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Heaven Is a Playground
A young man's journey through the Philippines' most unlikely obsession:
basketball. In Pacific Rims, Rafe Bartholemew, journalist, New Yorker, and veteran
baller, ventures through the Philippines to investigate the country's love of
basketball. From street corners where diehards fashion hoops out of old car parts
to the professional league where politicians exploit team loyalties to win elections,
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Pacific Rims gets the story-and gets in the game.

Heaven Is a Playground
More than 6 years after his death David Halberstam remains one of this country's
most respected journalists and revered authorities on American life and history in
the years since WWII. A Pulitzer Prize-winner for his ground-breaking reporting on
the Vietnam War, Halberstam wrote more than 20 books, almost all of them
bestsellers. His work has stood the test of time and has become the standard by
which all journalists measure themselves. The New York Times bestseller, now with
a new introduction! The Breaks of the Game focuses on one grim season (1979-80)
in the life of the Bill Walton-led Portland Trail Blazers, a team that only three years
before had been NBA champions. The tactile authenticity of Halberstam's
knowledge of the basketball world is unrivaled. Yet he is writing here about far
more than just basketball. This is a story about a place in our society where power,
money, and talent collide and sometimes corrupt, a place where both national
obsessions and naked greed are exposed. It's about the influence of big media, the
fans and the hype they subsist on, the clash of ethics, the terrible physical
demands of modern sports (from drugs to body size), the unreal salaries, the
conflicts of race and class, and the consequences of sport converted into mass
entertainment and athletes transformed into superstars--all presented in a way
that puts the reader in the room and on the court, and The Breaks of the Game in a
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league of its own.

The Pats
An account that tackles “the Pats’ wilderness years to the current dynasty . . . with
fresh insight, bite, and humor from an All-Pro roster of writers” (John U. Bacon, New
York Times bestselling author of Overtime). The New England Patriots have
become a dynasty, though it didn’t begin that way. Love ’em, hate ’em, the Pats
have captured this country’s attention like no other franchise. From two awardwinning authors this is the first complete story of a legendary team and its five
championship trophies. In the tradition of their celebrated illustrated histories of
some of sports’ most iconic franchises, Stout and Johnson tell the history in full and
in colorful detail. This is a lavishly illustrated tale full of larger-than-life
characters—from founding owner Billy Sullivan, early stars like Syracuse running
back Jim Nance and beloved wide receiver turned broadcaster Gino Cappeletti, to
Hall of Famers and stars like John Hannah, Russ Francis, and Steve Grogan through
to present-day stars like Tom Brady and Bill Belichick and owner Bob Kraft.
Featuring essays by Richard Johnson, Upton Bell, Leigh Montville, Howard Bryant,
Ron Borges, Lesley Visser and more, The Pats is a must-have gift for fans, old and
new, and an indelible portrait of the most talked about team in NFL history. “Glenn
Stout and Richard Johnson . . . whisk us back in time to old ballparks, long-ago
games and the personalities who made Boston a dynamic sports town. What Stout
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and Johnson did for baseball with Red Sox Century they now do for football with
The Pats.”—Steve Buckley, Boston Herald “The book every Patriots fan has been
waiting for.”—Bob Ryan, Boston Globe columnist emeritus and ESPN commentator

Heaven Is a Playground
"The best basketball book I've ever read." —Barack Obama Heaven Is a
Playground, now in its fifth edition to include more information on Fly Williams, was
the first book on the uniquely American phenomenon of urban basketball. Rick
Telander, a photojournalist and former high school basketball player, spent part of
the summer of 1973 and all of the summer of 1974 in Brooklyn living the
playground life with his subjects at Foster Park in Flatbush. He slept on the floor of
a park regular’s apartment, observing, questioning, traveling, playing with, and
eventually coaching a ragtag group of local teenagers whose hopes of better lives
were often fanatically attached to the transcendent game itself. Telander
introduces us to Fly Williams, a playground legend with incredible leaping ability
and self-destructive tendencies that threatened to keep him earthbound. Another
standout was Albert King, a fifteen-year-old phenom whose shy, quiet demeanor
masked an otherworldly talent that eventually took him to the NBA. This edition
also includes Telander’s perspectives on the arrival of an NBA team in Brooklyn.
Heaven Is a Playground is one of a kind—a funny, sad, ultimately inspiring book
about Americans and the roots of the sport that they love.
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My Losing Season
Recounts the life and achievements of the troubled 1970s basketball star, from his
relationship with his obsessive father and unbroken college scoring record to the
personal demons that challenged his life and his evangelical Christian faith.

Moving the Chains
An unlikely friendship develops between a lonely eleven-year-old boy and the
professional basketball star whom he idolizes.

The Divine Nature of Basketball
In 1974 Rick Telander intended to spend a few days doing a magazine piece on the
courtøwizards of Brooklyn?s Foster Park. He ended up staying the entire summer,
becoming part of the players? lives, and eventually the coach of a loose
aggregation known as the Subway Stars. ø Telander tells of everything he saw: the
on-court flash, the off-court jargon, the late-night graffiti raids, the tireless efforts
of one promoter-hustler-benefactor to get these kids a chance at a college
education. He lets the kids speak for themselves, revealing their grand dreams and
ambitions, but he never flinches from showing us how far their dreams are from
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reality. The roots of today?s inner-city basketball can be traced to the world
Telander presents in Heaven Is a Playground, the first book of its kind.

From Coin Toss to Championship
This classic memoir about life in the pros by the NBA hall of famer and former US
senator was named a top 100 Sports Books by Sports Illustrated. Before Bill
Bradley became known as a US senator and presidential candidate, he was famous
for being a part of the world championship–winning New York Knicks. Now, long
after his athletic and political careers have come to a close, his account of twenty
days in a pro basketball season remains a classic of sports literature, unparalleled
in its honesty and intelligence. Told with incredible candor, Bradley shows life on
the road as a pro-athlete for what it is: a sometimes glamourous, often lonely
journey. He takes readers from the court to the locker room; from the seamless
teamwork of a winning game to the melancholy of a motel in a strange city.
Bradley shows us the abuse of the press alongside the smothering adoration of the
fans. We watch in horror as Earl Monroe is beaten outside Madison Square Garden
barely an hour after twenty thousand people cheered him. And we come to
understand the euphoria and exhaustion, the icy concentration and intense
pressure, that are felt only by those who play basketball for keeps. “A remarkable,
searching, smart book.” —Newsweek
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Never Ran, Never Will
The New York Times Bestseller, Now in eBook Format and Updated With a New
Introduction This is the 20th anniversary of the explosive bestseller that changed
the way the world viewed one of the greatest athletes in history, revealing for the
first time Michael Jordan's relentless drive to win anything and everything, at any
cost. NBA Hall of Fame columnist Sam Smith had unlimited access to the team and
its players during their championship 1991-92 season, which he details in the new
introduction, along with candid revelations about his sources, and the reaction
from Michael, his teammates, the media, and the fans when the book blasted onto
the bestseller lists in 1992 (where it stayed for three months). With more than a
million copies in print, and just published for the first time in eBook format, The
Jordan Rules remains the ultimate inside look at one of the most legendary teams
in sports history.

The College Football Problem
What do Julius Erving, Larry Brown, Moses Malone, Bob Costas, the Indiana Pacers,
the San Antonio Spurs and the Slam Dunk Contest have in common? They all got
their professional starts in the American Basketball Association. What do Julius
Erving, Larry Brown, Moses Malone, Bob Costas, the Indiana Pacers, the San
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Antonio Spurs and the Slam Dunk Contest have in common? They all got their
professional starts in the American Basketball Association. The NBA may have won
the financial battle, but the ABA won the artistic war. With its stress on wide-open
individual play, the adoption of the 3-point shot and pressing defense, and the
encouragement of flashy moves and flying dunks, today's NBA is still—decades
later —just the ABA without the red, white and blue ball. Loose Balls is, after all
these years, the definitive and most widely respected history of the ABA. It's a wild
ride through some of the wackiest, funniest, strangest times ever to hit pro
sports—told entirely through the (often incredible) words of those who played,
wrote and connived their way through the league's nine seasons.

Among the Thugs
Isaac Williams, twelve-year-old son of American doctors at a mission hospital in
Java, Indonesia, is certain that his friendship with Ismail Sutanto is as solid and
enduring as the majestic flame tree in the yard. But the haven of their small world
is shattered when a fundamentalist Islamic organization begins to threaten the
hospital. Terrorists infiltrate, the State Department orders an evacuation, bombs explode, and Isaac is taken hostage. The experience embitters Isaac. He knows that
he should forgive those who have hurt him, yet he doesn't think that he can. His
life is changed forever, but will it be forever crippled by his bitterness? Set against
the backdrop of September 11, 2001, The Flame Tree is a fierce novel of
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friendship, faith, and forgiveness. Richard Lewis tells a story that is at once timely
and timeless, one that has the power to move hearts and open eyes.

The Miracle of St. Anthony
The ultimate record of a great franchise's greatest season as told by none other
than Da Coach himself In Ditka's own words, this 30th anniversary volume of The
'85 Bears is packed with special features that make it the ultimate must-have
treasure for every Bears fan. This updated edition features the authors' reflections
on the incredible championship season as well as recaps and statistics for every
regular- and post-season game bring the entire 1985 campaign to life. Interviews
with fan favorites—from the Fridge to Buddy Ryan—as well as special commentary
from Gary Fencik offer extra insight into the team's Super Bowl run. Capping off a
truly memorable volume is a bonus audio CD that features an exclusive interview
with Mike Ditka, providing even more memories from a truly golden era of Chicago
football.

Out of My League:
In Like a Rose: A Thoughtful Celebration of Football, Rick Telander reproduces his
training-camp journal, following each entry with his views today on how those
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unique events and the heartbreak of not being able to fulfill his NFL dream helped
propel him into a life as one of the country's most highly respected sportswriters.

Pacific Rims
A detailed expose on the corruption in college football by acclaimed sportswriter
Rick Telander, with a foreword by Rick Reilly! In 1989, when Rick Telander first
published The Hundred Yard Lie, he proposed that big-time college football should
be professionalized. In doing so, Telander was ahead of his time, for the problems
that he outlined more than thirty years ago are still relevant today—and in some
cases are more severe. In The College Football Problem, a newly revised edition of
the 1989 book, Telander reveals that more than thirty years later there still exists
the dominance of multimillionaire coaches whose only goal is winning regardless of
cost to athletes; the presence of wealthy boosters, board members, and athletic
department bigshots who have little regard for the academic side of universities;
and, of course, the exploited players themselves—many of whom are impoverished
minorities—who too often leave school without degrees or real world working skills
but with physical injuries and mental betrayals that often will haunt them for the
rest of their lives. Many of these concerns have come to a head in California, where
in the Fall of 2019 the governor passed the Fair Pay to Play Act, whereby college
athletes can hire agents to help them with business deals. With a new foreword by
Rick Reilly, this book frames these longtime issues in a new light and offers
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solutions from Telander in an attempt to put an end to the corruption once and for
all.

Fall River Dreams
The author shares his experiences spending a summer in the Flatbush section of
Brooklyn observing basketball on the ghetto playgrounds

The Jordan Rules
Heaven Was Detroit is a comprehensive collection of essays on the long history of
Detroit music by some of America's best-known music writers.

Missing Links
A history of the activism and achievement of African American athletes from Jesse
Owens to Serena Williams to Colin Kaepernick, who advanced the cause of social
justice through their outspokenness, commitment, and integrity. Muhammad Ali
refused to fight in a war he believed was immoral. Wilma Rudolph retired from
track and field to campaign for civil rights. Colin Kaepernick took a knee during the
national anthem to draw attention to the oppression of black bodies. Taking a
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Knee, Taking a Stand tells their stories and the stories of other prominent African
American male and female athletes who often risked their careers to fight racial
discrimination and promote social justice. From Jackie Robinson breaking the color
line in major league baseball to NBA great Bill Russell sitting at the feet of Dr.
Martin Luther King at the 1963 March on Washington to Althea Gibson asserting
her tennis dominance at a time when many clubs would not allow African
Americans to play on their courts, this moving and celebratory history shows how
the tradition of black protest in sports has been consistent, necessary, and organic,
and that the present crisis of misunderstanding and intolerance demands that this
tradition continue as the country struggles toward fairness and equity.

Heaven's Child
When a group of middle-class buddies obsessed with golf set up a bet to see who
can finagle their way onto the nearby private course, their friendship is tested in
ways they had never expected in this humorous novel from Rick Reilly, one of
America’s most popular sportswriters. Missing Links is the story of four middle
class buddies who live outside of Boston and for years have been 1) utterly
obsessed with golf and 2) a regular foursome at Ponkaquoque Municipal Course
and Deli, not so fondly known as Ponky, the single worst golf course in America.
Just adjacent to these municipal links lies the Mayflower Country Club, the most
exclusive private course in all of Boston and a major needle in their collective
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sides. Frustrated by the Mayflower's finely manicured greens and snooty members,
three of Ponky's finest and most courageous—Two Down, Dannie, and Stick—set
up a bet: $1,000.00 apiece, and the first man to somehow finagle his way on to the
Mayflower course takes all. Lying, cheating, and forgery are encouraged, to put it
mildly, and with the constant heckling and rare aid of Chunkin' Charlie, Hoover,
and Bluto--a few more of Ponky's elite--the games begin. One of the three will
eventually play the Mayflower's course, but their friendships--and everything
else--will change as various truths unravel and the old Ponky starts looking like the
home they never should have left. From the Trade Paperback edition.

From Red Ink to Roses
How money, guts, and greed built the Warriors dynasty -- and then took it apart
The Golden State Warriors dominated the NBA for the better part of a decade.
Since the arrival of owner Joe Lacob, they won more championships and sold more
merchandise than any other franchise in the sport. And in 2019, they opened the
doors on a lavish new stadium. Yet all this success contained some of the seeds of
decline. Ethan Sherwood Strauss's clear-eyed exposé reveals the team's culture,
its financial ambitions and struggles, and the price that its players and managers
have paid for all their winning. From Lacob's unlikely acquisition of the team to
Kevin Durant's controversial departure, Strauss shows how the smallest moments
can define success or failure for years. And, looking ahead, Strauss ponders
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whether this organization can rebuild after its abrupt fall from the top, and how a
relentless business wears down its players and executives. The Victory Machine is
a defining book on the modern NBA: it not only rewrites the story of the Warriors,
but shows how the Darwinian business of pro basketball really works.

In the Year of the Bull
The Divine Nature of Basketball: My Season Inside the Ivy League describes a
season spent as a virtual coach in the Ivy League. Shadowing head coach of Yale
men’s basketball James Jones and bird-dogging his team from first practice to final
game, Ed Breslin fulfills every college basketball fan’s fantasy of being an NCAA
Division I coach. It’s sports journalism in the tradition of George Plimpton. But
above all, it’s a celebration of basketball, of participation in life, of gifted mentors
and coaches, and of the proper approach to collegiate athletics. And all this in the
throwback Ivy League. Where lofty academic requirements merge with high
athletic standards. Where every game is an intense and ancient rivalry. Where no
league tournament renders the regular season meaningless. Where nearly all
league games are played two-a-weekend. Where back-to-back games and fivehour bus trips make for weary legs and heartbreaking upsets. Where coaches have
to be teachers and mentors first and foremost. Over the course of the season,
Breslin comes to understand that it’s coaches like James Jones, their priorities in
order, who realize that lessons learned in sport are often enduringly important, and
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transferable to other areas of life. They know that the game of basketball, invented
in a YMCA gym to vanquish winter blues and channel excess energy, is a divine
template for teaching and mentoring. They know that mastery of a demanding skill
in youth, and of one’s self, often leads to mastery in adult life: in the arts, in the
sciences, in the professions, and in business. The author experienced all this, and
more, firsthand. But the most important lesson he learned is that if you ever visit
the Yale locker room, whatever else you do: “Don’t step on the Y.” Skyhorse
Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to publish a broad
range of books for readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro football,
college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book
about your sport or your team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail
from Red Sox nation; whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas
Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals,
UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins, Toronto
Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you.
While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise
find a home.

In These Girls, Hope Is a Muscle
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The lead college football writer for Sports Illustrated examines the myths that
surround college football and obscure the reality of the game.

My Life On a Napkin
When Tom Brady entered the 2005 NFL season as lead quarterback for the New
England Patriots, the defending Super Bowl champions, he was hailed as the best
to ever play the position. And with good reason: he was the youngest quarterback
to ever win a Super Bowl; the only quarterback in NFL history to win three Super
Bowls before turning twenty-eight; the fourth player in history to win multiple
Super Bowl MVP awards. He started the season with a 57–14 record, the best of
any NFL quarterback since 1966. Award-winning sports journalist Charles P.
Pierce's Moving the Chains explains how Brady reached the top of his profession
and how he stays there. It is a study in highly honed skills, discipline, and making
the most of good fortune, and is shot through with ironies—a sixth-round draft pick
turned superstar leading a football dynasty that was once so bedraggled it had to
play a home game in Birmingham, Alabama, because no stadium around Boston
would have it. It is also about an ordinary man and an ordinary team becoming
extraordinary. Pierce interviewed Brady's friends, family, coaches, and teammates.
He interviewed Brady (notably for Sports Illustrated's 2005 Sportsman of the Year
cover article). And then he got the one thing he needed to truly take Brady's
measure: 2005 turned out to be the toughest Patriots season in five years.
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Loose Balls
Title: From Coin Toss to Champions FROM COIN TOSS TO CHAMPIONS 1971: The
Year of the Milwaukee Bucks is the definitive, game-by-game history of the NBA
champion Milwaukee Bucks by renowned Wisconsin sports historian Rick
Schabowski. This is the in-depth story of how the new Bucks franchise won the
rights to negotiate with Lew Alcindor (later Kareem Abdul-Jabbar) by the single flip
of a coin, traded for the great Oscar Robertson, and became NBA champs. Pairing
The Big and the ascending Lew on a dynamic all-around team, the Bucks fought
back fierce challenges all around the NBA, posted a 66-16 regular season record,
and nearly coasted to hoisting the NBA championship trophy. The meticulously
researched Coin Toss takes the reader through the greatest season so far in
Milwaukee professional basketball history with detailed accounts of every game,
insights into player, coach and competitor thinking, vital stats, and historic news
accounts. In Coin Toss, Schabowski has served up a full menu for traditional Bucks
fans who want to relive the championship year, for young fans who want to know
about the tradition and excitement that the current Bucks build on, and for true
basketball buffs who want to set the record straight. As the new Milwaukee Bucks
make believers of everyone, From Coin Toss to Champions is destined to become a
classic and a vital part of Milwaukee's, Bucks', and NBA history.
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Storming Heaven: A Novel
For more than twenty-five years, The Best American Sports Writing has curated the
year’s finest sports journalism. Continuing the tradition in a long line of notable
guest editors is Rick Telander, acclaimed journalist, author, and champion of the
written word. His choices are defined by one shared thread: effort, on the part of
athletes and writers alike. The physical strength it takes to play professional
hockey and football, or for a forty-two-year-old writer to learn how to dunk in six
months. The mental and emotional toughness needed to turn around a losing
team, or to speak out about a coach. The careful striving to make everything seem
effortless. This edition encompasses it all. The Best American Sports Writing 2016
includes Don Van Natta Jr. and Seth Wickersham, L. Jon Wertheim and Ken
Rodriguez, Mark Fainaru-Wada and Steve Fainaru, Brett Popplewell, Alexandra
Starr, Wright Thompson and others RICK TELANDER is a Chicago Sun-Times senior
sports columnist and the Basketball Evangelist for Slam magazine. He has also
written for Sports Illustrated and ESPN: The Magazine, and has been featured
seven times in The Best American Sports Writing. He is the author of eight books,
including Heaven Is a Playground and From Red Ink to Roses. GLENN STOUT, series
editor of The Best American Sports Writing since its inception, is the author of
Young Woman and the Sea and Fenway 1912.
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Pick-Up Game
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A deeply affecting coming-of-age memoir about
family, love, loss, basketball—and life itself—by the beloved author of The Prince of
Tides and The Great Santini During one unforgettable season as a Citadel cadet,
Pat Conroy becomes part of a basketball team that is ultimately destined to fail.
And yet for a military kid who grew up on the move, the Bulldogs provide a
sanctuary from the cold, abrasive father who dominates his life—and a crucible for
becoming his own man. With all the drama and incandescence of his bestselling
fiction, Conroy re-creates his pivotal senior year as captain of the Citadel Bulldogs.
He chronicles the highs and lows of that fateful 1966–67 season, his tough
disciplinarian coach, the joys of winning, and the hard-won lessons of losing. Most
of all, he recounts how a group of boys came together as a team, playing a sport
that would become a metaphor for a man whose spirit could never be defeated.
Praise for My Losing Season “A superb accomplishment, maybe the finest book Pat
Conroy has written.”—The Washington Post Book World “A wonderfully rich memoir
that you don’t have to be a sports fan to love.”—Houston Chronicle “A memoir with
all the Conroy trademarks . . . Here’s ample proof that losers always tell the best
stories.”—Newsweek “In My Losing Season, Conroy opens his arms wide to
embrace his difficult past and almost everyone in it.”—New York Daily News
“Haunting, bittersweet and as compelling as his bestselling fiction.”—Boston
Herald From the Hardcover edition.
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Taking a Knee, Taking a Stand
This is the story of the miners and the union they wanted, of the people who loved
them and the people who wanted to kill their dreams. Annadel, West Virginia, was
a small town rich in coal, farms, and close-knit families, all destroyed when the
coal company came in. It stole everything it hadn't bothered to buy—land deeds,
private homes, and ultimately, the souls of its men and women. Four people tell
this powerful, deeply moving tale: Activist Mayor C. J. Marcum. Fierce, loveless
union man Rondal Lloyd. Gutsy nurse Carrie Bishop, who loved Rondal. And lonely,
Sicilian immigrant Rosa Angelelli, who lost four sons to the deadly mines. They all
bear witness to nearly forgotten events of history, culminating in the final, tragic
Battle of Blair Mountain—when the United States Army greeted ten thousand
unemployed pro-union miners with airplanes, bombs, and poison gas. It was the
first crucial battle of a war that has yet to be won.

Heaven was Detroit
Feinstein takes readers inside the locker rooms, the grueling practices, the latenight strategy sessions. They get a close-up look at recruiting, referees, injuries,
winning, losing, and the private lives of the game's biggest stars.
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Heaven Is a Playground
A sports columnist captures the excitement of the Chicago Bulls' 1995-96
championship season, from the superhuman efforts of Michael Jordan to the
volatile personality of the controversial Dennis Rodman. 35,000 first printing.

Life on the Run
Heaven Is a Playground was the first book on the uniquely American phenomenon
of urban basketball. Rick Telander, a young photojournalist and former high school
basketball player, spent part of the summer of 1973 and all of the summer of 1974
in Brooklyn living the playground life with his subjects at Foster Park in Flatbush.
He slept on the floor of a park regular’s apartment, observing, questioning,
traveling and playing with, and eventually coaching a ragtag group of local
teenagers whose hopes of better lives were often fanatically attached to the
transcendent game itself. At times little separates the author and his subjects,
both of whom are emotionally linked by their passion for hoops. But as the summer
unfolds and even superstars such as the legendary and incendiary Fly Williams are
confronted with the realities of ghetto life and the sociological hurdles facing
African American males, the joy of the game starts to be seen as the wispy pipe
dream it often becomes. Written before cell phones, disposable cameras, and cable
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TV, Heaven Is a Playground is one of a kind—a funny, sad, ultimately inspiring book
about Americans and the roots of the sport that they love. In this third edition,
thirty-five years after Telander discovered New York’s kings of basketball, the
author provides a retrospective of the game and times.

The Hundred Yard Lie
"A humorous, candid and insightful memoir of Hayhurst's rookie season in the
majors. . .Grade: Home Run." --Cleveland Plain Dealer After six years in the minors,
pitcher Dirk Hayhurst hopes 2008 is the year he breaks into the big leagues. But
every time Dirk looks up, the bases are loaded with challenges--a wedding
balancing on a blind hope, a family in chaos, and paychecks that beg Dirk to
answer, "How long can I afford to keep doing this?" Then it finally happens--Dirk
gets called up to the Majors, to play for the San Diego Padres. A dream comes true
when he takes the mound against the San Francisco Giants, kicking off forty insane
days and nights in the Bigs. Like the classic games of baseball's history, Out of My
League entertains from the first pitch to the last out, capturing the gritty realities
of playing on the big stage, the comedy and camaraderie in the dugouts and locker
rooms, and the hard-fought, personal journeys that drive our love of America's
favorite pastime. "A rare gem of a baseball book." --Tom Verducci, Sports
Illustrated "A fun read. . .This book shows why baseball is so often used as a
metaphor for life." --Keith Olbermann "Entertaining and engaging. . .reminiscent of
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Jim Bouton's Ball Four." --Booklist "Observant, insightful, human, and hilarious."
--Bob Costas

Heaven is a Playground
In 1974, Rick Telander intended to spend a few days doing a magazine piece on
the court wizards of Brooklyn's Bedford-Stuyvesant. He ended up staying the entire
summer, becoming part of the players' lives and eventually the coach of a loose
aggregation known as the Subway Stars. Telander tells of everything he saw: the
on-court flash, the off-court jargon, the late-night graffiti raids, the tireless efforts
of one promoter-hustler-benefactor to get these kids a chance at a college
education. He lets the kids speak for themselves, revealing their grand dreams and
ambitions. But he never flinches from showing us how far their dreams are from
reality. The roots of today's inner-city basketball can be traced to the world
Telander presents in "Heaven is a Playground," the first book of its kind. Rick
Telander is a senior writer for "Sports Illustrated" and the winner of the 1987 Notre
Dame Club Award for Excellence in Sports Journalism.

Like a Rose
Majerus tells his own story of how a chubby kid from Sheboygan came to be North
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Americas best-loved college basketball coach. Filled with wit, candor, insight, and
the kind of bold statements that caused Notre Dame to rescind a job offer, My Life
on a Napkin delivers what sports fans love most: good talk, good stories, and good
game.

Pistol
"Sixteen-year-old Sarah, younger twin by two hours, wrote, 'And now it is time for
my story to end because we have finally reached the beginning." Did she know?
How could she have guessed? Or did she just happen to choose words that had a
greater meaning for her life about to be tragically cut short? Heartbreaking and
heartwarming, Heaven's child captures the reader in a web of raw emotions in
events that could strike any family. Like teens across the country, Sarah had
parents who cared, attended a good school, lived in a safe community. And yet, life
carries no guarantees. Caroline Flohr flings open her family's life for viewing,
painting an intimate portrait of a nightmare in a small community and a family's
determination to triumph after tragedy."--P. [4] of cover.

The Best American Sports Writing 2016
Looks at the development of the University of Wisconsin's football program, and
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analyzes the impact of sports on colleges

The Victory Machine
Originally published in 1995, Madeleine Blais’ In These Girls, Hope is a Muscle is a
modern sports writing classic. Expanded and updated with a new epilogue, Blais’
book tells the story of a season in the life of the Amherst Lady Hurricanes a girls’
high school basketball team from the Western Massachusetts college town. The
Hurricanes were a talented team with a near-perfect record, but for five straight
years, when it came to the crunch of the playoffs, they somehow lacked the desire
to go all the way. Now, led by senior guards Jen Pariseau, a three-point specialist,
and Jamila Wideman, an All-American phenom, this was the year to prove
themselves. It was a season to test their passion for the sport and their loyalty to
each other, and a chance to discover who they really were. As an off-season of
summer jobs and basketball camps turns to fall, as students arrive and the games
begin, Blais charts the ups and downs of the team and paints a portrait of the
wider Amherst community, which comes to revel in the athletic exploits of their
girls. Finally, a women’s team was getting the attention they deserve. And the
Hurricanes were richly deserving; these teenage girls are fierce and funny, smart
and ambitious, and they are the heart of this gripping book.
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The Breaks of the Game
This uplifting story of a boys' football team shines light on the under-appreciated
virtues that can bloom in impoverished neighborhoods, even as nearby
communities exclude them from economic progress. Never Ran, Never Will tells
the story of the working-class, mostly black neighborhood of Brownsville, Brooklyn;
its proud youth football team, the Mo Better Jaguars; and the young boys who are
often at the center of both. Oomz, Gio, Hart, and their charismatic, vulnerable
friends, come together on a dusty football field. All around them their community is
threatened by violence, poverty, and the specter of losing their homes to
gentrification. Their passionate, unpaid coaches teach hard lessons about surviving
American life with little help from the outside world, cultivating in their players the
perseverance and courage to make it. Football isn't everybody's ideal way to find
the American dream, but for some kids it's the surest road there is. The Mo Better
Jaguars team offers a refuge from the gang feuding that consumes much of the
streets and a ticket to a better future in a country where football talent remains an
exceptionally valuable commodity. If the team can make the regional
championships, prestigious high schools and colleges might open their doors to the
players. Never Ran, Never Will is a complex, humane story that reveals the
changing world of an American inner city and a group of unforgettable boys in the
middle of it all.
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A Season Inside
In a city mired in endless decay, where the youth suffer through all the horrors of
urban blight, hope comes in a most unassuming form: a tiny brick schoolhouse run
by two Felician nuns where a singular basketball genius takes teenagers from the
mean streets of Jersey City and turns them into champions on the hardcourt.
Coach Bob Hurley had been working miracles at St. Anthony High School for over
thirty years, winning state and national championships and offering his players
rescue from their surroundings through college scholarships, when he met his most
dysfunctional team yet. In The Miracle of St. Anthony Adrian Wojnarowski follows
Hurley through a gripping and heartrending season as he struggles to lead a
troubled team to glory through his unparalleled understanding of the game and his
ceaseless determination to see no more children lost to these streets. In The
Miracle of St. Anthony, acclaimed sports journalist Adrian Wojnarowski follows
Hurley through a gripping and heartrending season, as he struggles to lead a
troubled team to glory through his unparalleled understanding of the game and his
ceaseless determination to see no more children lost to the city streets.

The '85 Bears
"Nine all-stars in the field of YA lit contribute stories. . . . An anthology of standPage 27/30
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alone stories that invite — no, demand — a straight read-through." — Bulletin of
the Center for Children’s Books (starred review) Nine of YA literature’s top writers,
including Walter Dean Myers, Rita Williams-Garcia, Adam Rapp, Joseph Bruchac,
and Sharon Flake reveal how it all goes down in a searing collection of short
stories, in which each one picks up where the previous one ends. Characters
weave in and out of narratives, perspectives change, and emotions play out for a
fluid and fast-paced ode to the game of street basketball. Crackling with humor,
grit, and streetball philosophy, and featuring poems and photographs by Charles R.
Smith Jr., this anthology is a slam dunk.

The Flame Tree
A profile of Fall River's Durfee High School basketball team is set against the
backdrop of a once-prosperous textile mill town turned poor and disheartened and
follows the team's annual rekindling of community spirit. Reprint.

String Music
They have names like Barmy Bernie, Daft Donald, and Steamin' Sammy. They like
lager (in huge quantities), the Queen, football clubs (especially Manchester
United), and themselves. Their dislike encompasses the rest of the known
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universe, and England's soccer thugs express it in ways that range from mere
vandalism to riots that terrorize entire cities. Now Bill Buford, editor of the
prestigious journal Granta, enters this alternate society and records both its
savageries and its sinister allure with the social imagination of a George Orwell and
the raw personal engagement of a Hunter Thompson.
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