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The Conscious Closet
In July 1914, Franz Kafka's fianc�e Felice broke off
their engagement in a humiliating public tribunal,
surrounded by her friends and family, and the other
woman with whom Kafka had recently fallen in love.
Broken and bereft, Kafka - at the height of his writing
powers - turned the experience into his masterpiece,
The Trial, where his lovers became the faceless
prosecutors of Josef K. In Kafka's Other Trial, Canetti
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explores each letter that Kafka wrote to his fianc�e,
from their first tender moments together to his final
letter and his refusal to reconcile. In this affecting
book, he offers moving insights into the creativity of
Franz Kafka and the torment he suffered as a man, a
lover, and a writer.

Goodbye to All That
With her landmark investigation Overdressed- The
Shockingly High Cost of Cheap Fashion, Elizabeth
Cline was the first to reveal fast fashion's hidden toll
on garment workers, the environment, and even our
own satisfaction with our clothes. The Conscious
Closet shows exactly what we can do about it. Based
on her personal experiences getting off the fastfashion treadmill and figuring out a common-sense
and affordable approach to conscious style, Elizabeth
will share how to pare down your closet; swap, resell,
or recycle what you don't love; better care for and
repair what you do; and how to affordably buy, thrift,
or rent the ethical wardrobe of your dreams. Whether
your goal is to build an effortless capsule wardrobe,
keep up with trends, buy quality, seek out ethical
brands, or all of the above, this is the book for you.
The Conscious Closetis not just a style guide. It is a
manifesto and call to action to transform one of the
most polluting industries on earth, fashion, into a
force for good, on both a micro level- our own closetsand macro level, by learning where and how our
clothes are made, and how to connect to a global and
impassioned community of stylish fashion
revolutionaries for bigger systematic change. Clothing
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is one of the most personal expressions of who we
are, and in The Conscious Closet, Elizabeth aims to
help readers truly understand and love their clothes
again-without sacrificing the environment or their
morals in the process.

Vogue Colors a to Z
Culled from the last five decades of Vogue, a
sumptuous collection of 400 color and black-andwhite photographs of weddings and wedding dresses
includes images taken by such celebrated
photographers as Irving Penn, Helmut Newton and
Annie Liebovitz.

Central Park
How does a writer pass from the fantasy to the
ambition to the act of writing? In this essay of literary
autobiography, V.S. Naipaul sifts through memories of
his childhood in Trinidad, his university days in
England and his responses to his family's native India,
seeking the experiences of life and literature that
shaped his imagination and reflecting on the very
different possibilities that he found in the novel and
the travel book for capturing the truth of his subjects.
'As a child trying to read, I had felt that two worlds
separated me from the books that were offered to me
at school and in the libraries - the childhood world if
our remembered India, and the more colonial world of
our city What I didn't know, even after I had written
my early books of fiction was that those two spheres
of darkness had become my subject. Fiction, working
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its mysteries, by indirections finding directions out,
had led me to my subject. But it couldn't take me all
the way.'

New York
Vogue Weddings
Baseball fans may know the story of the Brooklyn
Dodgers, but they don’t know the whole story. With a
foreword by Branch Barrett Rickey (grandson of
Branch Rickey), this book fills the void in Dodgers
scholarship, exploring their impact on popular culture
and revealing lesser-known details of the team’s
history. Personal stories are included from the fans
who embraced Jackie Robinson, Pee Wee Reese, Carl
Erskine, Roy Campanella and other icons of Ebbets
Field. Drawing on archival documents, contemporary
press accounts and fan interviews, the author brings
to life the magic of the Dodgers, chronicling in detail
the genesis, glory and demise of the team that
changed baseball—and America.

Jay Parini - New and Collected Poems,
1975-2015
Joe DiMaggio was, at every turn, one man we could
look at who made us feel good. In the hard-knuckled
thirties, he was the immigrant boy who made it
big—and spurred the New York Yankees to a new era
of dynasty. He was Broadway Joe, the icon of
elegance, the man who wooed and won Marilyn
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Monroe—the most beautiful girl America could dream
up. Joe DiMaggio was a mirror of our best self. And he
was also the loneliest hero we ever had. In this
groundbreaking biography, Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist Richard Ben Cramer presents a shocking
portrait of a complicated, enigmatic life. The story
that DiMaggio never wanted told, tells of his
grace—and greed; his dignity, pride—and hidden
shame. It is a story that sweeps through the twentieth
century, bringing to light not just America's national
game, but the birth (and the price) of modern national
celebrity.

Wrongful Convictions and the DNA
Revolution
Ever since Herodotus reported that it was home to
gold-digging ants, travelers have been intrigued by
India in all its beguiling complexity. This superb
anthology gives us some of the best fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry that has been written about the
world’s second most populous nation over the past
two centuries. From Mark Twain’s puzzled fascination
with Indian castes and customs, to Allen Ginsberg’s
awe at the country’s spiritual and natural splendors,
or from J. R. Ackerley’s delightful recollections of his
visits with an eccentric gay Maharajah, to Gore Vidal’s
unforgettable scene in his novel Creation, in which his
character finally meets the Buddha and is
bewildered–all twenty-five selections in India in Mind
reveal a place that evokes, in the traveler, reactions
ranging from fear and perplexity to astonishment and
wonder. Edited and with an introduction and chapter
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notes by the award-winning novelist Pankaj Mishra,
India in Mind is a marvel of sympathy, sensitivity, and
perception, not to mention outstanding writing. From
the Trade Paperback edition.

Kafka's Other Trial
Chronicles a year in the life of New York City, gazing
at the metropolis through the lens of the Yankees,
exploring issues of race and crime and profiling Billy
Martin, Reggie Jackson, Ed Koch, and Mario Cuomo,
among others. Reprint. 25,000 first printing.

Mute Objects of Expression
A tribute to New York City's most literary boroughfeaturing original nonfiction pieces by today's most
celebrated writers. Of all the urban landscapes in
America, perhaps none has so thoroughly infused and
nurtured modern literature as Brooklyn. Though its
literary history runs deep-Walt Whitman, Truman
Capote, and Norman Mailer are just a few of its
storied inhabitants-in recent years the borough has
seen a growing concentration of bestselling novelists,
memoirists, poets, and journalists. It has become
what Greenwich Village once was for an earlier
generation: a wellspring of inspiration and artistic
expression. Brooklyn Was Mine gives some of today's
best writers an opportunity to pay tribute to the
borough they love in 20 original essays that draw on
past and present to create a mosaic that brilliantly
captures the quality and diversity of a unique, literary
landscape. Contributors include: Emily Barton, Susan
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Choi, Rachel Cline, Philip Dray, Jennifer Egan, Colin
Harrison, Joanna Hershon, Jonathan Lethem, Dinaw
Mengestu, Elizabeth Gaffney, Lara Vapnyar, Lawrence
Osborne, Katie Roiphe, John Burnham Schwartz, Vijay
Seshadri, Darcey Steinke, Darin Strauss, Alexandra
Styron, Robert Sullivan With an introduction by Phillip
Lopate.

David Hockney
Ladies and Gentlemen, the Bronx Is
Burning
"In a counterfactual world resembling the 1930s, the
state of Khazaria, an isolated nation of warriors Jews,
is under attack by the Germanii. Esther, the
precocious daughter of Khazaria's chief policy advisor,
sets out on a quest to ensure the survival of her
homeland"--

Book Review Digest
Saloon-keepers and street preachers, gypsies and
steel-walking Mohawks, a bearded lady and a 93-yearold “seafoodetarian” who believes his specialized diet
will keep him alive for another two decades. These
are among the people that Joseph Mitchell
immortalized in his reportage for The New Yorker and
in four books—McSorley's Wonderful Saloon, Old Mr.
Flood, The Bottom of the Harbor, and Joe Gould's
Secret—that are still renowned for their precise,
respectful observation, their graveyard humor, and
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their offhand perfection of style. These masterpieces
(along with several previously uncollected stories) are
available in one volume, which presents an indelible
collective portrait of an unsuspected New York and its
odder citizens—as depicted by one of the great
writers of this or any other time.

Vogue Colours A to Z
For the first time, here is Brooklyn's story through the
eyes of its greatest storytellers. Like Paris in the
twenties or postwar Greenwich Village, Brooklyn
today is experiencing an extraordinary cultural boom.
In recent years, writers of all stripes—from Jhumpa
Lahiri, Jennifer Egan, and Colson Whitehead to Nicole
Krauss and Jonathan Safran Foer—have flocked to its
patchwork of distinctive neighborhoods. But as
literary critic and journalist Evan Hughes reveals, the
rich literary life now flourishing in Brooklyn is part of a
larger, fascinating history. With a dynamic mix of
literary biography and urban history, Hughes takes us
on a tour of Brooklyn past and present and reveals
that hiding in Walt Whitman's Fort Greene Park, Hart
Crane's Brooklyn Bridge, the raw Williamsburg of
Henry Miller's youth, Truman Capote's famed house
on Willow Street, and the contested streets of
Jonathan Lethem's Boerum Hill is the story of more
than a century of life in America's cities. Literary
Brooklyn is a prismatic investigation into a rich
literary inheritance, but most of all it's a deep look
into the beloved borough, a place as diverse and
captivating as the people who walk its streets and
write its stories.
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Up in the Old Hotel
Winner of a Foreword IndieFab Book of the Year
Award In 1967, Joan Didion wrote an essay called
Goodbye to All That, a work of such candid and
penetrating prose that it soon became the gold
standard for personal essays. Like no other story
before it, Didion’s tale of loving and leaving New York
captured the mesmerizing allure Manhattan has
always had for writers, poets, and wandering spirits.
In this captivating collection, 28 writers take up
Didion’s literary legacy by sharing their own New York
stories. Their essays often begin as love stories do,
with the passion of something newly discovered—the
crush of subway crowds, the streets filled with manic
energy, and the certainty that this is the only place on
Earth where one can become exactly who she is
meant to be. They also share the grief that comes
when the metropolis loses its magic and the
pressures of New York’s frenetic life wear thin on
even the most fervent dwellers. As friends move
away, rents soar, and love—still— remains just out of
reach, each writer’s goodbye to New York is singular
and universal, like New York itself. With Cheryl
Strayed, Dani Shapiro, Emma Straub, Ann Hood, and
more.

Hermit in Paris
The Africa of his ancestry, the Caribbean of his birth,
the Britain of his upbringing, and the United States
where he now lives are the focal points of awardwinning writer Caryl Phillips’ profound inquiry into
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evolving notions of home, identity, and belonging in
an increasingly international society. At once deeply
reflective and coolly prescient, A New World Order
charts the psychological frontiers of our everchanging world. Through personal and literary
encounters, Phillips probes the meaning of cultural
dislocation, measuring the distinguishing features of
our identities–geographic, racial, national,
religious–against the amalgamating effects of
globalization. In the work of writers such as V. S.
Naipaul, James Baldwin, and Zadie Smith, cultural
figures such as Steven Spielberg, Linton Kwesi
Johnson, and Marvin Gaye, and in his own
experiences, Phillips detects the erosion of cultural
boundaries and amasses startling and poignant
insights on whether there can be an answer anymore
to the question “Where are you from?” The result is
an illuminating–and powerfully relevant–account of
identity from an exceedingly perceptive citizen of the
world.

Reading & Writing
"The posthumously published collection Hermit in
Paris draws together an array of Italo Calvino's
autobiographical writings that provide an illuminating
and unexpectedly intimate portrait of one of the
postwar era's most inventive and fascinating writers.
In these pages, Calvino recounts his experiences in
Italy's antifascist resistance, pays homage to his
influences, traces the evolution of his literary style,
and, in one of the book's most humorous and
entertaining sections, provides a wry commentary on
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his travels in the United States in 1959 and 1960"--

A Coney Island Reader
The Language of Composition is the first textbook
built from the ground up to help students succeed in
the AP English Language course. Written by a team of
experts with experience in both high school and
college, this text focuses on teaching students the
skills they need to read, write, and think at the
college level. With practical advice and an extensive
selection of readings — including essays, poetry,
fiction, and visual texts — The Language of
Composition helps students develop the key skills
they must master to pass the course, to succeed on
the AP Exam, and to prepare for a successful college
career. Revised based on feedback from teachers
across the country, the second edition promises to be
an even better resource for the AP Language
classroom.

Reading Dance
For centuries, most people believed the criminal
justice system worked - that only guilty defendants
were convicted. DNA technology shattered that belief.
DNA has now freed more than three hundred innocent
prisoners in the United States. This book examines
the lessons learned from twenty-five years of DNA
exonerations and identifies lingering challenges. By
studying the dataset of DNA exonerations, we know
that precise factors lead to wrongful convictions.
These include eyewitness misidentifications, false
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confessions, dishonest informants, poor defense
lawyering, weak forensic evidence, and prosecutorial
misconduct. In Part I, scholars discuss the efforts of
the Innocence Movement over the past quarter
century to expose the phenomenon of wrongful
convictions and to implement lasting reforms. In Part
II, another set of researchers looks ahead and
evaluates what still needs to be done to realize the
ideal of a more accurate system.

The Language of Composition
Includes 29 poems revolving around the title,
selections written for oral readings with jazz
accompaniment, and 13 previously published poems

Literary Brooklyn
In this first-ever coloring book from American Vogue,
you are invited into a world of fashion fantasy. Twentysix archival magazine covers from 1912 to 1932, by
ten celebrated illustrators living here and abroad,
take you back to a more playful and whimsical
moment of boas, bows, hats and headpieces, fans,
pearls and gloves, and even exotic animals. Coloring
book fans of all ages can try their hand at the Art
Deco patterns and letters from A to Z and the lively
drawings of women dressed for the task at hand,
whether it is driving their own car, pruning morning
glories in the garden, feeding a dragon, steering a
gondola, sitting on a crescent moon, perched on a
peacock or riding a zebra--side-saddle, of course. This
is the Vogue woman as liberated, stylish, and always
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dressed for adventure. At the back, don't miss the
twenty-six Vogue covers in their original colors with
lively captions as well as a stunning six-page gatefold
of twenty-one glamorous dresses from 1912-1932 to
color, tear out, and display.

The Cultural Defense
This book includes perspectives from a broad range of
victims. including family members of the crime
victims; convicted persons whose rights are violated
by the justice system through wrongful convictions,
unequal and discriminatory application of justice, lack
of a due process, imposition for crimes that do not
meet the most serious crimes threshold or to the
categories of perpetrators that should be protected
from the death penalty (minors, persons with mental
or intellectual disabilities, pregnant women), as well
as third parties including family members of the
convicted person (especially children and primary
caretakers) and persons included in criminal
proceedings or executions (such as prosecutors,
judges, lawyers and executioners). It is argued in this
thought provoking book that the states right to
execute violates the right to life and negatively
reflects on human rights of its citizens in general.

äóìOur Bumsäó
Publisher's description: In a trial in California, Navajo
defendants argue that using the hallucinogen peyote
to achieve spiritual exaltation is protected by the
Constitution's free exercise of religion clause,
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trumping the states' right to regulate them. An Ibo
man from Nigeria sues Pan American World Airways
for transporting his mother's corpse in a cloth sack.
Her arrival for the funeral face down in a burlap bag
signifies death by suicide according to the customs of
her Ibo kin, and brings great shame to the son. In Los
Angeles, two Cambodian men are prosecuted for
attempting to eat a four month-old puppy. The
immigrants' lawyers argue that the men were
following their own "national customs" and do not
realize their conduct is offensive to "American
sensibilities." What is the just decision in each case?
When cultural practices come into conflict with the
law is it legitimate to take culture into account? Is
there room in modern legal systems for a cultural
defense? In this remarkable book, Alison Dundes
Renteln amasses hundreds of cases from the U.S. and
around the world in which cultural issues take center
stage-from the mundane to the bizarre, from drugs to
death. Though cultural practices vary dramatically,
Renteln demonstrates that there are discernible
patterns to the cultural arguments used in the
courtroom. The regularities she uncovers offer judges
a starting point for creating a body of law that takes
culture into account. Renteln contends that a
systematic treatment of culture in law is not only
possible, but ultimately more equitable. A just
pluralistic society requires a legal system that can
assess diverse motivations and can recognize the key
role that culture plays in influencing human behavior.
The inclusion of evidence of cultural background is
necessary for the fair hearing of a case.
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Brooklyn Was Mine
Central Park is perhaps the most well-trod and
familiar green space in the county. It is both a refuge
from the city and Manhattan's very heart; a respite
from the urban grind and a hive of activity all its own.
843 carefully planned acres allow some 37 million
visitors each year to come and get lost in a sense of
nature. Unsurprisingly, the park also inspires a wealth
of great writing, and here Andrew Blauner collects
some of the finest fiction and nonfiction-- 20 pieces in
all, with classics sprinkled among 13 new ones
commissioned from great New York writers. Bill
Buford spends a wild night in the park; Jonathan
Safran Foer envisions it as a tiny, transplanted piece
of a mythical Sixth Borough; and Marie Winn answers
definitively Holden Caulfield's question of where the
ducks go when the park's ponds freeze over. There
are bird sightings and fish sightings; Jackie Kennedy
and James Brown sightings; and pieces by Colson
Whitehead, Paul Auster, and Francine Prose. This
vibrant collection presents Central Park, in all its
many-faceted glory, a 51-block swath of special
magic.

A Phone Call to the Future
Vast and diverse, Brooklyn is often portrayed in
literature as a place of traditional community values
and face-to-face relations, distinct from anonymous,
capital-driven Manhattan. Brooklyn Fictions discovers
what such representations of the New York borough
can teach us about diversity and the individual, the
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local and the global. Combining analysis of popular
texts such as Sister Souljah's The Coldest Winter Ever
with more canonical novels such as Jonathan
Lethem's The Fortress of Solitude, this study draws on
the work of a variety of theorists on community and
globalization and uses Brooklyn as a case study for an
exploration of the complex relationship between
romantic ideals of community and global economic
forces. With cites often depicted as sites of conflict
and fear, this is a crucial contribution to our
understanding of the contemporary urban community
and the ethical issues involved in conceptualizing and
portraying it in literature.

The Leopard Hat
Encompassing both original works and selections from
her older poetry, a collection by the author of Open
Shutters features the title work, which reflects on the
technological simplicity and humanistic truths of the
past, as well as such poems as "Dead Letters," "Video
Blues," and others. Reprint.

Death Penalty and the Victims
Compiles biographies, interviews, and profiles on
dancers, choreographers, and performances.

The Colossus of New York
The Book of Esther
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This literary anthology celebrates the history and
romance of Coney Island with works by some of the
19th and 20th centuries’ greatest authors and poets.
Featuring a stunning gallery of portraits by the world's
finest poets, essayists, and fiction writers--including
Walt Whitman, Stephen Crane, José Martí, Maxim
Gorky, Federico García Lorca, Isaac Bashevis Singer,
E. E. Cummings, Djuna Barnes, Colson Whitehead,
Robert Olen Butler, and Katie Roiphe—this anthology
illuminates the unique history and transporting
experience of New York City’s quintessential beach
destination. Moody, mystical, and enchanting, Coney
Island has thrilled newcomers and soothed native
New Yorkers for decades. Its fantasy entertainments,
renowned beach foods, world-class boardwalk, and
expansive beach offer a kaleidoscopic panorama of
people, places, and events that have inspired writers
of all types and nationalities. It becomes, as Lawrence
Ferlinghetti once wrote, "a Coney Island of the mind."

Brookland
An edgy and insightful look at Barack Obama, Keanu
Reeves, and the mixed-race experience in our divided
world. At once personally revealing and politically
astute, author Will Harris reflects on the lives of two
very different supermen: Barack Obama and Keanu
Reeves. In an era where a man endorsed by the Ku
Klux Klan can sit in the White House, Harris argues
that the mixed-race of both Obama and Reeves gave
them a cultural shapelessness that was a form of
resistance. Reeves, as Neo in The Matrix, portrayed
the chosen one on the silver screen, while Obama, for
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a brief moment, was a real-life superhero on the world
stage. Drawing on his own personal experience and
examining the way that these two men have been
embedded in our collective consciousness, Harris asks
what they can teach us about race and heroism.

The Actor's Book of Gay and Lesbian
Plays
This exciting collection of contemporary plays
explores a wide range of concerns facing gay men
and lesbians. Presenting 17 one-act and full-length
works by a new generation of American playwrights,
this groundbreaking book reflects the diversity of
voices emerging in today's theater.

Joe DiMaggio
In this fascinating and entertaining second volume,
Christopher Simon Sykes explores the life and work of
Britain's most popular living artist. David Hockney is
one of the most influential and best-loved artists of
the twentieth century. His career has spanned and
epitomized the art movements of the past five
decades. Picking up Hockney's story in 1975, this
book finds him flitting between Notting Hill and
California, where he took inspiration for the swimming
pool series of paintings; creating acclaimed set
designs for operas around the world; and embracing
emerging technologies—the Polaroid camera and fax
machine in the seventies and eighties and, most
recently, the iPad. Hockney's boundless energy
extends to his personal life too, and this volume
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illuminates the glamorous circles he moves in, as well
as his sometimes turbulent relationships. Christopher
Simon Sykes has been granted exclusive and
unprecedented access to Hockney's paintings,
notebooks, and diaries, and a great number of them
are reproduced here. Featuring interviews with family,
friends, and Hockney himself, this is a lively and
revelatory account of an acclaimed artist and an
extraordinary man.

India in Mind
A novel about the advance of modernity on the
peaceful and unprepared people of Mandragora
explores the complex role and repercussions of
technology in our lives. Reprint.

A Coney Island of the Mind
In this tender loving memoir, Valerie Steiker evokes a
magical childhood on the Upper East side of New York
with a woman whose own losses led her to delight in
family, beauty and life itself. Valerie Steiker’s Belgian
Jewish mother, Gisèle—who, as a child in Antwerp,
was hidden from the Nazis—wasn’t a typical American
mom. She spoke with throaty Belgian Rs and wore
only high heels. Before her marriage, she had studied
acting with Lee Strasburg and been a model in
Mexico. With her vitality and elegance, she created a
joyous childhood for Valerie and her sister. Together
they tangoed through their vibrant Manhattan
apartment, took in great art, and shared “women’s
hidden secrets.” Gisèle’s premature death left Valerie
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(at the time a junior at Harvard) unmoored, but in
grieving and in finding her own path to womanhood,
Valerie would ultimately grow to understand Gisèle
more profoundly than she ever had as a child.
Beautifully evocative of a glamourous and nowvanished world, The Leopard Hat is an extraordinary
memoir about the warm and indelible bond between
mother and daughter. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Mixed-Race Superman
A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of the
Year A Los Angeles Times Book Review Favorite Book
of the Year Since her girlhood, Prudence Winship has
gazed across the tidal straits from her home in
Brooklyn to the city of Manhattan and yearned to
bridge the distance. Now, established as the owner of
the enormously successful gin distillery she inherited
from her father, she can begin to realize her dream.
Set in eighteenth-century Brooklyn, this is the story of
a determined and intelligent woman who is consumed
by a vision of a bridge: a gargantuan construction of
timber and masonry she devises to cross the East
River in a single, magnificent span. With the help of
the local surveyor, Benjamin Horsfield, and her
sisters—the high-spirited, obstreperous Tem, who
works with her in the distillery, and the silent,
uncanny Pearl—she fires the imaginations of the
people of Brooklyn and New York by promising them a
bridge that will meet their most pressing practical
needs while being one of the most ambitious public
works ever attempted. Prue's own life and the life of
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the bridge become inextricably bound together as the
costs of the bridge, both financial and human, rise
beyond her direst expectations. Brookland confirms
Emily Barton's reputation as one of the finest writers
of her generation, whose work is "blessedly postironic, engaging and heartfelt" (Thomas Pynchon).

Kiss of Death
Homero Aridjis has always said that he was born
twice. The first time was to his mother in April 1940
and the second time was as a poet, in January 1951.
His life was distinctly cleaved in two by an accident.
Before that fateful Saturday he was carefree and
confident, the youngest of five brothers growing up in
the small Mexican village of Contepec, Michoacán.
After the accident - in which he nearly died on the
operating table after shooting himself with a shotgun
his brothers had left propped against the bedroom
wall - he became a shy, introspective child who spent
afternoons reading Homer and writing poems and
stories at the dining room table instead of playing
soccer with his classmates. After the accident his
early childhood became like a locked garden. But in
1971, when his wife became pregnant with their first
daughter, the memories found a way out. Visions
from this elusive period started coming back to him in
astonishingly vivid dreams, giving shape to what
would become The Child Poet. Aridjis is joyously
imaginative. The Child Poet has urgency but still takes
its time, celebrating images and feelings and the
strangeness of childhood. Readers will love being in
the world he has created. Aridjis paints the pueblo of
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Cotepec -- the landscape, the campesinos, the
Church, the legacy of the Mexican Revolution -through the eyes of a sensitive child.

Brooklyn Fictions
Documents the life stories of death-row prisoners and
the author's experiences as a pro bono attorney on
Texas death penalty cases to present arguments for
the abolishment of state-sanctioned executions.

The Child Poet
A new collection of poems from celebrated poet,
novelist, and biographer Jay Parini.

The Testament of Yves Gundron
Francis Ponge boldly proclaims his poetic goal in Mute
Objects of Expression: "To accept the challenge that
objects offer to language." These objects—less chosen
than received spontaneously—are perceived with
inimitable Pongean humor and rendered into
glimmering still lifes. He gives voice to the often
unnoticed aspects of natural objects and beings.
Shunning familiar poetic modes, Ponge forges new
visions, images drawn from nature, from mythology
and the classics. In this volume, springing from the
Loire countryside in the early 1940s, Ponge’s
"prôems" recall the violent perfume of the mimosa,
the cries of carnations, and the flirtations of wasps.
From a small note- book, his sole supply of paper
withinthe wartime deprivations, he composes
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repeated drafts of an innovative form combining
poetry with analysis and impish play. Despite the
demoralizing clouds of Occupation, Ponge wrests a
soaring paean to his beloved sliver of Provence.

A New World Order
In a dazzlingly original work of nonfiction, the PulitzerPrize winning author of The Underground Railroad
recreates the exuberance, the chaos, the promise,
and the heartbreak of New York. Here is a literary love
song that will entrance anyone who has lived in—or
spent time—in the greatest of American cities. A
masterful evocation of the city that never sleeps, The
Colossus of New York captures the city’s inner and
outer landscapes in a series of vignettes, meditations,
and personal memories. Colson Whitehead conveys
with almost uncanny immediacy the feelings and
thoughts of longtime residents and of newcomers who
dream of making it their home; of those who have
conquered its challenges; and of those who struggle
against its cruelties. Whitehead’s style is as
multilayered and multifarious as New York itself:
Switching from third person, to first person, to second
person, he weaves individual voices into a jazzy
musical composition that perfectly reflects the way
we experience the city. There is a funny, knowing riff
on what it feels like to arrive in New York for the first
time; a lyrical meditation on how the city is
transformed by an unexpected rain shower; and a wry
look at the ferocious battle that is commuting. The
plaintive notes of the lonely and dispossessed
resound in one passage, while another captures those
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magical moments when the city seems to be talking
directly to you, inviting you to become one with its
rhythms. The Colossus of New York is a remarkable
portrait of life in the big city. Ambitious in scope,
gemlike in its details, it is at once an unparalleled
tribute to New York and the ideal introduction to one
of the most exciting writers working today.
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