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From Sunday Times bestselling author Trisha Ashley comes a delicious treat of a
collection. Chocolate Wishes and Chocolate Shoes and Wedding Blues.

The Garden of Forgotten Wishes
'Like a nice mug of mulled wine in book form!' Good Housekeeping The #1
Christmas novel from Sunday Times bestselling author Trisha Ashley Meg is
definitely not in the Christmas mood. She’s never gone in for tinsel, baubles and
mistletoe, and right now she’s still getting over an illness. Yet when she’s invited to
spend the run-up to Christmas in the snowy countryside, rather than dreary
London, she can’t refuse. Arriving at a warm and cosy family home in a small
hilltop village, Meg soon begins to wonder what a proper Christmas might be like.
But just as she’s beginning to settle in, she spots a familiar face. Lex. Despite the
festive cheer, Meg suddenly wants nothing more than to get as far away from him,
and their past secrets, as she can. But if she stays, could this be the year she
finally discovers the magic of Christmas? Fabulously funny, intelligent and heartwarming, Trisha Ashley’s brand-new novel is the feel-good Christmas book of the
year. It even contains recipes! ‘This cosy heart-warming Christmas read will get
you in the festive spirit’ Woman ‘A witty, original read’ Daily Express ‘Romance,
friendship, love, humour and a generous dose of Christmas spirit – this book has it
all’ Woman’s Weekly ‘A heart-warming, feel-good read.’ Choice
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Getting Ready for the Wedding
Sappho Jones stopped counting birthdays when she reached thirty but, even with
her hazy grip on mathematics, she realises that she's on the slippery slope to the
big four-oh! With the thought suddenly lodged in her mind that she's a mere cat's
whisker away from becoming a single eccentric female living in a country cottage
in Wales, she has the urge to do something dramatic before it's too late. The
trouble is, as an adventurous woman of a certain age, Sappho's pretty much been
there, done that, got the T-shirt. In fact, the only thing she hasn't tried is
motherhood. And with sexy potter Nye on hand as a potential daddy - or at least
donor - is it time for her to consider the biggest leap of all? It's either that or buy a
cat . . . Wonderfully wry, heart-warming and life-affirming, Trisha Ashley's hilarious
novel is perfect for fans of romantic comedies by Milly Johnson and Jill Mansell. And
it contains recipes! **This novel was originally published in 2001 as The Urge to
Jump.**

The One You Really Want
_______________________________ A wonderfully romantic novel from the No. 1
Sunday Times bestselling author of Recipe for Love, A French Affair and The
Perfect Match. Flora has decided to move to the country to join her family’s antique
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business. Her knowledge of antiques may extend only to watching reality
programmes on daytime TV, but what she lacks in experience she makes up for in
blind enthusiasm. So she is more than a little put off when she doesn’t receive the
warm country welcome she expected. Stuck with a cat about to have kittens, Flora
is forced to stay in an abandoned holiday cottage miles from any neighbours.
Between fighting off dinner invitations from the devastatingly handsome Henry,
and hiding her secret lodger William, Flora soon discovers country life is far from
dull as she sets about trying to save a business that she has grown to love, but
which may not survive _______________________________ The whole world loves Katie
Fforde's work: "Modern-day Austen. Great fun" Red "Top-drawer romantic
escapism" Daily Mail "Warm, brilliant and full of love" Heat "Delicious - gorgeous
humour and the lightest of touches" Sunday Times "Effortlessly lovable, warm and
fun" Closer "Curl up on the sofa with this book and dream delightful" The Lady
"Deliciously enjoyable" Woman and Home "Uplifting and delightful" Hot Brands
Cool Places

Singled Out
Learn colors with the characters from Nickelodeon's Blue's Clues & You! Boys and
girls ages 0 to 3 will love to explore the world of colors with a new board book
about Nickelodeon's Blue's Clues & You, featuring the new host, Josh, plus old
friends like Shovel, Pail, and Blue!
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Chocolate Holidays
A story of fatal ambition and heartbreaking betrayal, epic battles and hidden
treasure.

Every Woman for Herself
Cassandra Leigh has a long-term lover who is handsome, charismatic,
sophisticated--and married. Now Max has abandoned Cass and taken his wife off to
America, leaving Cass all alone in her damp little cottage. Cass always dreamed
that one day she and Max would be married and have children, but now she is
waking up to reality. Not only is the prince missing, there isn't even a half-way
decent frog in the vicinity. Meanwhile, Jason, one of her oldest friends, has
developed a worrying crush on her--she's also had an encounter of a closer kind
than she bargained for with Dante Chase, the new owner of the U.K.'s most ghostinfested manor house, a man even more haunted by his past than Cass is by hers.
Now, the vicar wants to sell Cass off to the highest bidder at the local charity slave
auction, and Max, Jason and Dante are each determined to bid for her. And
somehow Cass knows that they're all after more than a little light dusting . . .

The New Rector
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“Moore, besides being laugh out loud hilarious, has a profound understanding of
human nature . . . A truly remarkable writer. This book is a joy to read.” —Fannie
Flagg, author of The Whole Town’s Talking and Fried Green Tomatoes at the
Whistle Stop Cafe “The arrival of [Moore’s] new novel had me singing anything but
the blues.”—Julia Glass, National Book Award-winning author of A House Among
the Trees and Three Junes From the author of the bestselling The Supremes at
Earl’s All-You-Can-Eat, The Supremes Sing the Happy Heartache Blues, an
exuberant and poignant new novel of passions, family, and forgiveness When a
late life love affair blooms between Mr. Forrest Payne, the owner of the Pink Slipper
Gentleman’s Club, and Miss Beatrice Jordan, famous for stationing herself at the
edge of the club’s parking lot and yelling warnings of eternal damnation at the
departing patrons, their wedding summons a legend to town. Mr. El Walker, the
great guitar bluesman, comes home to give a command performance in Plainview,
Indiana, a place he’d sworn—and for good reason—he’d never set foot in again.
But El is not the only Plainview native with a hurdle to overcome. A wildly
philandering husband struggles at last to prove his faithfulness to the wife he’s
always loved. And among those in this tightly knit community who show up every
Sunday after church for lunch at Earl’s All-You-Can-Eat, are the lifelong friends,
known locally as “The Supremes” —Clarice, facing down her longing for, chance at
and fear of a great career; Barbara Jean, grappling at last with the loss of a mother
whose life humiliated both of them, and Odette, reaching toward her husband
through an anger of his that she does not understand. Edward Kelsey Moore’s
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lively cast of characters, each of whom have surmounted serious trouble and come
into love, need not learn how to survive but how, fully, to live. And they do, every
one of them, serenaded by the bittersweet and unforgettable blues song El Walker
plays, born of his own great loss and love.

Grandbaby Cakes
Chocolate Shoes and Wedding Blues
Jules Duchon was a real New Orleans vampire. Born and bred in the working-class
Ninth Ward, bitten and smitten with the Big Easy. Driving through the French
Quarter, stuck in a row of bumper-to-bumper cars that crept along Decatur Street
like a caravan of bone-weary camels, Jules Duchon barely fit behind the steering
wheel of his very big Cadillac taxicab. Even with the seat pushed all the way back.
Damn, he was hungry. Jules stopped his cab, pressed the wobbly rocker switch that
jerked the electric windows reluctantly to life, and stuck his head into the humid
night air. “Hey, baby. You interested in some dinner?” –from Fat White Vampire
Blues Vampire, nosferatu, creature of the night–whatever you call him–Jules
Duchon has lived (so to speak) in New Orleans far longer than there have been
drunk coeds on Bourbon Street. Weighing in at a whopping four hundred and fifty
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pounds, swelled up on the sweet, rich blood of people who consume the fattiest
diet in the world, Jules is thankful he can’t see his reflection in a mirror. When he
turns into a bat, he can’t get his big ol’ butt off the ground. What’s worse, after
more than a century of being undead, he’s watched his neighborhood truly go to
hell–and now, a new vampire is looking to drive him out altogether. See, Jules had
always been an equal opportunity kind of vampire. And while he would admit that
the blood of a black woman is sweeter than the blood of a white man, Jules never
drank more than his fair share of either. Enter Malice X . Young, cocky, and black,
Malice warns Jules that his days of feasting on sisters and brothers are over. He
tells Jules he’d better confine himself to white victims–or else face the
consequences. And then, just to prove he isn’t kidding, Malice burns Jules’s house
to the ground. With the help of Maureen, the morbidly obese, stripper-vampire who
made him, and Doodlebug, an undead cross-dresser who (literally) flies in from the
coast– Jules must find a way to contend with the hurdles that life throws at him . . .
without getting a stake through the heart. It’s enough to give a man the blues.
From the Trade Paperback edition.

Blue's Winter Day! (Blue's Clue & You)
Don’t miss this gloriously feel-good and funny read from the No.1 bestselling
author of The Christmas Invitation – perfect for fans of Cathy Bramley and Katie
Fforde
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Country & Blues Harmonica for the Musically Hopeless
Eleven-year-old Mitch finds his life turns upside down after he wins $250,000 in the
Dazzle-Rama Sweepstakes.

Twelve Days of Christmas: A bestselling Christmas read to
devour in one sitting!
How do we know when we're ready for marriage? What's the secret to having a
great engagement? How can we get married without drowning in debt? Where
better to turn for answers than those who have gone before -- experts in the area
of marriage, relationships, and finance who know from experience what it takes to
make the days leading up to the wedding (and the years that follow) a success!
How to Know When You're Ready for Marriage--Les & Leslie Parrot - Secrets to
Having a Great Engagement--David & Claudia Arp - Getting Married Without
Drowning in Debt--Ron Blue - What to Do With Wedding Jitters--Robert & Rosemary
Barnes - Making Your Wedding More Than a Ceremony--David & Jan Stoop - How to
Have a Great Wedding Night--Cliff & Joyce Penner - Getting Married When Your
Parents Don’t Approve--John Trent - How to Handle the Wedding Bell Blues--H.
Norman Wright - For Those Getting Married Again--Thom Whiteman - After the
Honeymoon--Les & Leslie Parrott
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Pastures New
Dramatic, seductive, playful, infinite in its variety, otherworldly in its taste: It's
chocolate, and here's all the impetus you need to indulge your passion for it every
day of the year. The beloved Alice Medrich, renowned for impeccable recipes that
produce stellar results, has written Chocolate Holidays especially for people who
love to bake but don't have enough hours in the day. Without compromising on
flavor, texture, or ingredients, she pares down the preparation steps, teaches us
resraint, and comes up with fifty amazing recipes, each a little jewel of elegance
and simplicty. An ideal year in chocolate might start with a New Year's brunch
starring Chocolate Blini with Berry Caviar. Then there are Valentine's Day
chocolate scones and St. Patrick's Day Irish Coffee Chocolate Mousse. And of
course any "holiday" your imagination can conjure up is a perfect reason to
indulge: perhaps a decadently rich hot chocolate served in demitasse portions to
exorcise those end-of-February blues. Spring might whisper chocolate Giant Krispy
Easter Treats or a Passover Chocolate Nut Sponge Torte, or white chocolate-glazed
Apricot Orange Cupcakes for a wedding shower. Summer suggests fruit and ice
cream desserts such as the Independence Day red, white, and blue sundaes,
followed by autumn's pies and tarts laden with chocolate and nuts. And no matter
what you've been putting on the table for Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays
past, it will be out-chocolated by Alice's Chocolate Cranberry Pudding and her
Chocolate Hazelnut Roulade—both unequivocally year-end musts. In Chocolate
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Holidays, Medrich unlocks the secrets of our favorite sweet, offering chocolate
desserts for every season, for every reason. First published in hardcover as A Year
in Chocolate (Warner Books, 2001)

A Vintage Wedding
The path of true love never runs smooth. But for some, it's one seriously bumpy
ride

The Making of Pioneer Wisconsin
A hilarious romcom from the Sunday Times bestseller ‘Full of down to earth good
humour.’ SOPHIE KINSELLA 'Trisha Ashley writes with remarkable wit and
originality - one of the best writers around.' KATIE FFORDE ‘Fresh and funny.’
WOMAN’S OWN When newly-dumped Carey Revell unexpectedly becomes the heir
to Mossby, his family’s ancestral home, it’s rather a mixed blessing. The house is
large but rundown. Though he already knows someone who could restore the
stained glass windows in the older part of the house . . . Angel Arrowsmith has
spent the last ten years happily working and living with her artist mentor and
partner. But suddenly bereaved, she finds herself heartbroken, without a home or
a livelihood. Life will never be the same again – until old friend Carey Revell comes
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to the rescue. They move in to Mossby with high hopes. But the house has a secret
at its heart: an old legend concerning one of the famous windows. Will all their
dreams for happiness be shattered? Or can Carey and Angel find a way to make
this house a home? Readers love The House of Hopes and Dreams ***** ‘A lovely
talea bit of mystery, and just great escapism.’ ***** ‘Full of sparkle and shine, a joy
to read.’ ***** ‘A good warm hearted book with intrigue, friendship, humour and a
touch of romance.’

Good Husband Material
Lulu Baker is back and so is the dreaded Varaminta Bond. Varaminta has stolen
Lulu's precious recipe book and she has to get it back. The happy ending involves
wedding bells and getting rid of Varaminta forever.

The Supremes Sing the Happy Heartache Blues
The brilliant new novel from Top Five Sunday Times bestselling author Trisha
Ashley All Marnie wants is somewhere to call home. Mourning lost years spent in a
marriage that has finally come to an end, she needs a fresh start and time to heal.
Things she hopes to find in the rural west Lancashire village her mother always
told her about. With nothing but her two green thumbs, Marnie takes a job as a
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gardener, which comes with a little cottage to make her own. The garden is
beautiful – filled with roses, lavender and honeysuckle – and only a little rough
around the edges. Which is more than can be said for her next-door-neighbour,
Ned Mars. Marnie remembers Ned from her school days but he’s far from the
untroubled man she once knew. A recent relationship has left him with a heart as
bruised as her own. Can a summer spent gardening help them heal and recapture
the forgotten dreams they’ve let get away? Praise for Trisha Ashley: 'One of the
best writers around!' Katie Fforde 'Full of down-to-earth humour' Sophie Kinsella 'A
warm-hearted and comforting read. Trisha at her best.' Carole Matthews

Fat White Vampire Blues
"Mansell scores again with a multilayered contemporary story of loves lost and
found." —Publishers Weekly A funny, heartfelt novel about second chances at love
from international bestselling author Jill Mansell When it comes to love, never say
never When Nancy discovers the expensive jewelry her husband's been buying
isn't for her, she decamps from the Scottish countryside to her best friend
Carmen's posh Chelsea town house to sort things out. Nancy finds herself in a
surprising new world, where rock stars are nicer than you thought, social workers
are not necessarily to be trusted, and the filthy rich are folks with problems just
like you. Everybody falls in love with the wrong people, and the path to true love
twists and turns before you discover who you really want. "Bursting with humor,
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brimming with intrigue, and full of characters you'll adore." -Heat on Don't Want to
Miss a Thing "Warm, witty, and romantic." -Daily Mail on Take a Chance on Me

My First Piano Adventure
The first Turnham Malpas novel from bestselling author Rebecca Shaw. When Peter
Harris arrives in Turnham Malpas as the new rector, he finds the village people
welcoming but set in their ways. Yet despite his own weaknesses, and the sadness
of his childless wife, he comforts and advises his new parishioners, growing more
and more involved with the rural way of life. Then the whole village is rocked by
spiteful trick that goes terribly wrong, and a gruesome murder that points to a
killer in its midst. Now, more than ever, Peter's pastoral role is crucial - and yet he
is wrestling with his own private hell that may still wreck his own life.

Wish Upon a Star
“One of the best writers around!” Katie Fforde “Full of down-to-earth humour.”
Sophie Kinsella Trisha’s bestselling Christmas book will have you hooked from start
to finish - the perfect read as those cold winter nights draw in.

Under the Duvet
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Childhood friends Laurie and Rachel used to be inseparable--but their lives have
taken very different paths since they picked up their A-level results together. Now
thirty-five, they have all but fallen out of touch; glamorous single girl Laurie is
based in London and dedicated to her career in fashion; Rachel seemingly living
the family idyll in Yorkshire. But when Rachel's mother-in-law needs urgent
treatment in London, and disasters at work and in her love life mean Laurie needs
to flee, a house swap falls into place. Soon gentle Rachel is far from the village
bake sales, braving the city's mean streets while trying to keep her marriage and
family together; while Laurie attempts to work an Aga, befriend the wary village
locals--and forget the man who seems intent on breaking her heart. Will their
relationships survive this test? And will they make it home for Christmas?

The Horus Throne
-- Previously published in 2008 as 'Happy Endings' -- The witty, weird and
wonderful abound in this early romantic comedy by Sunday Times bestselling
author Trisha Ashley. Tina Devino makes more money teaching people to write
than writing herself. A middling romance novelist who dreams of penning a
bestseller, she’s increasingly forced to compete with younger, blonder debut
authors for her publisher and agent’s attention. Feeling forgotten, Tina realises the
only way up is to take her career and destiny in hand and build her own happy
ending; which is perfect because, for a romance writer, Tina isn’t the most
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traditional of women Although she does see her long term partner lover friend,
Sergei, once a week which is ‘quite enough, thank you very much’. But her
uncomplicated love life might soon need some unravelling when a mysterious Tube
Man, unwelcome ex-husband and a shadowy figure in a butterfly mask waltz into
the picture. Only Tina can work through the drama and claim the life she’s always
wanted but will she succeed? Hilariously warm, quirky and feel-good, Trisha
Ashley's writing is perfect for fans of romantic comedies by Milly Johnson and Jill
Mansell.

World of Colors! (Blue's Clues & You)
When Tansy Poole inherits a run-down shoe shop tucked away in the village of
Sticklepond, ‘Cinderella’s Slippers’ is born – providing the footwear to make any
fairytale wedding come true

Daring to Dream
Piano/Keyboard Methods/Series

A Leap of Faith
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Fall in back in love with life in this gripping read about fate and second chances.
The eagerly awaited new novel from the Sunday Times bestselling author.

The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party
Presents tips and inspiration for designing rustic wedding decorations, providing an
alternative to traditional ballroom weddings and suggesting such non-traditional
locations as country farms and backyard venues.

The Little Teashop of Lost and Found
Alice Rose is a foundling, discovered on the Yorkshire moors above Haworth as a
baby. Adopted but then later rejected again by a horrid step-mother, Alice
struggles to find a place where she belongs. Only baking – the scent of cinnamon
and citrus and the feel of butter and flour between her fingers – brings a
comforting sense of home. So it seems natural that when she finally decides to
return to Haworth, Alice turns to baking again, taking over a run-down little
teashop and working to set up an afternoon tea emporium. Luckily she soon makes
friends – including a Grecian god-like neighbour – who help her both set up home
and try to solve the mystery of who she is. There are one or two last twists in the
dark fairytale of Alice’s life to come . . . but can she find her happily ever after?
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Wonderfully wry, heart-warming and life-affirming, Trisha Ashley's hilarious novel
will charm lovers of romantic comedies. And it contains recipes!

Rich Mitch
Charlotte—Charlie—Rhymer's husband wants a divorce. Charlie isn't sure what she
wants, but after the incident with the frying pan, even she has to concede that
their differences may be irreconcilable after all. Returning home to her native
Yorkshire and the bosom of her family seemed like a good idea at the time. Even if
Charlie's father has never quite forgiven Charlie or her siblings (Anne, Emily and
Branwell) for failing to live up to their more literary (as in Bronte) namesakes.
Upvale Parsonage, the family home to which Charlie has retreated, is presided over
by her sister Em. Em's hobbies are composing inspirational verses, dabbling in the
Ancient Black Arts, and fighting off the incursions of Father's latest mistress. When
the current mistress actually moves in, family loyalties are sorely tried. Still,
Charlie is determined to bounce back from disaster and strike a blow for deserted
older wives everywhere. But when she meets brooding actor Mace North, she
realizes that when it comes to dating for the over-forty crowd, female solidarity be
damned—it's every woman for herself! Sure to delight both Bronte fans and
readers who like a good laugh with their romance, Trisha Ashley's first book to be
published in the United States is a welcome treat.
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Creature Comforts
The twelfth installment in the beloved, bestselling series is once again a beautiful
blend of wit and wisdom, and a profoundly touching tale of the human heart.
Precious Ramotswe is haunted by a dream in which she is driving her dear old
white van. Grace Makutsi dreams that her 97 percent on the Botswana Secretarial
College exam was a mistake. When Mma Ramotswe discovers that her van is
actually still in use (and, of course, sets out to retrieve it), Mma Makutsi wonders
whether her dream will turn out to be prophetic as well. They can only wait and
see, but, in the meantime, one of Phuti Radiphuti's apprentices has gotten a girl
pregnant and, under pressure to marry her, has run away. Naturally, it is up to
Precious and Grace to help the couple work things out. In other developments,
Mma Ramotswe investigates a case of rural jealousy in which cattle are being
poisoned. Add to the mix Violet Sephotho's newly begun, already unstoppable run
for the Botswana Parliament and the possibility that wedding bells may finally ring
for Phuti Radiphuti and Grace Makutsi — whose love for each other is as great as
their love for Botswana — and we have a charming and delightful tale from the
inimitable Alexander McCall Smith. From the Hardcover edition.

Wedding Tiers
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A free sampler of HarperCollins’ biggest authors.

The Wasted Years
From the acclaimed bestselling author of Sushi for Beginners and Angels comes a
collection of personal essays on shopping, writing, moviemaking, motherhood and
all the assorted calamities involved in being a savvy woman in the new millennium.
Her novels are read and adored by millions around the world, and with Under the
Duvet, Marian Keyes tackles the world of nonfiction. These are her collected
pieces: regular bulletins from the woman writing under the covers. Marian loves
shoes and her LTFs (Long-Term Friends), hates realtors and lost luggage, and she
once had a Christmas office party that involved roasting two sheep on a spit,
Moroccan-style. She's just like you and me Featuring a wide compilation of
Marian's journalism from magazines and newspapers, plus some exclusive,
previously unpublished material, Under the Duvet is bursting with funny stories:
observations on life, in-laws, weight loss, parties and driving lessons that will keep
you utterly gripped -- either wincing with recognition or roaring with laughter.

Chocolate Wishes
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Rustic Wedding Chic
Celebrate the holiday season with Blue in this adorable board book based on
Nickelodeon's Blue's Clues and You! Join Josh in a special winter game of Blue's
Clues in this festive story featuring favorite friends from Nickelodeon's Blue's Clues
& You! This sturdy board book is perfect for girls and boys ages 0 to 3.

The Christmas Invitation
In this wonderful and honest book, The X Factor winner and bona fide pop star Sam
Bailey tells her unique story and reveals what happens when you have the courage
to follow your dreams. Born in south-east London, Sam always loved to sing and
was encouraged by her mother to enter talent shows from an early age.
Overcoming her shyness, Sam soon realized her true calling in life was to entertain
and perform, and she slowly began taking steps along the rocky road to superstardom. From the ups and downs of working as an entertainer at a Pontins holiday
camp, to the endless grind of the cruise ship circuit, Sam always dreamed of
making it to the top. Years later she began work as a prison officer and continued
pursuing her singing career in fits and starts. Inspired to audition for the UK's
biggest talent show, Sam stood in front of The X Factor panel and sang '?Listen' by
one of her favourite artists, Beyoncé. Fast forward a year later and Sam was
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supporting Beyoncé on her world tour, having seen both her debut single and
album go straight to number one. From the grind of the amateur singing circuit
and the highs and lows of The X Factor, to the pressures of juggling a music career
while being a full-time mum, Daring to Dream is a roller coaster ride of emotion
and a wonderful story of courage and sheer determination.

Flora's Lot
Take one sleepy Suffolk village Add a young widow Throw in a local vamp and a
harassed mum Stir it up with a sexy, secretive doctor And watch feuds grow,
tempers fray and love blossom

The Chocolate Collection
A wonderful warm festive treat from Sunday Times bestseller Trisha Ashley.

Written From the Heart
'Modern-day Austen' Red. Weddings, romance, humour and happy-ever-after
endings. The deliciously romantic new novel from the No. 1 Sunday Times
bestselling author of Recipe for Love, A French Affair and The Perfect Match. In a
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small Cotswold country town, Beth, Lindy and Rachel are looking for new
beginnings. So they set up in business, organising stylish and perfectly affordable
vintage weddings. Soon they are busy arranging other people's Big Days. What
none of them know is that their own romances lie waiting, just around the corner

Discover Someone New: Free Sampler
Grandbaby Cakes: Modern Recipes, Vintage Charm, Soulful Memories is the debut
cookbook from sensational food writer, Jocelyn Delk Adams. Since founding her
popular recipe blog Grandbaby Cakes in 2012, Adams has been putting fresh twists
on old favorites. Adams has earned praise from critics and the adoration of bakers
both young and old for her easygoing advice, rich photography, and the
heartwarming memories she shares of her family’s generations-old love of baking.
As a child, Adams and her family would routinely embark on the ten-hour journey
from their home in Chicago to Winona, Mississippi. There, she would watch her
grandmother, affectionately nicknamed Big Mama, bake and develop delicious,
melt-in-your-mouth desserts. From blooming tree-picked fruit to farm-raised eggs
and fresh-churned butter, Big Mama used what was readily available to invent
completely original treats. Adams treasured the moments when her mother, aunt,
and Big Mama would bring her into the kitchen to let her dabble in the process as a
rite of passage. Big Mama’s recipes became the fabric of their family heritage.
Grandbaby Cakes is Adams’s love note to her family, thanking those who came
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before and passing on this touching tradition with 50 brilliant cakes. Grandbaby
Cakes pairs charming stories of Big Mama’s kitchen with recipes ranging from
classic standbys to exciting adventures—helpfully marked by degree of
difficulty—that will inspire your own family for years to come. Adams creates
sophisticated flavor combinations based on Big Mama’s gorgeous centerpiece
cakes, giving each recipe something familiar mixed with something new. From
pound cakes and layer cakes to sheet cakes and "baby" cakes (cupcakes and
cakelettes), Grandbaby Cakes delivers fun, hip recipes perfect for any celebration.
Readers will love this cookbook for its eclectic and bold recipes steeped in equal
parts warm Southern charm and fresh Midwestern flavors. Not only will home
bakers be able to make staples like yellow cake and icebox cake exactly how their
grandmothers did, but they’ll also be preparing impressive innovations, like the
Pineapple Upside-Down Hummingbird Pound Cake and the Fig-Brown Sugar Cake.
Grandbaby Cakes is a collection for both new-aged and traditional bakers, but
mostly it’s for anyone who wants a fresh, modern take on classic recipes as well as
cakes full of heart and soul.

The House of Hopes and Dreams
From the mid-1830s through the 1850s, more than a half million people settled in
Wisconsin. While traveling in ships and wagons, establishing homes, and forming
new communities, these men, women, and children recorded their experiences in
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letters, diaries, and newspaper articles. In their own words, they revealed their
fears, joys, frustrations, and hopes for life in this new place. The Making of Pioneer
Wisconsin provides a unique and intimate glimpse into the lives of these early
settlers, as they describe what it felt like to be a teenager in a wagon heading west
or an isolated young wife living far from her friends and family. Woven together
with context provided by historian Michael E. Stevens, these first-person accounts
form a fascinating narrative that deepens our ability to understand and empathize
with Wisconsin’s early pioneers.
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