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The Book of the Dead
A history of one of Russia's greatest leaders explores
the life and career of Potemkin, lover of Catherine the
Great and architect of Russian imperial power.

Catherine the Great
A riveting history and maritime adventure about
priceless masterpieces originally destined for
Catherine the Great. On October 1771, a merchant
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ship out of Amsterdam, Vrouw Maria, crashed off the
stormy Finnish coast, taking her historic cargo to the
depths of the Baltic Sea. The vessel was delivering a
dozen Dutch masterpiece paintings to Europe’s most
voracious collector: Catherine the Great, Empress of
Russia. Among the lost treasures was The Nursery, an
oak-paneled triptych by Leiden fine painter Gerrit
Dou, Rembrandt’s most brilliant student and Holland’s
first international superstar artist. Dou’s triptych was
long the most beloved and most coveted painting of
the Dutch Golden Age, and its loss in the shipwreck
was mourned throughout the art world. Vrouw Maria,
meanwhile, became a maritime legend, confounding
would-be salvagers for more than two hundred years.
In July 1999, a daring Finnish wreck hunter found
Vrouw Maria, upright on the sea floor and perfectly
preserved. The Tsarina’s Lost Treasure masterfully
recounts the fascinating tale of Vrouw Maria—her loss
and discovery—weaving together the rise and fall of
the artist whose priceless masterpiece was the jewel
of the wreckage. Gerald Easter and Mara Vorhees
bring to vivid life the personalities that drove (and are
still driving) this compelling tale, evoking Robert
Massie’s depiction of Russian high politics and
culture, Simon Schama’s insights into Dutch Golden
Age art and art history, Gary Kinder’s spirit of, danger
and adventure on the beguiling Archipelago Sea.

Rasputin
Behind every great ruler lies a betrayal. Eva
Stachniak's novel sweeps readers into the passionate,
intimate, and treacherous world of Catherine the
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Great, revealing Russia's greatest matriarch from her
earliest days in court, where the most valuable
currency was the secrets of nobility and the most
dangerous weapon to wield was ambition. Two young
women, caught in the landscape of shifting
allegiances, navigate the treacherous waters of
palace intrigue. Barbara is a servant who will become
one of Russia's most cunning royal spies. Sophia is a
pretty, naive German duchess who will become
Catherine the Great. For readers of superb historical
fiction, Eva Stachniak captures in glorious detail the
opulence of royalty and the perilous loyalties of the
Russian court.

Empress of the Night
Neither a comprehensive 'life and times' nor a
conventional biography, this is an engaging and
accessible exploration of rulership and monarchial
authority in eighteenth century Russia. Its purpose is
to see how Catherine II of Russia conceived of her
power and how it was represented to her subjects.
Simon Dixon asks essential questions about
Catherin'es life and reign, and offers new and
stimulating arguments about the Englightenment, the
power of the monarch in early modern Europe, and
the much-debated role of the "great individual" in
history.

The Eight
Presents a reconstruction of the eighteenth-century
empress's life that covers her efforts to engage
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Russia in the cultural life of Europe, her creation of
the Hermitage, and her numerous scandal-free
romantic affairs.

Catherine the Great
Princess Sophia of Anhalt-Zerbst became Empress
Catherine II of Russia, an indomitable, feisty ruler who
was very complex and became an infamous historical
figure.

The Prince of Princes
The follow-up to the #1 bestseller The Winter
Palace--perfect for the readers of Hilary Mantel and
Alison Weir. Catherine the Great, the Romanov
monarch reflects on her astonishing ascension to the
throne, her leadership over the world's greatest
power, and the lives sacrificed to make her the most
feared woman in the world--lives including her own
Catherine the Great muses on her life, her relentless
battle between love and power, the country she
brought into the glorious new century, and the bodies
left in her wake. By the end of her life, she had
accomplished more than virtually any other woman in
history. She built and grew the Romanov empire,
amassed a vast fortune of art and land, and controlled
an unruly and conniving court. Now, in a voice both
indelible and intimate, she reflects on the decisions
that gained her the world and brought her enemies to
their knees. And before her last breath, shadowed by
the bloody French Revolution, she sets up the end
game for her last political maneuver, ensuring her
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successor and the greater glory of Russia.

The Memoirs of Catherine the Great
A Sunday Times bestseller "This riveting,
immaculately researched book is arguably the best
single volume written about Putin, the people around
him and perhaps even about contemporary Russia
itself in the past three decades." —Peter Frankopan,
Financial Times Interference in American elections.
The sponsorship of extremist politics in Europe. War
in Ukraine. In recent years, Vladimir Putin’s Russia
has waged a concerted campaign to expand its
influence and undermine Western institutions. But
how and why did all this come about, and who has
orchestrated it? In Putin’s People, the investigative
journalist and former Moscow correspondent
Catherine Belton reveals the untold story of how
Vladimir Putin and the small group of KGB men
surrounding him rose to power and looted their
country. Delving deep into the workings of Putin’s
Kremlin, Belton accesses key inside players to reveal
how Putin replaced the freewheeling tycoons of the
Yeltsin era with a new generation of loyal oligarchs,
who in turn subverted Russia’s economy and legal
system and extended the Kremlin's reach into the
United States and Europe. The result is a chilling and
revelatory exposé of the KGB’s revanche—a story that
begins in the murk of the Soviet collapse, when
networks of operatives were able to siphon billions of
dollars out of state enterprises and move their spoils
into the West. Putin and his allies subsequently
completed the agenda, reasserting Russian power
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while taking control of the economy for themselves,
suppressing independent voices, and launching covert
influence operations abroad. Ranging from Moscow
and London to Switzerland and Brooklyn’s Brighton
Beach—and assembling a colorful cast of characters
to match—Putin’s People is the definitive account of
how hopes for the new Russia went astray, with stark
consequences for its inhabitants and, increasingly,
the world.

The Empress of Art
A gripping chronicle of the personal and national
rivalries that led to the twentieth century’s first great
arms race, from Pulitzer Prize winner Robert K. Massie
With the biographer’s rare genius for expressing the
essence of extraordinary lives, Massie brings to life a
crowd of glittery figures: the single-minded Admiral
von Tirpitz; the young, ambitious Winston Churchill;
the ruthless, sycophantic Chancellor Bernhard von
Bülow; Britain’s greatest twentieth-century foreign
secretary, Sir Edward Grey; and Jacky Fisher, the
eccentric admiral who revolutionized the British navy
and brought forth the first true battleship, the H.M.S.
Dreadnought. Their story, and the story of the era,
filled with misunderstandings, missed opportunities,
and events leading to unintended conclusions, unfolds
like a Greek tragedy in this powerful narrative.
Intimately human and dramatic, Dreadnought is
history at its most riveting. Praise for Dreadnought
“Dreadnought is history in the grand manner, as most
people prefer it: how people shaped, or were shaped
by, events.”—Time “A classic [that] covers superbly a
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whole era . . . engrossing in its glittering gallery of
characters.”—Chicago Sun-Times “[Told] on a grand
scale . . . Massie [is] a master of historical portraiture
and anecdotage.”—The Wall Street Journal “Brilliant
on everything he writes about ships and the sea. It is
Massie’s eye for detail that makes his nautical set
pieces so marvelously evocative.”—Los Angeles
Times

Catherine the Great
A whimsical treasury of biographical profiles of
famous and lesser-known individuals now dead
includes hundreds of entries that reveal embarrassingbut-true details typically omitted by official
biographers. Co-authored by the award-winning
producer of Blackadder and the writer of QI.

Catherine de Medici
Born a German princess without a drop of Russian
blood in her veins, Catherine the Great came to
embody Russia. Those who served her throne or her
bed were well rewarded, whilst the serfs were
condemned to ever-worsening conditions. This is her
biography.

The Winter Palace
One of the most colorful characters in modern history,
Catherine II of Russia began her life as a minor
German princess, until the childless Empress
Elizabeth and Catherine's own scheming mother
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married her off to the Grand Duke Peter of Russia at
age sixteen. By thirty-three, she had overthrown her
husband in a bloodless coup and established herself
as Empress of the multinational Russian Empire, the
largest territorial political unit in modern history.
Portrayed both as a political genius who restored to
Russia the glory it had known in the days of Peter the
Great and as a despotic foreign adventuress who
usurped the Russian throne, murdered her rivals, and
tyrannized her subjects, she was, by all accounts, an
extraordinary woman. Catherine the Great, the first
popular biography of the empress based on
contemporary scholarship, provides a vivid portrait of
Catherine as a mother, a lover, and, above all, an
extremely savvy ruler. Concentrating on her long
reign (1762-96), John Alexander examines all aspects
of Catherine's life and career: the brilliant political
strategies by which she won the acceptance of a
nationalistic elite; her expansive foreign policy; the
domestic reforms with which she revamped the
Russian military, political structure, and economy;
and, of course, her infamous love life. Beginning with
an account of the dramatic palace revolt by which
Catherine unseated her husband and a background
chapter describing the circumstances of her early
childhood and marriage, Alexander then proceeds
chronologically through the thirty-four years of her
reign. Presenting Catherine in more human terms
than previous biographers have, Alexander includes
numerous quotations from her reminiscences and
notes. We learn, for instance, not only the names and
number of her lovers, but her understanding of what
many considered a shocking licentiousness. "The
trouble is," she wrote, "that my heart would not
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willingly remain one hour without love." The result of
twenty years' research by one of America's leading
narrative historians of modern Russia, this truly
impressive work offers a much-needed, balanced
reappraisal of one of history's most scandal-ridden
figures.

Catherine & Diderot
Empress Catherine II brought Europe to Russia, and
Russia to Europe, during her long and eventful reign
(1762—96). She fostered the culture of the
Enlightenment and greatly expanded the immense
empire created by Czar Ivan the Terrible, shifting the
balance of power in Europe eastward. Famous for her
will to power and for her dozen lovers, Catherine was
also a prolific and gifted writer. Fluent in French,
Russian, and German, Catherine published political
theory, journalism, comedies, operas, and history,
while writing thousands of letters as she
corresponded with Voltaire and other public figures.
The Memoirs of Catherine the Great provides an
unparalleled window into eighteenth-century Russia
and the mind of an absolute ruler. With insight,
humor, and candor, Catherine presents her
eyewitness account of history, from her whirlwind
entry into the Russian court in 1744 at age fourteen
as the intended bride of Empress Elizabeth I’s
nephew, the eccentric drunkard and future Peter III, to
her unhappy marriage; from her two children, several
miscarriages, and her and Peter’s numerous affairs to
the political maneuvering that enabled Catherine to
seize the throne from him in 1762. Catherine’s eye for
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telling details makes for compelling reading as she
describes the dramatic fall and rise of her political
fortunes. This definitive new translation from the
French is scrupulously faithful to her words and is the
first for which translators have consulted original
manuscripts written in Catherine’s own hand. It is an
indispensable work for anyone interested in Catherine
the Great, Russian history, or the eighteenth century.

Lenin on the Train
Ivan IV, 'the Terrible' (1533-1584), is one of the key
figures in Russian history, yet he has remained
among the most neglected. Notorious for pioneering a
policy of unrestrained terror—and for killing his own
son—he has been credited with establishing
autocracy in Russia. This is the first attempt to write a
biography of Ivan from birth to death, to study his
policies, his marriages, his atrocities, and his
disordered personality, and to link them as a coherent
whole. Isabel de Madariaga situates Ivan within the
background of Russian political developments in the
sixteenth century. And, with revealing comparisons
with English, Spanish, and other European courts, she
sets him within the international context of his time.
The biography includes a new account of the role of
astrology and magic at Ivan's court and provides fresh
insights into his foreign policy. Facing up to problems
of authenticity (much of Ivan's archive was destroyed
by fire in 1626) and controversies which have
paralyzed western scholarship, de Madariaga seeks to
present Russia as viewed from the Kremlin rather
than from abroad and to comprehend the full tragedy
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of Ivan's reign.

Catherine the Great
THERE have been better women than Catherine of
Russia, nobler and more learned women, but history
discloses no woman who combined so much of good
and evil into one bewildering and gloriously successful
career. Daughter of a petty German Prince, chance
made her the wife of the heir to the Russian Empire.
She took that nation to her heart, discarded her
weakling husband, and ruled her adopted country for
more than three decades with a strength and
understanding it had seldom known before. No one
rejoiced at the birth of Catherine. Her parents had
prayed for a boy, and the little girl was soon made to
feel the bitterness of their disappointment. She
decided, therefore, to become a man and, when the
opportunity appeared, she decide to become the
greatest man in Europe. Nothing stood in the way of
that determination—Catherine was quite prepared to
commit murder when the occasion called for it—but
she was not cruel according to the standards of her
day. She was kind, open-handed; her sympathetic
interest in her people was deep; and she became
noted for her acts of spontaneous generosity. Gina
Kaus seizes the material which this unique life affords,
remolds it in the light of newly discovered documents
and modern psychology, and presents for the first
time a unified and congruous portrait of Catherine.
The spectacular occurrences of the Empress’s reign
appear here in their relative significance to her life
and to European history. Catherine fulfilled the dream
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of her girlhood and, as Frau Kaus remarks, she died
the happiest death that ever Tsar died—she died of
laughter.

Catherine the Great
Previously published by Vintage Books in 2005;
originally published in London by Weidenfeld &
Nicolson in 2000 and in New York by Thomas Dunne
Books in 2001.

Catherine, Called Birdy
SHORTLISTED FOR THE JAMES TAIT BLACK
PRIZENearly a century after his murder, Rasputin
remains as divisive a figure as ever. Was he really a
horse thief and a hard-drinking ruffian in his youth?
Was he a a devout Orthodox Christian, or was he in
fact a just a fake holy man? Are the stories of his
enormous sexual drive, debauchery, and drunken
orgies true or simply a myth? How did he come to
know the emperor and empress and to wield so much
influence over them? What was the source of his
healing power? Was Rasputin running the government
in the final years of his life? And if so, was he acting
on his own or on the orders of more powerful, hidden
forces? Did Prince Yusupov and his fellow conspirators
act alone or were they other parties involved in
Rasputin's murder-British secret agents or even an
underground cell of Freemasons, as has been
claimed? And to what extent did Rasputin's murder
doom the Romanov dynasty? Drawing on major new
sources hitherto unexamined by western historians,
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Douglas Smith's book is be the definitive biography of
this extraordinary figure for a generation.

Catherine
Catherine the Great is one of the most influential
rulers in Russian history. Though born in Prussia, she
endeavored to gain the throne of Russia and went on
to be the longest-ruling empress in Russian history.
She ruled as an enlightened despot, promoting the
principles of the European Enlightenment as she
sought to modernize her beloved country. She
reformed the educational system of Russia, creating a
national system that utilized modern educational
theory in a co-educational setting. She attracted some
of the most brilliant thinkers to her court and engaged
their assistance in modernizing the arts and sciences
as well as the Russian economic system. Because of
her efforts, she ruled over what is considered the
Golden Age of Russian Enlightenment. Inside you will
read about ✓ The Early Life of an Empress ✓ The
Dawn of a New Era ✓ A Patron of the Arts ✓ Catherine
the Warrior ✓ Catherine’s Personal Life and Death
And much more! Catherine the Great counted among
her successes many glorious military victories which
succeeded in expanding Russia’s realm to over
200,000 square miles. She was, by all accounts, an
efficacious leader and reformer in Russian history.
Despite her professional successes, her personal life
was far from ideal. Catherine never loved her
husband and was alleged to have been complicit in
his assassination. She never remarried, instead taking
a string of lovers only for as long as they held her
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interest. She had three children, none of whom she
claimed were fathered by her husband, Peter III.
Despite her promiscuity, she was a generous lover,
and many of her former lovers remained devoted to
her throughout her life. She lived her life passionately,
and can even be described as an early feminist, doing
what she wanted. This book tells the story of this
unconventional woman in a concise, entertaining, and
informative manner.

Catherine the Great
Taught By Women, Poems as Resistance Language,
New and Selected by Haki R. Madhubuti, marks a
return to his roots. It is his first single-authored book
of poetry in over nine years. In it, he pays homage to
the many women who have influenced him and
contributed to his unique worldview. Readers are
urged not to forget various women who have
nurtured, encouraged, challenged and strengthened
us despite our sometimes dismal circumstances.
Madhubuti asks that we remember these women, long
distance runners, who give hope, optimism and
courage to the next generation of children who need
their strength, perseverance and quiet power. In
these new and selected poems Madhubuti, formerly
Don L. Lee, poet, publisher, editor, and activist, places
us in lyrical proximity to a legacy of women whose
lives he honors with heart warm verses and timeless
reverence. Each poem is a vivid portraiture of the
"magnificent energy" emanating from a rainbow of
Black women. In this mosaic collection of poetry,
Madhubuti celebrates the luminous spirits of women
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whose visible 'greatness' has left an indelible mark on
his life's work. In Taught By Women, Madhubuti sings
their struggles and praises with pitch perfect
precision, every note-- an empowering song and
unforgettable melody.

Catherine the Great
Castles of Steel
A study of the marriage of the last Russian tsar and
tsarina offers psychological insights into their
relationship and covers the Empress's ill health, their
relationship with confidante Ania Vyrubova, and their
reliance on the infamous Rasputin.

Catherine the Great
Beautifully and evocatively rendered, this memoir
endures as an example of post-war narrative at its
finest. Jankele Kuperblum was just nine years old
when he returned home and found his family gone.
The night before, Germans had come to his town in
rural Poland and taken away all the Jews. Now alone
in the world, he has to change his name, forget his
language, and abandon his religion in order to
survive. Jack wanders through Nazi-occupied Poland
for four years with no place to hide and no one to
trust.

Alix and Nicky
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This is an art-oriented biograph of the mighty
Catherine the Great, who rose from seemingly
innocuous beginnings. A German princess who
married a decadent and lazy Russian prince, she
mobilized support amongst the nobles, playing off of
her husband's increasing corruption and abuse of
power. She then staged a coup that ended with him
being strangled with his own scarf in the halls of the
palace, and she being crowned the Empress of Russia.
Intelligent and determined, Catherine modeled herself
off of her grandfather in-law, Peter the Great, and
sought to further modernize and westernize Russia.
She felt that the best way to do this was through a
ravenous acquisition of art, which Catherine often
used as a form of diplomacy with other powers
throughout Europe. She was a self-proclaimed
"glutton for art" and she would be responsible for the
creation of the Hermitage, one of the largest
museums in the world, second only to the Louvre.
Catherine also spearheaded the further expansion of
St. Petersburg, and the magnificent architectural
wonder the city became is largely her doing.

Taught by Women
Shaggy Beard wishes to take me to wife! What a
monstrous joke. That dog assassin whose breath
smells like the mouth of Hell, who makes wind like
others make music, who is so ugly and old! Corpus
bones, I must make a plan. Luckily I am experienced
at outwitting suitors . . . Catherine's in trouble. her
father is trying to marry her off to disgusting old
Shaggy Beard, and her mother's determined to turn
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her into the perfect medieval lady. Will either of them
succeed? Not if Catherine has anything to do with it!
Catherine, Called Birdy is Karen Cushman's funny and
poignant novel about a 14-year-old girl's fight for
freedom.

The Tsarina's Lost Treasure
In a dual biography crafted around the famous
encounter between the French philosopher who wrote
about power and the Russian empress who wielded it
with great aplomb, Robert Zaretsky invites us to
reflect on the fraught relationship between politics
and philosophy, and between a man of thought and a
woman of action.

Portrait of a Russian Province
A portrait of the late-eighteenth-century Russian ruler
discusses how she seized and kept the throne in spite
of her illegitimate claim and a series of wars,
rebellions, and plagues, tracing how she rendered
Russia a major European power.

Catherine the Great
Catherine the Great: Selected Letters
Poisoner, despot, necromancer -- the dark legend of
Catherine de Medici is centuries old. In this critically
hailed biography, Leonie Frieda reclaims the story of
this unjustly maligned queen to reveal a skilled ruler
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battling extraordinary political and personal odds -from a troubled childhood in Florence to her marriage
to Henry, son of King Francis I of France; from her
transformation of French culture to her fight to
protect her throne and her sons' birthright. Based on
thousands of private letters, it is a remarkable
account of one of the most influential women ever to
wear a crown.

Catherine the Great
"The fifteenth century experienced the longest and
bloodiest series of civil wars in British history. The
crown of England changed hands violently seven
times as the great families of England fought to the
death for power, majesty and the right to rule. Dan
Jones describes how the Plantagenets tore
themselves apart and were finally replaced by the
Tudors."--Publisher description.

Catherine the Great
There is no shortage of biographies of Catherine the
Great, of varying quality and degrees of
sensationalism. But there exists no brief account of
her reign that incorporates the extensive research
findings of the last twenty years and presents them
accessibly, accurately, and concisely to the student
and the general reader. Following her magisterial
Russia in the Age of Catherine the Great, Isabel de
Madariaga has written the most informative, balanced
and up-to-date short study of this spectacular period
in Russian history. De Madariaga establishes an
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authoritative account of the events of Catherine's life,
disentangling the myth from the verifiable reality. But
her principal aim is to provide an account of the
achievements of the thirty-four-year reign. Well-read
and intelligent, Catherine presided over a
fundamental reorganization of central and local
government, of financial administration, of law, and of
literary and cultural life. De Madariaga tracks the
changes and explains the reforms, placing them in
the context of eighteenth-century Europe and the
ideas of the Enlightenment and of the French
Revolution. Chapters on the wars against the Turkish
empire, the annexation of the Crimea in 1783, and
the partition of Poland demonstrate Catherine's part
in building Russia into a formidable European power.
The text is distinguished throughout by the attention
paid to historical controversies over the interpretation
of Catherine's policies and to teh historiography on
the period in general. Praised by French writers of her
day and attacked by later historians for her neglect of
the welfare of the serfs, Catherine's achievements are
now measured against the difficulties she met. The
book points to the problems Catherine faced, the
human and material resources on which she could
draw, and the intellectual climate in which she
operated. De Madariaga considers past and present
assessments of Catherine and consolidates balanced
judgments, profound understanding, and exhaustive
reserach into a highly assimilable form.

Journey
Presents a reconstruction of the eighteenth-century
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empress's life that covers her efforts to engage
Russia in the cultural life of Europe, her creation of
the Hermitage, and her numerous scandal-free
romantic affairs.

Great Catherine
'Your Majesty may find it extraordinary that I should
answer with a shipment of fruit your letter of 6
August, in which you inform me that you are sending
the plan for a treaty, and that of the 8 September, in
which you are so good as to share with me equally
important intelligence. Things big and small often
come from the same source: my watermelons derive
from the same principles as our planned alliance' (To
Frederick the Great) Catherine the Great's letters
present a vivid picture of Russia in a momentous age.
They also offer a unique account of her personal
development and intimate life, her strategic acumen
as a diplomat and military commander, and her
political skills at the Russian court and in handling
foreign monarchs. Born a German princess, Catherine
married into the Russian royal family and came to the
throne after a coup. As absolute ruler for 34 years she
presided over the expansion of the Russian empire,
legislated actively to reform the country in keeping
with the principles of the Enlightenment, actively
promoted the arts and sciences, and in her
correspondence engaged with the most renowned
minds in Europe, among them Diderot and Voltaire.
Her letters are her literary masterpiece, written to a
wide circle of associates and friends, not least her
most celebrated lover and ally, Potemkin. Combining
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her wit, charm, and quick eye for detail, they
entertain and tell the griping story of a self-made
woman and legendary ruler. This edition of the letters
offers a taste of Catherine's entire writing career, with
biographies of Catherine's addressees, a thorough
overview of her reign and an analysis of Catherine's
literary skill as a letter-writer. Organized
chronologically and thematically into six periods, each
section also features an introduction to the domestic,
personal and foreign policy contexts out of which her
letters emerge.

Ivan the Terrible
Catherine II of Russia was the most remarkable
monarch of the eighteenth century. New York Times
bestselling historian Ian Grey paints an illuminating
portrait of an enigmatic woman of compelling charm
and elegance. She had a prodigious appetite for work,
great curiosity, and boundless ambition and vanity,
and she was notorious for the number of her lovers.
Her prodigal expenditures and patronage of the arts
made her reign an era of splendor while her foreign
policy and conquests carried Russian power and
prestige to new heights. She cast a spell over most of
her contemporaries in Russia and in Western Europe,
and the spell has lingered. Here, in this book, is the
dramatic story of an obscure German princess,
without beauty or special advantage, but with
courage, charisma, and determination, who became
one of the arbiters of the affairs of Europe and
renowned in history.
Page 21/27

Download Free Catherine The Great Portrait Of A
Woman Robert K Massie
Child of the Holocaust
Through this study of the province of Nizhnii
Novgorod in the nineteenth century, far from the
power centers of Petersburg or Moscow, Evtuhov
demonstrates how almost everything we thought we
knew about Russian society was wrong. Instead of
ignorant peasants, we find skilled farmers, artisans
and craftsmen, and tradespeople. Instead of a
powerful central state, we discover effective local
projects and initiative in abundance. Instead of
universal ignorance we are shown a lively cultural
scene. Most of all, instead of an all-defining Russian
exceptionalism we find a world similar to many other
European societies.

Putin's People
Here is the art collected and commissioned by
Catherine the Great, one of history's incomparable art
patrons. Most of the 200 pieces from a one-time only
exhibition have not been seen outside the Hermitage
in St. Petersburg.

Catherine the Great and Potemkin
In a work of extraordinary narrative power, filled with
brilliant personalities and vivid scenes of dramatic
action, Robert K. Massie, the Pulitzer Prize–winning
author of Peter the Great, Nicholas and Alexandra,
and Dreadnought, elevates to its proper historical
importance the role of sea power in the winning of the
Great War. The predominant image of this first world
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war is of mud and trenches, barbed wire, machine
guns, poison gas, and slaughter. A generation of
European manhood was massacred, and a wound was
inflicted on European civilization that required the
remainder of the twentieth century to heal. But with
all its sacrifice, trench warfare did not win the war for
one side or lose it for the other. Over the course of
four years, the lines on the Western Front moved
scarcely at all; attempts to break through led only to
the lengthening of the already unbearably long
casualty lists. For the true story of military upheaval,
we must look to the sea. On the eve of the war in
August 1914, Great Britain and Germany possessed
the two greatest navies the world had ever seen.
When war came, these two fleets of
dreadnoughts—gigantic floating castles of steel able
to hurl massive shells at an enemy miles away—were
ready to test their terrible power against each other.
Their struggles took place in the North Sea and the
Pacific, at the Falkland Islands and the Dardanelles.
They reached their climax when Germany, suffocated
by an implacable naval blockade, decided to strike
against the British ring of steel. The result was
Jutland, a titanic clash of fifty-eight dreadnoughts,
each the home of a thousand men. When the German
High Seas Fleet retreated, the kaiser unleashed
unrestricted U-boat warfare, which, in its
indiscriminate violence, brought a reluctant America
into the war. In this way, the German effort to “seize
the trident” by defeating the British navy led to the
fall of the German empire. Ultimately, the
distinguishing feature of Castles of Steel is the author
himself. The knowledge, understanding, and literary
power Massie brings to this story are unparalleled. His
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portrayals of Winston Churchill, the British admirals
Fisher, Jellicoe, and Beatty, and the Germans Scheer,
Hipper, and Tirpitz are stunning in their veracity and
artistry. Castles of Steel is about war at sea,
leadership and command, courage, genius, and folly.
All these elements are given magnificent scope by
Robert K. Massie’ s special and widely hailed literary
mastery. BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt
from Robert K. Massie's Catherine the Great.

Dreadnought
"Published simultaneously in the UK by Allen Lane,
London"--Title page verso.

The Memoirs of Madame Vigée Lebrun
The “fascinating” #1 international bestseller of a
quest across centuries by two intrepid women to
reunite the pieces of a powerful, ancient chess set
(Los Angeles Times Book Review). A fabulous,
bejeweled chess set that belonged to Charlemagne
has been buried in a Pyrenees abbey for a thousand
years. As the bloody French Revolution rages in Paris,
the nuns dig it up and scatter its pieces across the
globe because, when united, the set contains a secret
power that could topple civilizations. To keep the set
from falling into the wrong hands, two novices,
Valentine and Mireille, embark on an adventure that
begins in the streets of Paris and leads to Russia,
Egypt, Corsica, and into the heart of the Algerian
Sahara. Two hundred years later, while on assignment
in Algeria, computer expert Catherine Velis finds
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herself drawn unwillingly into the deadly “Game” still
swirling around the legendary chess set—a game that
will require her to risk her life and match wits with
diabolical forces. This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Katherine Neville including rare images
from her life and travels.

The Hollow Crown
The story of the love that ended an empire In this
commanding book, Pulitzer Prize–winning author
Robert K. Massie sweeps readers back to the
extraordinary world of Imperial Russia to tell the story
of the Romanovs’ lives: Nicholas’s political naïveté,
Alexandra’s obsession with the corrupt mystic
Rasputin, and little Alexis’s brave struggle with
hemophilia. Against a lavish backdrop of luxury and
intrigue, Massie unfolds a powerful drama of passion
and history—the story of a doomed empire and the
death-marked royals who watched it crumble. BONUS:
This edition contains an excerpt from Robert K.
Massie's Catherine the Great. Praise for Nicholas and
Alexandra “A larger-than-life drama.”—Saturday
Review “A moving, rich book . . . [This] revealing,
densely documented account of the last Romanovs
focuses not on the great events . . . but on the royal
family and their evil nemesis. . . . The tale is so
bizarre, no melodrama is equal to it.”—Newsweek “A
wonderfully rich tapestry, the colors fresh and clear,
every strand sewn in with a sure hand. Mr. Massie
describes those strange and terrible years with
sympathy and understanding. . . . They come vividly
before our eyes.”—The New York Times “An all-tooPage 25/27
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human picture . . . Both Nicholas and Alexandra with
all their failings come truly alive, as does their almost
storybook romance.”—Newsday “A magnificent and
intimate picture . . . Not only the main characters but
a whole era become alive and
comprehensible.”—Harper’s

Nicholas and Alexandra
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