in quickly
grew into a three-pound dynamo with a giant heart who eagerly made friends with
every human who crossed his path. Homer scaled seven-foot bookcases with ease,
survived being trapped alone for days after 9/11 in an apartment near the World
Trade Center, and even saved Gwen’s life when he chased off an intruder who
broke into their home in the middle of the night. But it was Homer’s unswerving
loyalty, his infinite capacity for love, and his joy in the face of all obstacles that
transformed Gwen’s life. And by the time she met the man she would marry, she
realized that Homer had taught her the most valuable lesson of all: Love isn’t
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something you see with your eyes.

Ulysses
The Western Canon
This is a lively, readable and accurate verse translation of the six best plays by one
of the most influential of all classical Latin writers. The volume includes Phaedra,
Oedipus, Medea, Trojan Women, Hercules Furens, and Thyestes, together with an
invaluable introduction and notes.

Great Books of the Western World
"Adam Nicolson writes popular books as popular books used to be, a breeze rather
than a scholarly sweat, but humanely erudite, elegantly written, passionately
feltand his excitement is contagious."—James Wood, The New Yorker Adam
Nicolson sees the Iliad and the Odyssey as the foundation myths of Greek—and
our—consciousness, collapsing the passage of 4,000 years and making the distant
past of the Mediterranean world as immediate to us as the events of our own time.
Why Homer Matters is a magical journey of discovery across wide stretches of the
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past, sewn together by the poems themselves and their metaphors of life and
trouble. Homer's poems occupy, as Adam Nicolson writes "a third space" in the
way we relate to the past: not as memory, which lasts no more than three
generations, nor as the objective accounts of history, but as epic, invented after
memory but before history, poetry which aims "to bind the wounds that time
inflicts." The Homeric poems are among the oldest stories we have, drawing on
deep roots in the Eurasian steppes beyond the Black Sea, but emerging at a time
around 2000 B.C. when the people who would become the Greeks came south and
both clashed and fused with the more sophisticated inhabitants of the Eastern
Mediterranean. The poems, which ask the eternal questions about the individual
and the community, honor and service, love and war, tell us how we became who
we are.

The Iliad
The Iliad
"I hold this book to be the most important expression which the present age has
found; it is a book to which we are all indebted, and from which none of us can
escape." T.S. Eliot Ulysses depicts a day in Leopold Bloom’s life, broken into
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episodes analogous to Homer’s Odyssey and related in rich, varied styles. Joyce’s
novel is celebrated for its depth of learning, earthy humor, literary allusions and
piercing insight into the human heart. First published in Paris in 1922 Ulysses was
not published in the United States until 1934. Immediately recognized as an
extraordinary work that both echoed the history of English literature and took it in
new, unheralded directions, Joyce’s book was controversial. Its widespread release
was initially slowed by censors nitpicking a few passages. The novel is challenging,
in that it is an uncommon reader who will perceive all that Joyce has put into his
pages upon first reading, but it is uniquely rewarding for anyone willing to follow
where the author leads. Far more than a learned exercise in literary skill, Ulysses
displays a sense of humor that ranges from delicate to roguish as well as
sequences of striking beauty and emotion. Chief among the latter must be the
novel’s climactic stream of consciousness step into the mind of the protagonist’s
wife, Molly Bloom, whose open-hearted acceptance of life and love is among the
most memorable and moving passages in English literature. With an eye-catching
new cover, and professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of Ulysses is both
modern and readable.

The Odyssey
Traces Odysseus' ten-year voyage home after the Trojan War, a journey marked by
a man-eating Cyclops, deadly Sirens, the fury of the sea-god Poseidon, and
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Odysseus' faithful wife's efforts to rebuff greedy suitors.

The Homer Book
A BRILLIANT AND BEGUILING REIMAGINING OF ONE OF OUR GREATEST MYTHS BY A
GIFTED YOUNG WRITER Zachary Mason's brilliant and beguiling debut novel, The
Lost Books of the Odyssey, reimagines Homer's classic story of the hero Odysseus
and his long journey home after the fall of Troy. With brilliant prose, terrific
imagination, and dazzling literary skill, Mason creates alternative episodes,
fragments, and revisions of Homer's original that taken together open up this
classic Greek myth to endless reverberating interpretations. The Lost Books of the
Odyssey is punctuated with great wit, beauty, and playfulness; it is a daring
literary page-turner that marks the emergence of an extraordinary new talent.

Lit Up
Widely revered as the father of Western literature, Homer was the author of the
Iliad and the Odyssey, the epic poems which immortalised such names as Achilles,
Cyclops, Menelaus, and Helen of Troy. In this vivid introduction, Elton Barker and
Joel Christensen celebrate the complexity, innovation, and sheer excitement of
Homer’s two great works. Investigating the controversy surrounding the man
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behind the myths, they ask who Homer was and whether he even existed. Making
parallels between Homeric hexameter and rap, and between his battle scenes and
The Lord of the Rings, the authors highlight how his hugely influential epics deal
with ageless questions that still confront us today. Perfect for new readers of the
great poet and full of insights that will delight Homeric experts, this book will
inspire you to discover – or rediscover – his masterpieces first-hand.

Six Tragedies
This text is one of the volumes in the New Poets in Translation series. It focuses on
the epic poems of Homer, one of the most translated authors in literature.

The Year of Reading Dangerously
The most comprehensive best selling anthology of its kind, the second volume in
this two-part survey enables leaders to choose among the most important
canonical and less-familiar texts of the Western literary tradition in Europe and the
Americas. It offers complete texts whenever possible, uses the best translations of
foreign-language material, and, when appropriate, presents more than one text by
each author. Volume Two provides detailed historical and biographical notes and
introductions to the later literary periods including Neoclassicism and
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Romanticism; Realism and Naturalism; and Modern and Contemporary.
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